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1 
This invention relates to bras'siere construc 

tions. It pertains particularly to a relatively light 
brassiere for either the youthful or the mature 
?gure. Brassiéres embodying my invention can 
be brief in extent and light in weight and yet 
perform with satisfaction their intended func 
tions. 

Heretofore various brassieres have been pro 
posed, some resembling in certain super?cial re 
spects the brassieres of my present invention, for 
accomplishing the separation and support which 
my invention makes possible. These prior bras 
sieres have suffered various disadvantages such 
as being uncomfortable to wear, detrimental to 
normal blood circulation, difficult to launder, and 
for other well-known reasons. I have devised a 
practicable construction which gives the desired 
results with comfort and lasting satisfaction. 

It is an object of my invention to provide a 
brassiere of the character described having to 
a notable extent the characteristics and capabili 
ties set forth. Another object is the provision _of 
a fashionable brassiére construction which may 
feasibly be manufactured, which is sufficiently 
light in weight and brief in extent to be appeal 
ing to the majority of customers, and yet which 
accomplishes the degree of separation and sup 
port desired. A further object is the provision 
of a brassiere having a pair of breast-supporting 
and de?ning cups along with novel reinforcing 
means for maintaining the cups in place. A still 
further object is the provision of a brassiere con 
struction which will at all times maintain the 
desired conditions of separation, support, and 
modesty and which simultaneously, by virtue of 
an ingenious reinforcement, accomplishes its ob 
jectives with a minimum of the discomforts and 
annoyances which have heretofore been found 
in brassieres intended for similar purposes. 
Other objects will be in part pointed out as the 
description proceeds and will in part become ap 
parent therefrom. 
The invention accordingly consists in the fea 

tures of construction, combinations of elements, 
and arrangements of parts as will be exempli?ed 
in the structures to be hereinafter described, and 
the scope of the application of which will be in 
dicated in the accompanying claim‘. 
In this speci?cation and the accompanying 

drawings, I have shown and described a preferred 
embodiment of my invention and suggested var 
ious modi?cations thereof; but it is to be under 
stood that these are not intended to be exhaustive 
nor limiting of the invention, but on the contrary 
are given for purposes of illustration in order 
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2 
that others skilled in the art may fully understand 
the invention and the principles thereof and the 
manner of applying it in practical use so that 
they may modify and adapt it in various forms, 
each as may be best suited to the conditions of 
a particular use. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a plan view showing a brassiére em 

bodying the invention; ' 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the brassiere 

shown as it might appear on a model; 
Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary detail with 

parts removed; 
Figure 4 is a sectional view through a rein 

forcement in the cup and showing a manufac 
turing detail; and 

Figure 5 is a sectional view on an enlarged 
scale taken along the lines 5,—-5 of Figure 3. 

, The brassiere illustrated comprises a pair of 
breast cups 2G and 22 connected together by a 
holding means consisting, in the illustrative 
form, of a center strap 24. A side strap 26 is 
attached to the rear side portions of cup 20 and 

v a side strap 28 is attached to the rear side por 
tions of cup '22. Straps 26 and 28 are shown pro 
vided with a conventional rear fastening strap 
39; A shoulder strap 32 is attached at its front 
end to the upper portion of cup 20 and is sewed 
at its rear end to an intermediate point on side 
strap 26. A shoulder strap 34 is attached at its 
front end to the upper portion of cup 22 and is 
sewed at its rear end to an intermediate point 
on side strap 28. Straps 32 and 34 may be ren 
dered adjustable in any of various known man 
ners. The breast cups are concavely shaped as 
is conventional. 
Each of the breast cups is formed with an 

arcuate edge which, when in use, extends from 
a point on the upper inside breast periphery above 
the level of the nipple downwardly and laterally 
outwardly along the breast base line; each edge 
is provided with an arcuate reinforcement, as 
generally indicated at $6 for cup 29 and 38 for 
cup 22. As shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5 these re 
inforcements consist essentially of a contour strip 
40 and a bias-cut satin cover #32. The contour 
strip is shaped as shown in Figure 3 and is made, 
in the illustrative embodiment, of sheet canvas 
bearing a polyvinyl plastic coating. The exact 
material used in forming this strip is not im- 
portant so long as it be nonstretchable, washable, 
nonshrinkable and extremely pliant and supple. 
There should be su?icient substance to the con 
tour strip that it be able to anchor the cup in 
place as described; a mere heavy seam or rolled 
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edge on the cup is not wholly satisfactory for my 
purposes. When the strip is tightly bound, as by 
the satin cover 42 (see Figure 4), it remains fully 
pliant-almost limp—with respect to such ?ex 
ing as occurs normal to the plane of the strip as 
viewed in Figure 3. But from its intractile na 
ture and strip-like structure it resists bending in 
its own plane such as would cause it to lose its 
arcuate shape. Thus, when on the body, it fol 
lows and hugs the diaphragm as closely as a sec 
ond skin through its inherent pliancy. And it is 
cut arcuately to follow the base line of the breast 
so that from its very nature, when held flat in 
face-to-face contact with the relatively ?rm dia 
phragm, it resists any ?exure such as would per 
mit it to stray from this arcuate base line. Hence, 
the molded breast cup which it anchors is en 
abled to shape and support the yieldable sub 
stance of the breast with lasting comfort and 
satisfaction. . ‘ " 

It will be appreciated that a properly ?tted 
brassiere embodying the invention will conform 
quite accurately to the molded contours of the 
wearer and that, when so ?tted, the brassiere can 
be worn with con?dence. The cups and straps, 
combined with my nonstretchable, highly pliant 
and diaphragm-following reinforcements, result 
in a structure of scienti?c design which can ex 
perience‘ substantially no shifting or slipping with 
respect to the relatively ?rm diaphragm of the 
wearer and which inherently shapes the relatively ‘ 
softer substance of ‘the breasts into the desired 
contours. The nature of the invention is such as 
to have considerable versatility in 'giving'a gar 
meht which'can truly be ?tted with precision, for 
the garment is reduced to its‘ minimum essential 
parts. ‘ 

' From the foregoing it will be seen that a bras 
siere made inaccordance with the presentinven 
tion is well adapted to attain the ends and ob 
jects hereinbefore set forth and to be econom 
ically manufactured since the whole combination 
is suited to common production methods and is 
susceptible ma wide latitude of variations as may 
be desirable in adapting the invention to diiferent 
applications. " ' 

1 As various embodiments maybe made of the 
above invention and as changes might be made in 
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the embodiment above set forth, it is to be under 
stood that all matter hereinbefore set forth or 
shown in the accompanying drawings is to be 
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting 
sense. 

I claim: 
A brassiere comprising a pair of breast receiv 

ing cups, a center strap between the cups con 
necting the same, the upper edge of said strap 
coinciding with the upper ‘line of each breast cup 
adjacent the strap, the lower edge of said strap 
extending between the lower edges of the breast 
cups and the center thereof, a pair of side straps 
secured to the outer margin of each cup and ex 
tending around the back of the wearer for se 
curement thereat, and shoulder straps secured to 
'the top of each cup and side strap for supporting 
the? garment from above on the wearer, a supple, 
intractile, and arcuate reinforcement strip dis 
posed within the bottom edge of each cup, and. 
extending along the inner and lower edge thereof 
from a point adjacent the ‘upper edge. of the 
center strap, downwardly past the center line of 
the cup, thence downwardly and outwardly 
past thelower edge of the center strap where it 
joins the cup, and thenceoutwardlyjaround the 
base of the cup and upwardly to a point adjacent 
the side strap, the center strap and the side straps 
when on the body of the wearer beingtensioned 
to ?atten the reinforcing strips in their plane at 
the‘ lower edges of the breastrcups, whereby the 
strips form’ a ?rm, outliningr‘suppjort for the re 
ception-rwithin the cups of‘, the ~bre‘astsfof the 
wearer. , > 
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