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The present invention relatesto back rests of 
the type which may be secured to bench seats 
or planks and more particularly to back rests 
which may be secured to bench seats in more 
than one position. 
Back rests are known having clamping means 

for securing the rest in one ?xed position on a 
plank or bench seat. Some rests are pivotally 
mounted to the clamping means to permit the 
back rest to be turned in any direction. One dis 
advantage of this latter type of back rest is that 
a relatively complex and heavy support is re 
quired in order to hold the back rest su?iciently 
steady when it is pivoted. 
The present back rest overcomes these and 

other difficulties in that it is simple in construc 
tion and is light weight. Nevertheless, it per 
mits the back rest to be easily and ?rmly posi 
tioned either longitudinally of the bench or plank 
or transversely thereof. This feature is of par 
ticular value when the back rest is used on seats 
of row boats or the like while ?shing, since it 
enables one to face over the stern or over the 
side of the boat, whichever is desired. 
The present invention is illustrated in the ac 

companying drawings in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the back rest 

disposed longitudinally of the bench; 
Figure 2 illustrates a detail of the clamping de 

vice for securing the back rest to the ‘bench; 
Figure 3 is a side elevation of the back rest in 

its collapsed position; 
Figure 4 is a perspective view, partially broken 

away, showing the back rest arranged trans 
versely of the bench; and 
Figure 5 is a plan view of one of the clamping 

means showing the alternative position of the 
clamp in dotted lines. 
With reference to Figure 1, the back rest com 

prises a U-shaped frame II which is adapted to 
rest upon the top of a bench seat I2. A back 
member I3 is hingedly secured to the back of 
the U-shaped frame II by any conventional 
means such as pins or pivots l4. A chain IE or 
some other similar means is provided for limiting 
the backward movement of the back member l3. 
The forward ends of the U-shaped frame II are 
provided with clamping members l6 which are 
pivotally mounted to the frame by pivots H. The 
clamps l6 comprise U-shaped elements which are 
adapted to ?t around the edge of the bench l2. 
The distance between the arms of the clamps I6 
is su?icient to accommodate the thickest plank 
or bench on which the back rest might be used. 
A clamping screw I8 is threadedly mounted in 
the lower arm of the {VJ-shaped element and is 
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2 
adapted to bear against the bottom of the-bench 
l2 to secure the clamp in position, as shown in 
Figure 2. 
The U-shaped frame is composed of a resilient 

material which may be metal, plastic, etc., as 
shown in Figure 1. The cross-sectional shape of 
the resilient material may be of any desired con 
?guration to permit the arms to ?ex in the plane 
of the U, i. e. in the horizontal plane, as seen 
in Figure 1, but to be relatively in?exible in the 
vertical plane. As shown, the cross-sectional 
shape is rectangular with the narrower dimension 
resting on the bench. The ends of the arm are 
twisted through 90°, as best seen in Figures 2 and 
5, so that the ends of the arms to which the 
clamping members It are pivoted will be ?at and 
will be parallel to the upper arms of the U-shaped 
clamps [6. 
As shown in Figure 3, the back member it may 

be folded forward so that it will lie substantially 
parallel to the U-shaped. frame [I for compact 
ness and ease in transportation. 
As shown in Figure 4, the back rest may be dis 

posed transversely of the bench. In this case the 
arms of the U-shaped frame H are squeezed to 
gether, if necessary, to enable the clamps It to 
engage opposite sides of the bench. As can be 
seen, the clamps [6 are turned through a 90° 
angle from the position shown in Figures 1 and 2. 
Obviously, if the bench or plank is wider than 
the normal distance between the arms of the 
frame II, the arms can be sprung apart to per 
mit the clamps IE to engage the opposite edges 
of the bench. 
The clamping screw I8 is disposed nearer the 

end of the lower arm of the U-shaped clamp 16 
than the pivot I‘! on the upper arm of the clamp. 
This relative arrangement is best seen in Figure 
2 and permits the clamping elements to se 
curely engage the edges of the bench at a point 
removed from the extreme edge thereof. This 
is particularly advantageous when the back rest 
is used in the position shown in Figure 4. 

It will be understood that, whereas the inven 
tion has been described with reference to the 
speci?c modi?cation disclosed in the drawings, it 
is nevertheless intended that various changes 
and alterations which would occur to one skilled 
in the art are not excluded. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A back rest for attachment to a bench seat 

comprising a substantially U-shaped frame hav 
ing forwardly extending arms, a clamping mem 
ber located adjacent the outer end of each of the 
arms of the frame, a pivot connecting each of 
said clamping members to the armsof said frame, 
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the axis of each pivot being in a plane substan 
tially perpendicular to the plane of the U-shaped 
frame whereby said clamping members may be 
pivoted in a plane substantially parallel to the 
plane of the U-shaped frame, thus permitting 
engagement of both of said clamping members 
on the same side or on opposite sides of the bench 
seat, and a back member hingedly mounted to 
the back of the frame. 

2. A back rest as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
the arms of said frame are resilient in the plane 
of the U-shaped frame to permit engagement 
of said clamping members to a bench seat having 
a width different from the normal distance be 
tween the arms of the U-shaped frame. 

3. A back rest as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
the clamping members comprise U-shaped 
clamps, each of said pivots connecting one arm of 
each of said clamps to an arm of the U-shaped 
frame. 

4. A back rest as claimed in claim 3 wherein 
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the U-shaped clamps include means connected 
to each of the other arms of the U-shaped clamps 
for releasably securing the clamps to the bench 
seat. 

5. A back rest as claimed in claim 4 wherein 
said releasable securing means are disposed 
nearer the ends of the corresponding arms of the 
clamps than the pivots connected to the otheij 
arms of said clamps. ! 
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