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This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in, shoes and. the primary object of 
the present invention is to provide a shoe having 
a sole portion and a detachable upper that will 
permit uppers of various sizes,‘ shapes and colors 
to.‘ be interchangeable with the sole. portion. 
Another important object of the. present, in 

vention is to provide a, shoe including a sole por 
tion, an upper, and novel and‘ improved means 
for detachably securing the upper to thesole 
portion. and in such a manner as to permit. the 
said shoe tobe employed by a user in a comforta 
ble manner. . a . ‘ 

Yet another object of the present invention is 
to providea shoe having a detachable upper and 
including a sole portion that is provided with 
novel and improved cushioning means that will 
permit the same to be comfortably worn by a 
user and which will absorb and reduce the nor 
mal shock prevailing during the engagement of 
the shoe with a hard surface, such as a walk or 
the like. 7 

A further object of the present invention is 
to provide a shoe construction of the aforemen 
tioned character that is extremely neat and at 
tractive in appearance and which includes an 
upper and a sole portion that are quickly and 
readily assembled or disassembled in a conven 
ient manner. 
A still further aim of the present invention is 

to provide a shoe having a detachable upper 
that is simple and practical in construction, 
small and compact in structure, strong and re 
liable in use, relatively inexpensive to manufac 

, ture, and otherwise well adapted for the purposes 
for which the same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the 

details of construction and operation as more 
fully hereinafter described and claimed, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings 
forming part hereof, wherein like numerals re 
fer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper of 
the present shoe construction; 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of thesole por 

tion of the present shoe construction; and 
Figure 3 is a transverse vertical sectional view 

taken substantially through the center of the 
present shoe construction and showing the man 
ner in which the upper is applied to the sole 
:portion. ' 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, 
wherein for the purpose of illustration, there is 
disclosed a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the numeral l0 represents the sole 
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portion of the present invention generally, in 
cluding anjouter sole ii of. any suitable material 
such as rubber, leather, wood or other‘ such ? 
brous construction’ - 

Suitably fixed to the upper face of the- outer 
sole l2 and forming a part of the sole portion 
[-8, is a mid-sole M of preferably leather mate 
rial that conforms to the contour or curvature 
of the outer sole l-2l ‘ 
The sole portion In valsov includes a laminated 

inner sole composed of an upper layer Hi, of 
preterablyleather material, and a resilient cush: 
ion-ing element or pad. :8. The upper layer it‘ 
and the pad la are secured together by any 
suitable adhesive means‘ such as cement, glue or 
the like,v and the lower face: of the pad 18 is se 
cured by glue, cement or the like to the mid 
sole M. 

It should be noted, that the outer sole l'2, the 
mid-sole l4, and the inner sole l6, I8 are all 
similar in shape so that the exterior portions 
thereof are substantiallv'flush to prevent un 
desirable projections which would tend to effect 
a separation of the parts during use of the ‘pres 
ent shoe. ' 

To further secure the mid-sole l4 and the in 
ner sole l6, l8 to the outer sole l2, there is pro 
vided auxiliary anchoring means 20 that assume 
the form of nails, as illustrated. However, other 
such means may be employed to function in the 
desired capacity, such as screws or dowel pins. 

Spaced parallel to the side edges of the lami 
nated inner sole l6, I8, is a pair of substantially 
channel shaped grooves, recesses or slots 22 that 
are provided in the pad l8 and which communi 
cater with a pair of slots 24 that are provided 
in the outer layer [6 of the laminated inner sole. 
The edges adjacent to and de?ning the slots 

24 overlie the slots 22 to provide retaining strips 
or edges 26 for a purpose which will later be 
more fully‘ apparent. 
The numeral 28 represents the upper of the 

present invention generally, which assumes the 
form of a heel, strap type, as illustrated in 
Figure 1. This upper 28 may be of any suitable 
pliable and ?exible material, such as leather, 
canvas, cloth, or plastic which may be easily 
cleaned and replaced without effecting an appre 
ciable cost, and is also suitably colored or deco 
rated to the desired pattern of a user. 
The upper 28 includes a pair of longitudinal 

edges 30 which are suitably anchored by cement, 
glue or the like in longitudinal recesses 32 pro 
vided in elongated, resilient follower strips 34. 
The forward or toe portion of the sole portion 
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I0 is cut-off as at 36 to provide entrance open 
ings for the slots 22 and 24. 
In practical use of the present invention, the 

follower strips 34 are slipped into the slots 22 
through the entrance openings in the forward 5 
ends thereof, the edges 26 overlie the upper faces 
of the strips 34 to retain the same within the slots 
22, and the exposed portions of theupper 28, 
immediately adjacent the strips 34, are'received 
in the slots 24, as shown best in Figure 3 of the 
drawings. . 

The upper is shown constructed in a preferred 
embodiment with an adjustable heel strap or a 
buckle type heel strap 38, and a toe opening 40. 
Further, the edges of the upper 28 are folded 
inwardly upon themselves and secured to them 
selves by stitches or the like. However, it should 
be noted that any suitable upper could be em 
ployed without the necessity of having to provide 
a toe opening although’ it is‘ necessary that a 
heel strap be provided insofar‘as ‘the slots pro-" 
vided in thersole portion terminate adjacent the 
heel portion of the sole portion IO. ' 
In view of the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawings 
it is believed that a clear understanding of the 
construction, ‘operation and advantages of theE 
device will be quite apparent to those skilled in 
this art. A more detailed description is accord 
ingly' deemed unnecessary. '_ " 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though there is herein shown and described a 
preferred embodiment of the invention the same 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the spirit of the invention 'as herein 
described and the scope of the appended claim. 

10 

Having described the invention, what is 
claimed as new is: 
‘A shoe comprising a sole portion and a de 

tachable upper carried by the sole portion, said 
sole portion including an outer sole, a mid-sole 
secured to the outer sole and a laminated inner 
sole secured to the mid-sole, said laminated inner 
sole being composed of Y a cushioning alement 
and an outer layer overlying and secured, to said 
cushioning element, said ‘cushioning element hav 

._ ing a pair of slots therein and said outer layer 

is 

also having a pair of slots therein communicating 
with the slots in said cushioning element, said 
upper including a pair of longitudinal edges, and a 

_ resilient strips ?xed to the longitudinal edges of 
said upper slidably received in the slots in said 
cushioning element, at least one edge of each of 
theslots in said outer layer overlying said resil 
ient strips to retain the latter in the slots in said 
cushioning element. _ 

' ' ' I FRED-V. BRYANT. 
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