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This‘ invention relates to ‘a new and improved 
rim" for tissue dispenser openings and has for one 
of its principal objects the provision'of means ‘for 
outlining'the opening with'a rim. 
An important obj'ect‘of this invention is toproe 

vidé a rim member of plastics material adapted 
to outline the dispenser opening of a cleansing 
tissue box. 
Another important object of this ‘invention is 

to provide a ‘detachable rim member for tissue 
container dispensers which provides strength and 
rigidity'to the ?exible cardboard opening of tis 
sue boxes now on the‘ market. 
A furth‘er'obje‘ct of the invention is to provide 

an ‘illuminated opening for cleansing tissue dis~ 
p'ense'rs'. 

'A still ‘further object of this invention is the 
provision‘ of a rim member of luminous material 
outlinin'g‘the‘opening in a tissue dispenser. 

Still another'object of the invention is to pro 
vide a plastics rim member for quick attachment 
and detachment to and from tissue container dis 
pensers, whereby the rim may be readily locked in 
position on cleansing tissue boxes in which the 
tissues-are purchased or may be attached to a 
special container from which the tissues are dis 
pensed; . 

Another important object of this invention is 
to provide a cleansing tissue container. dispenser 
with-a1 luminous plastics material bordering the 
dispenser opening. . 

(:Jl'e‘ansin'g tissue container dispensers custom 
arily‘include a-box-like portion into which folded 
tissues-are placed. The top of the container dis 
pen'ser-is provided with an opening through which 
individual tissues may be withdrawn. In certain 
types of tissue boxes the opening in the top is 
an elongated slit. Usually the tissues in this type 
of Ibox‘are folded in such a manner that upon 
withdrawing the tissue projecting from the slit, 
a succeeding tissue is drawn up into position for 
subsequent withdrawal. Still other types of boxes 
have larger openings in the tops thereof for the 
removal of tissues not interfolded. However, in 
both instances it is essential to the removal of 
tissues to be able to locate the opening in the 
top of the box. Of course in the daytime or in a 
lighted room, ?nding the opening is no problem 
at all. Ina darkened room, however, it is often 
necessary to use tissues and in order to elimi 
nate the groping in the dark, it is the object 
of this invention to outline the opening regard 
less of its size with a luminous plastics material 
in which event the opening is readily visible in 
the dark. 
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Other and further important objects of this 

invention will become apparent from the disclo 
sures in the following speci?cation and accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view ofv a cleansing 
tissue container dispenser incorporating the prin 
ciples of this invention. 
Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 

2-2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a top plan view of a modi?ed form 

of tissue container dispenser. 
Figure 4 is a perspective View of a regular card 

board cleansing tissue container dispenser show 
ing the rim member of this invention applied 
thereto. 

Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view taken 
through the tissue container dispenser as shown 
in Figure 4 and showing the rim of this inven 
tion being applied thereto. 
Figure 6 is a sectional view taken on the line 

6—6 of Figure 4. 
Figure '7 is a sectional view taken on the line 

7-‘! of Figure 6. 
Figure 8 is a sectional view taken on the line 

8—8 of Figure 6. 
As shown in the drawings: 
The reference numeral It! indicates generally 

a cleansing tissue container dispenser having a 
box portion H including front and rear sides, 
ends, a top, and a bottom. The top or cover 12 
of the dispenser is attached by means of hinges 
it to the rear side of the dispenser. A handle 
it is ?xed to the front and center. The cover 
52 may be raised about its hinges l3 and a plu 
rality of folded tissues inserted therein either in 
the box in which the tissues are originally pur 
chased or removed from their original container. 
The top of the box is shown with an elongated 

slit l5. An individual tissue [6 is shown pro 
jecting through the slit l5, and a luminous plas 
tics rim member I‘! outlines the elongated slit [5. 
As best shown in Figure 2, the rim I‘! has an 
inverted L-shape in cross section. The upright 
leg portion I8 ?ts down within the side walls of 
the slit l5, and the cross portion or lip I9 over 
laps the top surface of the cover l2 preventing 
the rim from falling within the box l I. 
The luminous rim I‘! is held in position by a 

cement or other adhesive as shown at 20 in Fig 
ure 2. The container-dispenser may be made of 
any suitable material such as wood or plastics or 
may be even cardboard. 

Figure 3 shows another cleansing tissue con 
tainer dispenser 21 having a cover 22 with hinges 
23 joining the cover to the lower portion of the 
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container. A handle 24 is positioned in the front 
and center of the cover 22 and corresponds to the 
handle H! as shown in Figure l. The removal 
aperture 25 for the cleansing tissues is consider 
ably larger and of different shape than the open 
ing shown in the type of box in Figure 1. The 
tissues are stacked one on top of the other with 
out any interfolding. Removal of one tissue does 
not, therefore, draw out the start of another tis 
sue. In this large opening box, the hand is in 
serted through the opening and the tissues with 
drawn as desired. Here again, however, a rim 26 
of luminous plastics material is positioned around 
the periphery of the opening 25, thus illuminating 
the outline of the opening. Removal of tissues 
may then be accomplished in the dark in the 
same manner as the device shown in Figure 1. 
The necessity for an illuminated opening for 

tissue dispensers is very important. oftentimes a 
person has a cold and it is necessary for him to 
use cleansing tissues throughout the night. The 
application of this invention to the home depicts 
only a minor part of the usefulness of this illumi 
nated opening dispenser. ‘In hospitals or sani 
tariums or the like,'the usefulness of the illumi 
nated opening for tissue dispensers will be in 
valuable. Patients not familiar with the sur 
roundings will be able to reach for tissues and 
?nd them without bothering busy nurses and 
without searching for an electric light switch. 
In many hospitals the patient is not permitted 
to turn on the light in a room for the reason 
that it will bother other patients in the room, and 
in such a situation the luminous rim for tissue 
dispensers will aid the patient in ?nding the tis 
sues and eliminates groping'around in the dark. 
As best shown in Figure ll, a cardboard contain 

er-dispenser 2? as purchased has had a rim mem 
ber 28 applied to the elongated slit 29 extending 
down the center of the top of the box. The ap 
plication of a, rim to this elongated slit improves 
the dispenser in many ways. A ?rst function of 
the rim 28 is to increase the strength of the card 
board dispenser which has been materially Weak 
ened by the removal of a portion of the top to 
form the slit therein. The rim 23 is preferably 
of some material stronger than cardboard, al 
though it should be understood that a heavy card 
board rim would be applicable in the same man 
ner as any other material. The portions of the 
top of the cardboard box 2?, namely, 30 and 3!, 
which run alongside the elongated slit 29 be 
come wavy after initial use and oftentimes tear 
or crack during continued use. The rim member 
28 is similar in shape to the rim member ll as 
shown in Figure l of the drawings. ‘However, 
in this instance it is not desirable to cement the 
rim to the box for the reason that it is desired 
to use the rim over and over again. 
In order to effect locking of the rim 28 to the 

slit 29, the rim is buckled in the center as shown 
in Figure 5 and locking lugs 32 at each end there 
of are permitted to engage the under side of the 
top of the box 27. The particular shape of the 
locking lugs 32 is shown in detail in Figure ‘I. 
When the locking lugs engage the under side of 
the top, an annular lip 33 comprising the top of 
the rim 28 engages the top of the box 21 along 
the portions 30 and 3!. A depending leg 31! ex 
tends downwardly from the lip portion 33 of the 
rim 28 within the slit 29. The rim is prefera 
bly made of a somewhat resilient plastics mate 
rial, enabling it to be sprung as shown in Figure 
5 for the attachment to the box and yet sun? 
ciently strong to'resume its original ?at shape‘to 
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maintain the cardboard edges of the slit 29 in a 
?at position. The rim 28 protects the cardboard 
edges from becoming torn and forms an easy 
smooth opening through which a tissue 35 may be 
withdrawn without contact with the cardboard 
edges. 
The original cardboard edges of the slit 29 are 

necessarily rough because they are formed by per 
forations being made in the top of the cardboard 
box. Withdrawing tissues past these rough edges 
causes the tissue to become torn or caught in 
the rough edges. Withdrawing succeeding tissues 

. therefore only increases this hazard, and before 
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the tissues in the box are entirely used up the 
top of the box is considerably mutilated. 
As previously stated the rim 28 is preferably 

made of a plastics material. This material may 
be highly colored or ornamental, as desired, and 
it is a particular feature of this invention to have 
the rim of a luminous material which as shown 
in conjunction with Figures 1, 2, and 3 will out 
line the opening of a tissue container dispenser 
in a darkened room. 
The rim may be withdrawn from the card 

board box after all the tissues have been dis 
pensed just as easily as it is put on the box, 
merely by buckling the middle of the rim suffi 
ciently to withdraw the locking lugs 32 from 

The material 
although designated as plastics may be equally 
suitable in metal. The rim as stated performs 
the function of maintaining the periphery of the 
paper dispensing slit rigid, provides a smooth 
opening through which the tissues may be with 
drawn, and in addition provides an ornamental 
or colorful touch to the tissue box and if the 
luminous plastics material is employed permits 
the opening to be readily visible in the dark. 

I am aware that details of construction may be 
varied without departing from the principles dis 
closed herein, and I therefore do not propose 
limiting the patent granted hereon otherwise than 
as necessitated by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A removable rim for rough openings of 

elongated shape in relatively flat cardboard ob 
jects comprising a ?at peripheral portion adapted 
to overlie the surface of the object adjacent the 

' opening, a vertical portion depending from said 
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flat peripheral portion, and means at the lower 
opposed ends of said vertical portion for engaging 
the under surface of the object adjacent the 
opening, said means including opposed lugs at the 
ends of said rim, said lugs being of less width 
than the opening, said rim being strong and some 
what resilient and having a smooth inner sur 
face whereby the rim may be arched upon inser 
tion into the opening and release of the arch per 
mits the opposed lugs to spread outwardly be 
neath the underside of the surface adjacent the 
opening and paper articles may be withdrawn 
through the rimmed opening without tearing the 
paper article or- damaging the cardboard object. 

2. A removable rim for rough openings of elon 
gated shape in relatively ?at cardboard objects 
comprising a flat peripheral portion adapted to 
overlie the surface of the object adjacent the 
opening, a vertical portion depending from said 
?at peripheral portion, and means at the lower 
end of said vertical portion for engaging the 
under surfaceof the object adjacent the elon 
gated opening, said means including opposed lugs 
of less width than the opening at the ends of 
said rim, said rim member being made of a some 
what resilient smooth luminous plastics :mate 
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rial whereby the rim is slightly buckled upon 
insertion into the opening and upon release of 
the buckling the rim resumes its normal ?at shape 
with the opposed lugs gripping the underside of 
the surface of the object adjacent the opening. 

KENNETH T. SNOW. 
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