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This invention is concerned with an article of 
footwear such as an overshoe or the like of the 
rear-opening type. More particularly, the inven 
tion is concerned with a rear-opening overshoe 
provided with a tongue adapted to act as a shoe 
horn to aid in donning the‘overshoe. 
The objects of the invention include providing 

an overshoe of the rear-opening type which may 
be donned without the necessity for soiling the 
hands, providing an overshoe in which the up 
pers may be opened sufficiently to permit ready 
donning and doi?ng, providing an overshoe hav 
ing as an integral part thereof means for guid 
ing the shoe into proper position in the overshoe 
and particularly for guiding the heel of a shoe 
into the heel pocket, and generally providing an 
overshoe combining serviceability and pleasing 
appearance. Other objects will be apparent from 
the description which follows. 
In general, an overshoe embodying this inven 

tion comprises uppers and sole portions joined 
together in a unitary structure in which the up 
pers is split down the back from the top thereof 
to the top of the heel pocket, the uppers having 
closure means for the slit rear zone and having 
a tongue positioned inside the slit rear zone with 
a lower portion of the tongue secured to the 

- uppers across the slit and the upper portion of 
the tongue unsecured to the uppers. 
The invention is best understood by reference 

to the accompanying drawings. 
Of the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a rear view in elevation of an overshoe 

embodying the invention with the upper portion 
closed; 

Fig. 2 is a rear view in elevation of the overshoe 
in condition for donning and dof?ng; and 

Fig. 3 is a section on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 
An overshoe constituting a preferred embodi 

ment of the invention as shown in Fig. 1 consists 
of sole I0 and uppers II portions joined together 
in a unitary structure. The overshoe has a rela 
tively deep heel pocket I2 with a heel bulge I3 
above pocket I2 to conform to the contour of the 
wearer’s shoe, the overshoe having a form-?tting 
ankle-encircling portion I4. The uppers I I is 
divided along a rear zone by a slit I5 which ex 
tends downwardly from the top I6 of the uppers 
and terminates short of the bottom of the heel 
pocket I2, preferably terminating near the top of 
the heel pocket. 
Uppers I I is provided with suitable closure 

means adapted to hold the edges of the divided 
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rear zone in abutting relation, the closure means 55 

'rear zone of uppers II. 

2 
preferably comprising a slide fastener I'I secured 
to the uppers II along the edges of the slit I5. 
A tongue I8 is positioned inside the dividedi 

The lateral edges of- the 
lower portion of tongue Is are secured to uppers 
I I on the respective sides of slit I5 from at least 
the lower end of slit I5 to the top of heel bulge 
I3. The upper portion of tongue I8 is unsecured 
to uppers I I, and tongue I8 extends substantially 
the entire length of slit I5. 
The entire tongue is of inelastic material, and 

the central zone I9 of the lower portion is rela 
tively stiff while the remainder of the tongue is 
relatively ?exible. The lower portion of tongue 
I8 is of su?‘icient width to allow the uppers to be 
spread out to a considerable extent While don 
ning or dof?ng the overshoe. The excess width 
of the tongue folds into generally V-shaped bel 
lows pockets on each side of the stiff central 
zone I9 when the rear of the uppers is closed. 
. Tongue I8 preferably comprises ?exible textile 
fabric which may be waterproofed if desired. 
Central zone I9 of tongue I8 is preferably stiff 
ened by an insert of stiff duck fabric extending 
from the lower end of tongue I8 up to the point 
where the longitudinal edges of the tongue are 
unsecured to the upper, i. e., to the top of the 
heel bulge. The stiffened central zone may be 
formed by any suitable stiffening means as for 
example by impregnating or coating a central 
zone of the tongue with resinous material. This 
central zone serves as a shoe horn to guide the 
heel of the shoe into the heel pocket and thus to 
secure correct positioning of the shoe in the over 
shoe. The reinforced central zone is extended to 
the height at which the heel of a shoe ?rst 
contacts the tongue and prevents undue abrasion 
of the tongue. 

Slit I5 terminates near the top of the heel 
pocket I2 so that the shoe heel must slide into 
the proper place in the pocket with the aid of 
tongue I8. Since tongue I8 serves as a shoe horn, 
it is not necessary or desirable to extend slit I5 
to the bottom of heel pocket I2. Since slit I5 
terminates at the top of heel pocket I2, the shoe 
heel sliding along tongue I8 is always in correct 
position upon entering pocket I2 and this also 
forces the toe of the wearer’s shoe into the toe 
portion of the overshoe without the necessity of 
the wearer soiling his hand by pulling on the sole 
of the overshoe. 
Tongue I8 is secured to uppers II up to the top 

of heel bulge I8 so that the tongue is supported 
by the uppers throughout the entire zone in which 
the shoe heel is in contact with the tongue and 
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exerting pressure thereon. Thus, pressure on the 
tongue in this region tends to pull the overshoe 
onto the shoe. The unsecured upper tongue por 
tion allows the person donning the overshoe to 
grasp the tongue easily and pull the overshoe 
on over the shoe without soiling his hands. 

Since the tongue is adapted to act as a shoe 
horn, it must necessarily be of inelastic material. 
The fullness necessary to allow the uppers to be 
opened beyond its normal condition is provided 
by the bellows pockets of the lower portion of 
the tongue. The tongue is preferably extended 
substantially to the top of the uppers so that it 
also serves as a guard inside the closure means. 
When the overshoe is being worn, the edges of 

the divided rear zone of the upper are held in 
abutting relation by the closure means and the 
tongue is entirely hidden inside the uppers so that 
the overshoe presents a neat and pleasing ap 
pearance. 
The invention hasb'een described in detail with 

reference to an overshoe which constitutes a pre 
ferred embodiment thereof, but the invention 
may be embodied in any rear-opening article of 
footwear where it is desirable to provide means 
integral therewith for guiding the shoe or" the 
wearer into the article. 

Variations and modi?cations may be effected 
within the spirit and scope or“ the invention as 
de?ned in the appended claims. 
Iclaim: 
1. An overshoe having an upper extending 

above the ankle and opening along a slit extend~ 
ingv downwardly from the. top margin in the rear 
of the overshoe, said slit terminating short of the 
bottom of the heel pocket, a shield member 
adapted to act as a shoe horn underlying sub 
stantially the full length of the slit along the 
inner face of the upper and secured to said upper 
along both sides of said slit from the bottom 
thereof to approximately ankle level and extend 
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4 
ing upwardly free of the upper as a relatively 
narrow elongated tongue above said level, rein 
forcing means for stiffening the central zone of 
said shield member from approximately the bot 
tom thereof to at least ankle level, and closure 
means for closing said slit. 

2.. The overshoe of claim 1 in which a bellows 
pocket is provided at each side of said shield 
member in the zone secured to the upper. 

3. An overshoe having an upper extending 
above the ankle and opening along a slit extend 
ing downwardly from the top margin in the rear 
of the overshoe, said slit terminating short of 
the bottom of the heel pocket, a shield member 
adapted to act as a shoe horn underlying sub 
stantially the full length of the slit along the 
inner face of the upper and secured to said upper 
along both sides of said slit from the bottom 
thereof to approximately ankle level and extend 
ing upwardly free of the upper as a relatively 
narrow elongated tongue above said level, a stiff 
ening member secured to the central zone of said 
shield member from approximately the bottom 
thereof to approximately ankle level, and closure 
means for closing said slit. 

4. The overshoe of claim 3 in which a bellows 
pocket is provided at each side of said tongue 
member in the zone secured to the upper. 
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