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1 .. 
This inventiéin'relatesfto ‘dispensers for nap 

kinskandsimilar articlesewhich are intendedto 
be'rernoved from a holder oneatatime. , - v .. v 

One of the objects of the invention is to pro 
vide a dispenser comprising a casin'g'which serves 
as acholder for a pack or'rcharge of laminated 
sheets or napkins, and having-therein a'ispring 
unit havingv‘a capacity. to push‘ the‘: sheetsoriin'ape 
kins toward the discharge opening by ve'ngzatgirig 
the ‘rear of the pack or charge near the't'opi‘and ; 
bottomithereofso as toexerta more orJ-less uni 
form outward pressure thereon. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a follower unit in the form of an arched or 'in 
verted V-shaped member wherein the arms or 
leaves of said member have the characteristic 
of a spring which may be compressed when the 
pack or charge is inserted in the housing of the 
device and which exerts continuing pressure on 
the charge until it is fully dispensed. In that con 
nection, the invention contemplates providing the 
arm or leaf of the follower unit with an integral 
struck out spring ?nger which assists in pushing 
the pack or charge of napkins toward the dispens 
ing opening. 
A further object is to provide a napkin dis 

penser consisting of a minimum number of parts, 
namely, a casing having opposite side-walls pro 
vided with openings and a single or one piece 
follower unit of inverted V, or equivalent, shaped 
form, having ?ngers struck from the leaves there 
of and adapted to be held in the housing or cas 
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ing by a third element, namely, a bottom plate or . 
base. Thus, basically, the invention proceeds 
from the practical consideration of providing a 
commercially practical and feasible follower de 

vvice which consists of a minimum number of 
parts, and which lends itself to standard manu 
facturing practices, thereby to provide a con 
struction which may be economically produced. 
A vpreferred and practical embodiment of the 

invention is shown in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 

Figure 1 is an exploded perspective view, illus 
trating the several parts of the invention.v 

Figure 2 is a vertical cross sectional view of 
the device, loaded with sheets or napkins for 
use. 

Similar reference characters designate corre 
sponding parts throughout the several ?gures of 
the drawings. 
As will be observed from Figure 1, the assem 

bly generally includes a cover or casing A, a 
spring follower unit B, and a bottom or base C. 
The casing A is provided with end walls I and 
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side-walls 2, the latter’having'the openness; 
The cover is preferably formed with its upper 
endclosed in any. appropriate fashion, whileits 
bottom end is open, thereby to receive the_,in-, 
verted V-shaped follower unitB, Afterthe-unit 
B is placedin position, the base 'or;bottom C may, 
be placed-in the open ,end of the cover ~. and 
affixed thereto by.v welding, vriveting,-:»punchin_g ‘or; 
any well-known'means offastening the base to. 
the open end. of thecasing, depend-ingon whether 
the housing-‘and its several vpartsqare made-‘of 
metal or plastic. Thus, it will be seen that the 
parts A, B and C‘ may be readily made by stand 
ard manufacturing practices and assembled by 
merely placing the unit B in the cover A and then 
a?ixing the bottom or base C. 

Referring to the,_fo1lower unit B, it will be 
observed that the same is preferably of inverted 
V-shaped formation, thereby to provide the 
arms orleaves 4. Said leaves 4 preferably have 
their lower ends angularly disposed outwardly, 
as indicated at 5. Also, each leaf 4 has a spring 
?nger 6 struck out therefrom. This ?ngeris 
preferably integrally connected with the lower 
portion of a leaf at the zone of the junction of 
the angular portion 5 with the main leaf, and 
extends upwardly and outwardly from the body 
of the leaf in its unsprung condition. The upper 
end of each ?nger 6 is preferably angularly dis 
posed, as indicated at ‘l. The lower portion 5 
of the leaves 4 andthe upper portions 1 of the 
?ngers 6 are intended respectively to engage the 
upper and lower portions of the pack or charge 
of napkins N, as will be seen from Figure 2. It 
will also be observed from this ?gure that when 
the arms or leaves 4 of the unit B are com 
pressed, the intermediate portions of the ?ngers 
6 will engage the intermediate parts of the pack 
of napkins N. 
To assist in properly positioning the unit B 

in the cover or casing A, the apical portion 8 
thereof'is preferably anchored to the upper, inner 
portion of the casing A by inwardly projecting 
studs or spaced lugs 9. These lugs may be of 
any appropriate form, either integral or separate, 
depending on whether the casing A is made of 
plastic or metal. The purpose of the opposite 
pairs of spaced lugs 9—-9 is to slidably anchor 
the apical portion of the unit B in the cover and 
prevent lateral shifting thereof. Clearly, it is 
within the scope of the invention to make the 
lugs 9 in the form of spaced extrusions of the 
end walls I. It will, therefore, be seen that the 
opposite pairs of spaced lugs not only assure the 
centering of the unit B when it is assembled rela 
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tive to the cover, but also assure proper func 
tioning of the unit B when it is in use to the 
extent that the opposite spring leaves 4—4 and 
the spring ?ngers 6—-6 will exert uniform pres 
sure on the charge or pack of napkins in the 
cover. 
The base C may be provided with an abutment 

H to prevent the lower end of either leaf of the 
unit B from being moved too far toward the other 
if usual hand pressure is exerted on one stack 
of napkins while the other is partially reduced 
in Volume. 
When the device is assembled as shown in Fig 

ure 2, it will be seen that the charge or pack of 
napkins N may be placed in the cover by push 
ing the same through the openings 3——3, there 
by compressing the opposite spring leaves 4-4, 
as well as the ?ngers 6-6. _ _ 

the charge or pack of napkins N becomes re 
duced by removing the exposed napkins, the 
leaves ‘4—4 and ?ngers 6-6 will tend to expand 
to the position shown in Figure 1 until the dis 
penser is empty. The dispenser may then be re 
?lled for use. 
From the foregoing, it is believed that it will 

be understood that the construction and arrange 
ment described provides a simple and ‘practical 
form of sheet dispenser that may be readily made 
of metal or plastic parts, and which, in use, func 
tions efficiently for the intended purpose. 
As shown in Figure 1, the end wall i’of the 

As the volume of , 

' 4 
casing may be provided with cooperating guide’ 
members In on the side and bottom edges of the 
casing for receiving a menu or other card. 

I claim: 7 

A napkin dispenser, including, a cover having 
opposite side-walls, each provided with an open 
ing, a bottom wall, an inverted V-shaped follower 
unit including opposite spring leaves and angu 

’ larly disposed spring ?ngers struck out from the 
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body of said leaves, the bottom of “said leaves and 
the upper portions of the ?ngers serving to en 

, gage upper and lower portions of napkins con 

?ned between one side of the unit and the inner 
side of the related opening in the cover, and pairs 
of spaced studs projecting inwardly from the up 
per portion of the casing to slidably receive the 

' apex of said unit and ‘anchor the upper portion 
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thereof in the cover. 
EARL N. BORDEN. 

REFERENCES CITED 
The following references are of record in the 

?le of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
1,678,339 Horwitt _____ _‘___‘___ July 24, 1928 
1,791,586 Todd _____________ __ Feb. 10, 1931 
1,793,682 Dahl _____________ __ Feb. 24, 1931 
2,055,493 Mothersall _______ __ Sept. 29, 1936 
2,252,616 Broeren et a1 ______ __ Aug. 12, 1941 


