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It is an object of this invention to provide addi 
tional extensibility to the leg section of a rubber 
boot or other article of footwear. It is a further 
object to construct a boot with a sole and an 
upper constructed of vulcanized rubber and with 
a lining of a stretchable fabric, the rubber upper 
having portions cut away exposing the ?exible 
lining. It is a further object to provide a water 
proof and elastic covering for the exposed sec 
tions of the fabric lining which appear through 
the cutaway portions of the rubber upper. Other 
objects will be apparent from the description 
which follows. 
The invention can he more easily understood 

by referring to the accompanying drawings which 
illustrate a method of making a rubber boot with 
expansible sections in the sides of the upper. 

Fig. l is a side view of the elastic fabric lining 
on a last, the lining being covered with a stencil. 

Fig. 2 is a side view showing the elastic lining, 
the last, the stencil; and a coating of sprayed 
latex particles. 

Fig. 3 is a side view of the ?nished boot. 
Fig. 4 is a cross section on line l-l of Fig. 3. 
The boot of this invention was made as follows: 
Referring to the drawings, the fabric lining I l 

was placed over last l3 and coated with an ad 
hesive rubber composition, and then stencil I2 
was placed around the lining as shown in Fig. 1. 
Discrete particles H of a vulcanizable rubber 
latex were then sprayed on that portion of the, 
fabric lining H showing through the stencil l2. 
The stencil I2 was then removed. A relatively 
stiff rubber shell l9 was fabricated independently 
of the lining and comprised an upper IS, a sole 
IS, a toe reinforcing member l1, and a counter 
reinforcing member l8. After parts of the upper 
leg section were ‘cut away as shown in Fig. 4, the 
shell l9 was pulled over the lining H and adhe 
sively engaged to the lining by the adhesive rub 
ber composition. The holes cut in the rubber 
shell l9 and the latex sprayed portion of the 
lining H were aligned one complementary to the 
other to produce easily deformed portions in the 
upper leg section. Fig. 4 shows the lining II, the 
last I3, the latex particles 14, and the rubber 
upper 15. After the parts were so aligned the 
boot was vulcanized. The portions Of the lining 
which were sprayed with discrete particles of 
latex and were exposed by the cutaway sections 
of the rubber shell were more easily stretched 
than the portions of the lining which were di 
rectly adhered to the rubber shell. The exposed 
portions of lining after being coated with an ad 
hesive rubber composition and sprayed with die 
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2 
crete rubber particles were waterproof, stretch-I 
able, elastic, and attractive in appearance. 

This invention may be used in the manufacture 
of any article of footwear which is fabricated of 
a natural or synthetic vulcanizable rubber and 
fabric and in which there is a need for highly 
elastic and stretchable portions for ease of inser 
tion and removal of the foot of the wearer, or 
for wearing comfort. 
The adhesive composition may be any cement 

such as those made from rubber, synthetic rub 
ber, latex, and the like. Other non-rubber ce 
ments may be used, but since these cements are 
generally not vulcanizable they give less satis 
factory bonds between the fabric lining and the 
vulcanized rubber. 
The vulcanizable latex particles may be of the 

same color as that used for the rubber shell or a 
contrasting color may be'used for added beauty. 
The latex may be sprayed on an adhesive rubber 
composition upon which is enough coagulant to 
coagulate a substantial portion of the latex par 
ticles or the latex spray may be mixed with a 
coagulant spray to form discrete rubber coagula; 
the latter method was used in the preferred ex 
ample. Any vulcanizable natural or synthetic 
rubber may be employed in latex form. 
Although the invention has been described in 

detail with reference to a preferred embodiment, 
it is obvious that numerous modi?cations may be 
made without departing from the scope of the 
invention. For instance, portions of latex 
sprayed fabric lining may appear at any point 
on the article of footwear. In addition modi?ca 
tions may be made in the adhesive used and in, 
the manner in which the latex is sprayed. 
We claim: a 

1. A rubber boot adapted for easy pull-on and 
removal by the wearer which comprises a full 
lining of a readily stretchable, elastic fabric and 
a rubber shell, said rubber shell having cutaway 
sections under which appears said lining covered 
with discrete particles of a rubber, said lining 

~ covered with discrete particles of rubberbeing 
more readily stretchable than the lining covered 
with said rubber shell. 

2. A rubber boot adapted for easy insertion and 
removal of the wearer's foot comprising a readily 
stretchable elastic fabric lining and an outer rub 
ber shell, the said rubber shell having cutaway 
portions at the sides of the upper, under which 
appears said fabric lining covered with discrete 
particles of a rubber, said lining covered with 
discrete particles of a rubber being more readily 
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stretchable than the lining covered with said 
rubber shell. 

3. A boot of rubber and fabric construction 
having a readily-stretchable elastic section com 
prising a readily stretchable, elastic fabric cov 
ered with discrete particles of a rubber and a 
section comprising said elastic lining and a rub 
ber shell, this latter section being less easily dis 
tended than said readily-stretchable elastic sec 
tion. 

4. A boot comprising a full lining of a readily 
stretchable, elastic fabric and a rubber shell, said 
boot having readily stretchable leg sections which 
are more easily distended than the remainder of 
said boot and comprising said elastic fabric lining 
and a coating of discrete rubber particles. 

5. An article of footwear comprising a rela 
tively stiff outer shell and an elastic stretchable 
fabric lining, said shell having at least one open 
in: in the wall thereof exposing the underlying 
elastic fabric lining, and a coating of discrete 
particles of a rubber on the outer face of said 
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‘fabric at said opening, the portion of said article 
of footwear underlying said opening being of 
greater stretchability than the remainder of said 
article. 
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