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The present invention relates broadly to en 
closure ‘apparatus, and in its speci?c phases to 
a sectional portable fence. ' 

Fences in the past have either utilized driven 
posts at conventional spacings, or have been of 
the zig-zag type, such as old style rail fences 
which commonly have a block under each corner 
to hold them above ground, and which depend 
upon being held in that zig~zag relationship to 
anchor them against falling over. City dwellers 
frequently would like to have a small enclosure 
in their yard, sometimes at a ?xed location for 
a small flower or vegetable garden, and at other 
times one which is readily movable for children 
or pets. While they might have a short piece 
of fencing on hand, they would seldom have fence 
posts, and still less often would they have a sledge 
hammer to drive the posts. Driven posts make 
the enclosure at least semi-permanent, and re 
quire a gate for ingress and egress from the 
fenced area, a thing which again is usually miss 
ing. It was a recognition of this problem which 
led to the conception and development of th 
present invention. ‘ 

Accordingly among the objects of the present 
invention is the provision of a sectional portable 
fence which does not require driven posts. 
Another object is to provide a relatively light 

weight sectional portable fence which may be 
readily separated at the end of any section to 
provide for ingress or egress, and to facilitate 
assembly and disassembly of the sections from 
each other. 
Another object is to removably mount the adj a 

cent ends of a pair of sections of the portable 
fence on suitable base plates having-stabilizing 
means, thus avoiding the necessity of driven 
posts. 
A further object is to releasably anchor to 

gether the upper adjacent ends of a pair of sec 
tions with a removable link. 
A further object is to provide a compact self 

supporting sectional portable fence which is rela 
tively inexpensive and easy to manufacture, and 
may be readily assembled and disassembled with 
out the use of tools. 

Still further objects and advantages will ap 
pear as the description proceeds. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 

related ends, the invention, then, consists of the 
means heerinafter fully described and particu 
larly pointed out in the claims, the annexed 
drawing and the following description setting 
forth in detail certain means for carrying out 
the invention, such disclosed means illustrating, 
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however, but several of various ways in which the 
principle of the invention may be used.‘ 
In the annexed drawing; 
Figure 1 shows a perspective view of an assem 

bly embodying a‘ preferred form of the present 
invention. ‘ , 

Figure 2 shows a side view of a preferred form 
of the sectional ‘fence‘of the‘present invention. 
Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary side view 

showing one typical manner of joining the upper 
end of two adjacent sections of the sectional 
fence. ‘ , . 

Figure 4 shows a top view of three different 
shapes of base plates‘ for the sectional fence. 
Figure 5 shows a plain top link for fastening 

together the upper end of two sections of the 
present fence. , 

Figure 6 shows a top link which has a thumb 
screw for holding same relatively rigidly in place. 
Figure 7 shows a typical form of wide support 

base plate. l 

Figure 8 shows a modi?ed form of base plate 
having upward projections adapted to fit into or 
around the lower end of the end members of the 
fence sections. ‘ ’ 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, the 
assembly of the present invention utilizes sec 
tions I which have end‘members 2 and 3,‘ and ‘ 
cross tying members 4 and 5. For rigidity, low 
cost, and lightness of construction, the end mem 
bers and cross tying members may be made of 
suitable size tubing, and welded together at their . 
junction points. For some purposes, the sectional 
framework thus produced could be used alone 
for fencing. However, to make it more universal 
in application, some form of space closing device 
should be used with it. One of the most con 
venient for this purpose is woven wire 6 which 
may be of any conventional form, although a 
very satisfactory construction involves the‘ use 
of lengthwise strands l and crosswise strands 
8, all of which may be welded or otherwise fas 
tened together. The ends1 of the lengthwise 
strands are preferably electric welded to end 
members 2 and 3, and if desired the crosswise 
strands may be electric. welded to cross ties 4 
and 5. . ‘ 

When the portable fence‘ sections are to be 
assembled to produce an anclosure, one form of 
which is shown in Figure 1, a ‘base plate 9 with 
suitable openings I0 is‘used to receive and hold 
the lower ends of a pair of ‘adjacent end mem 
bers 2 and 3 of fence sections I. Openings ‘Ill 
may pass completelythrough plate 9, or may be 
blind with the bottom closed ‘or partially closed 
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to prevent end members 2 and 3 from passing 
completely therethrough. The lower end of end 
members 2 and 3 may be full size, shouldered a 
short distance from the very bottom, or the like, 
to cooperate with holes it in base plate 9 under 
assembly conditions, and the showing is intended 
to diagrammatically illustrate the various equiv“ 
alent constructions of this type. While in Figure 
1 the base plate ii is shown as rectangular with 
holes It] crosswise thereof, the invention is not 
limited to that speci?c construction but rather 
various designs of base plates may be used. Two 
other typical variations are shown in Figure 4 
and these consists of a round plate 9a, and a 
diagonally located hole rectangular plate lib, 
while in Figure 'l a wide support base plate do 
is illustrated. This latter type of construction is 
especially suitable when a large pen or a rela 
tively straight span of several sections of fence 
is to be utilized, and greater stability desired than 
is provided by relatively "small base plates 2. 
Instead of using ground plates with holes as 

shown in Figures 4 and '7, the ground plate may 
be further modi?ed speci?cally for use with'tu 
bular end members as shown in Figure 8. Here 
the ground plate M is provided with upwardly 
projecting members [6 adapted to ?t into the 
lower end of tubular end members 2 and 3. On 
the other hand members it may be tubular and 
a little larger than the end members so as to 
form sockets for the lower end of same. This 
latter construction is thus suitable for use with 
either tubular or solid end members. 
The upper end of end members 2 and 3, if de 

sired, may be left un?nished where cut off. 
However, where the end members are made of 
round tubing, and it is desired to not only dress 
them up but keep water from running through 
them during use in rainy weather, the upper end 
of the tubing may be threaded for the recep 
tion of a closing member, such as a cap H. In 
stead of threading the tubing, the cap maybe 
welded, brazed, riveted, provided with a set 
screw, or otherwise fastened to the end of the 
tubing. - 

In order to fasten the upper end of a pair of 
adjacent end members 2 and 3 together in form 
ing an enclosure or the like out of the portable 
sections, a link l2 may be used. These links will 
be provided with a pair of openings it which, 
to facilitate assembly, are spaced apart approxi 
mately the same distance as openings it in base 
plate a used at the lower end of the end members 
2 and 3. The size of openings It will depend 
largely upon the size of end members 2 and 3 
and upon whether caps l l are used. Where caps 
are used the openings preferably would be large 
enough to permit the capped ends of at least one 
of the end members to pass therethrough. That 
type of construction facilitates ready assembly 
and disassembly as well as opening the assembly 
at the junction of a pair of sections for purposes 
of ingress or egress to the enclosed area. On the 
other hand it may be desired to have the fence 
less easily disassembled and in that case holes l3 
may be just slightly larger than end members 2 
and 3, and smaller than caps l I, so that the lat 
ter will have to be removed each time av pair'of 
sections are to be joined or disjoined. It is in 
tended that the showing in the drawing be con 
sidered as diagrammatically illustrating these 
Various types of construction. ‘ . 

Instead of using a plain link I2 for fastening 
the upper end of a pair of fence sections to 
gether, it may be desired to clamp .the'link in 
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13 
place. A typical link l'2a of this construction 
is shown in Figure 6 wherein the link has an up 
wardly directed end M which is drilled and 
threaded for the reception of a thumb screw l5 
adapted to be screwed into engagement with the 
upper end of one of the end members 2 or 3, or 
cap ii if same is used thereon. The tightening 
of the thumb screw when the fence sections are 
assembled in place, helps to stiffen the assembly, 
and prevents accidental removal of the link dur 
ing use. 
When four or more sections of the portable 

fence are put together, as typically illustrated in 
Figure 1 they provide an ideal small pen for a 
child, dog, lamb, or the like, and one which may 
be easily moved from place to place as required. 
While it is easy to assemble and disassemble a 
pen made’from these sections, they are also eas 
ily handled and stored due to their lightness and 
compact construction. The fence sections may 
be made from rust proof material, and if not, 
same may be plated, tinned, or galvanized. 
However, for most purposes painting will suflice 
to improve the appearance of the fence and at 
the same time keep it from rusting. 
Other modes of applying the principle of my 

invention may be employed instead of those ex 
plained, change being made as regards the com 
binations herein disclosed, provided the means 
stated by any of the following claims or the 
equivalent of such stated means be employed. 

I therefore particularly point out and dis 
tinctly claim as my invention: 

1. A. portable fence section, said section hav 
ing an upper and a lower crosstie member, a pair 
of substantially parallel and approximately 
equal length end members rigidly joined to the 
corresponding ends of said crosstie members, the 
upper ends of said end members projecting above 
said upper crosstie member while the lower ends 
of said end members project below said lower 
crosstie member, a short rigid link removably 
mounted on the upper end of one of said end 
members, the other end of said link being adapted 
to be joined to the upper end of an end member 
of another like portable fence section, a short re 
movable stabilizing ground plate, and means on 
said ground plate spaced apart substantially the 
same distance as said joining means on said 
upper link for releasably joining and supporting 
the lower end of one of said end members and a 
like end member of another like portable fence 
section, whereby said fence sections may be con 
nected and supported in line with each other or 
at various angles to each other, while said fence 
sections can be separated at will through said 
link and ground plate connections. 

2. A fence, said fence comprising a multiplicity 
of portable sections, each section having a pair 
of substantially parallel. and approximately equal 
length end members joined together by means of 
upper and lower crosstie members spaced from 
the respective ends of said end members, a re 
movable short rigid link for joining the upper 
ends of the adjacent end members of a pair of 
sections to be connected, and a short removable 
but relatively wide stabilizing ground plate fo; 
joining the lower ends of said adjacent end mem 
bers, whereby said fence may be set up with said 
sections either in line or at various angles to each 
other, while said sections can be separated at will 
for disassembly or opening to provide a gateway. 

3. In a fence as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
said link for fastening together the upper ends 
of the adjacent end members of a pair of sections 
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has a portion for rigidly but releasably locking 
same in place on the upper portion of at least 
one of said end members, whereby said fence is 
stiffened when said link is rigidly locked in place. 

4.. In a fence as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
there is a removable cap on the upper end of 
each of said end members, said short rigid link 
being mounted on said end members above said 
upper crosstie member and below said cap, where 
by said cap acts as a removable holding means 
for said link. 

5. In a fence as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
said link for fastening together the upper ends 
of the adjacent end members of a pair of sections 
has a portion for rigidly but releasably locking 
same in place on the upper portion of at least 
one of said end members, and wherein there is a 
removable cap on the upper end of each of said 
end members, said short rigid link being mounted 
on said end members above said upper crosstie 
member and below said cap, whereby said fence 
is stiifened when said link is rigidly locked in 
place, and said cap acts as a removable holding 
means for said link. 

6. In a fence as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
said ground plate has elongated sidewise extend 
ing arms, and releasable connecting portions for 
the lower ends of said end members at the adja 
cent ends of a pair of portable sections, whereby 
said fence is not only readily releasable and sup 
ported on said ground plate, but said elongated 
arms still further stabilize said fence under con 
ditions of use. 
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7. In a fence as set forth in claim 2, wherein 

said link for fastening together the upper ends 
of the adjacent end members of a pair of sections 
has a portion for rigidly but releasably locking 
same in place on the upper portion of at least 
one of said end members, and wherein there is 
a removable cap on the upper end of each of said 
end members, said short rigid link being mounted 
on said end members above said upper crosstie 
member and below said cap, and further wherein 
said ground plate has elongated sidewise extend 
ing arms with releasable connecting portions for 
the lower ends of said end members at the adja 
cent ends of a pair of portable sections, whereby 
said fence is stiffened when said link is rigidly 
locked in place, said cap acts as a removable hold 
ing means for said link, and said elongated arms 
of said ground plate further stabilize said fence 
under conditions of use. 

DAVID L. COOPER. 
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