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This invention relates to a mounting bracket 
for a basketball goal. 
There are two basic designs for the mounting 

brackets for basketball goals which are now in 
use. » The most common design of bracket is 
adapted to be permanently fastened against a 
backboard. The other is provided with means 
for clipping it over the top edge of a door or the 
like. If not screwed to the door, the goal instal 
lation is only temporary and may be easily re 
moved when not in use. The goal of this inven 
tion includes a bracket which may be installed 
in either of the above two ways. 
In making a permanent installation of the 

bracket of this invention, it is securely fastened 
against a backboard. It is provided with a chan 
nel which may be clipped over the top edge of 
a door for atemporary installation. With the 
latter‘installation the wall above the door frame 
may serve as a-rebound surface. In the goal of 
this invention, the hoop is detachable from the 
bracket. It will ‘be-supported by the bracket in 
a horizontal plane regardless of the position in 
which the bracket is installed. ‘ 
This goal is easily and inexpensively manufac 

tured. It consists only of the hoop and bracket, 
and the net which is supported by the hoop. It is 
preferably of a light-weight construction and is 
intended to be used by boys around a playground 
or in a home. For home use the removable instal 
lation is desirable since the goal may be supported 
by clipping it over a garage door, for example, and 
then removing it after the game is ?nished. 
The goal will be further described with refer- 

ence to the drawings, in which 
Fig. 1 is a perspective View of the goal when 

clipped over the top of a door; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the goal when 

rigidly fastened against a backboard; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the novel mount 

ing bracket; 
Fig. 4 is a detail of a plan view of the end por 

tions of the hoop which are engaged with the 
mounting bracket; 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged side elevation of the as 
sembly of Fig. l; and 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged side elevation of a portion 
of the assembly of Fig. 2. 
Bracket l is best shown in Fig. 3‘. It is formed 

of a narrow plate of thin gauge sheet metal which 
may be easily stamped or bent to shape. The 
shaping operation forms a channel in the plate 
which extends laterally across it and is closer to 
one end than the other. The walls of this channel 
are joined at right angles to one another and 
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2 
they are designated as bracket sections 2, 3, and 4 . 
respectively. Sections 5 and 6 lie in the same 
plane and are substantially perpendicular to sec 
tions 2 and 4 of the channel, respectively. Section 
6 is longer than section 5. The outer end of sec 
tion 6 is bent at'right angles to form the narrow 
?ange 'l. v 

The hoop 8 of the goal may be formed by bend 
ing a stiff wire to shape. The end portions 9 and 
I9 of the wire forming the hoop 8 are bent out 
wardly from the hoop in the plane of the circular 
portion as shown in Fig. 4. ‘They are bent toward 
one another so that when placed ?at against a 
surface of the bracket they will resist twisting of 
the hoop when hit from above or below. At the 
outermost end of each, a hook I2 is formed by 
offsetting each endportion 9 and IS a distance 
about equal to the thickness of'the wire and the 
metal of the bracket, leaving the outermost ends 
of the hooks I2 parallel to the plane of the bal 
ance of the hoop. 
The ends of the hoop are engageable with dif 

ferent sections of the brackets depending on the 
position in which the bracket is installed. The 
hoop is preferably made of steel with su?icient ' 
resiliency to allow and portions 9 and I 0 to be 
sprung into supporting means on the bracket I 
and be rigidly supported thereby. The hoop is 
rigid enough, however, to retain its circular shape 
while the goal is in use. 

Sections 2, 3, and 4 of bracket I form a channel 
which is adapted to be clipped over the edge of ‘ 
a door I3 in the manner shown in Figs. 1 and 5. 
Bracket l is easily installed in this position and 
the goal will be rigidly held thereby. Section 6 
protrudes outwardly from door l3 when the 
bracket I is so installed and is adapted to supply 
the support for hoop 8. There is an indentation 
Hi in each edge of flange 1, and the bottom edge 
of each indentation is preferably ?ush with the 
top surface of section 6. This holds the end por 
tions 9 and m of the hoop against this section 
and adds rigidity to the hoop, preventing it from 
twisting when struck from above or below. There 
are also two holes I8 through section 6 near the 
line where it joins with section 4. To engage 
hoop 8 with the bracket when in the position 
shown in Figs 1 and 5, the hooks I2 are inserted 
into holes I8 and portions 9 and II] of hoop 8 
are sprung into indentations It in the edges oi 
?ange ‘i. It is noted that in this assembly (Fig. 
5) the end portions 9 and I9 lie ?ush against 
the top surface of section 6 and the hooks I2 
are directed downwardly. There is enough ten 
sion on the end portions 9 and I0 to press them 
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tightly enough into the indentations IE to pre 
vent lateral shifting of the hoop when hit by balls. 
Placing the wires in indentations l6 prevents any 
Vertical swinging of the hoop. 
The goal may be mounted as a permanent in 

stallation by fastening the bracket I to a back 
board 20 in the manner shown in Figs. 2 and 6. 
Here, sections 5 and 6 of the bracket 1 are fas 
tened ?at against backboard 20 by screws 2| fas 
tened in holes 22 at opposite ends of section 5 
and in section 6. Section 6 extends downwardly 
in this installation and the channeled-portion 
consisting of sections 2, 3 and 4 of bracket 1 pro 
trudes outwardly to serve as support for hoop 8. 
The hoop is engaged with the channeled portion 

with sections 6. The hooks [2 are inserted into 
holes 23 in section 2, and the portions 9 and ID 
are then sprung into indentations 24 which are 
cut into the edges of section 3, with the upper 
edge :?ush with theinner surface of section 2 to 
hold the arms 9 and H] ?at against the under 
surface of section 2 so thatthey will resist twist 
ing. The grip of the ‘hoop against the opposite 
sides ‘of section sprevents lateral movement, and 
indentations 24 hold the portions 9 and In of the 
hoop and prevent the hoop from swinging 
vertically. Fig. 6 shows that in this assembly, 
hooks l2 are directed upwardly through holes 23 
and the end portions 9 and ID are held flat against 
the inner surface of section 2. 
In a preferred form of the invention the mount 

ing bracket is made of relatively light gauge sheet 
metal, and is stiffened by the brace 25 which is 
spot-welded to the outer surfaces of sections 4 
andli. 
A net 39 is slipped around hoop 8 while it is 

disconnected from bracket I. 
What I claim is: 

“,1. A mounting bracket for a basketball goal 
formed from a single piece of sheet metal which 
includes a narrow rear and wider front section 
joined by a channel which rises upwardly there 
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from and is formed of a rear and front wall and 
top, the rear and front wall being parallel and 
the top being perpendicular to the rear and front 
walls and being joined thereto by sharp right 
angles, and a ?ange at the front edge of the front 
section, the undersurface of the front and rear 
sections being ?at, holes in the rear and front 
sections for fastening the ‘bracket to a support, 
two-pairs of holes and two pairs of indentations 
to support a hoop in either of two positions, the 
?rst pair of holes being symmetrically located 
near the base, of the rear wall of the channel with 
the ?rst pair of indentations in the edges of the 
top of the channel near the rear wall, the second 
pair of holes being-symmetrically located near the 
rear edge of‘ the front section and the second pair 
of indentations being located in the edges of the 
?ange,_the spacings of the holes and indentations 
of the first pair being the same as those of the 
second pair. 
2. Themounting‘bracket of claim 1 in which 

the rear edge of each of the ?rst pair of indenta 
tionsis ?ush with the front surface of the ‘rear 
wall, the bottom edge of. each of the second ‘pair-of 
indentations is flush-Withthe upper surface of 
the front section, and. the structure is stiffened 
bya brace the ends of which are fastened to‘the 
uppersurface of the front section and the front 
face of: the front wall, 
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