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Thepresent'inventionrelates-rte bag Spreaders 
and it consists: in-the combinations, constructions , 
and arrangements or‘par-ts: herein described and 
claimed. 
The invention‘ contemplates the provision“. of 

a- ‘si‘inple device for» the opening and holding 
open of paper bags, ‘particularlycellophane bags, 
which are-used t'o-a- great extent in the storing 
of foods or the like in locker freezing plants. 
The device comprises‘a singlepiece of wire, pref 
erably of spring steei,looped at: its; central sec 
tion to form a spring and having a. pair; of: arms 
protruding,-fromlsaidlooped portion which arms 
terminate in substantially U-shaped members 
which are adapted to hoid'a bag in open‘ posi 
tion. . 

It is. accordingly an object‘ of the, invention 
to. provide’ a device of- the character above; de 
scribed" which will" make the opening and‘ ?lling 
of cellophane; orsimilarz' bags, much faster and 
simpler than any of the devices of such char 
acter now extant. . 
A further object‘ of'the invention is the pro 

vision of a device of this kind which is capable 
of use with only one hand. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a device of this kind which will make 
the use of a funnel unnecessary. , 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a device of‘ the character described ‘7 
which will be formed of a single piece of material, 
will be easy and inexpensive to manufacture and 
which will be simple in its operation. 
Other and further objects of the invention will 

become apparent from a reading of the follow 
ing speci?cation taken in conjunction with the 
drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an embodi 

ment of the invention shown in use with a bag, 
and 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the invention 
per se. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
there is shown therein a bag spreader composed 
of a single piece of spring metal or the like and ; 
comprising a single piece of wire coiled in the 
mid~zone of its length as indicated at it and 
having a ‘pair of outwardly extending arms 12 
and it each of which is provided with a de 
pendent portion 
at right angles to the arms l2 and i3, respec 
tively, which dependent portions continue on in 
a horizontal direction to form bottom portions 
l6 and i1, respectively, and thence vertically to 
form front portions l8 and I9, respectively, ter 

M and I5, respectively, bent . 

l5. 

2 
minatingin. inwardly, and angularly direetedends 
‘2i! and 2!, respectively 

In. operation, it will be apparentthatthe: op 
erator of the device will grasp. the device as 
indicated by; the- arm: and‘ hand shown at Isl in 
dotted lines in Figure. 1; that isto- say, by- on 
compassing-zthe-arms ill-and £3,111’. his handiand 
forcing the- same together,‘ thus- forcing: the. por~~ 
tions; It, It, l8v andz-Zil- to, come into contact 
with theaportions- I5,- 11, I9, andZLwhich por 
tions form the outer endsioi the: device. The 
outer ends of. the device- may. then be.‘ inserted 
intov av bag and thereupon the. pressure applied 
by the .1 hand of theoperator. is released where 
upon the spring action of‘ thelportion' It: tends 
to force.- the: arms. Ii’2 and.‘ ltroutwardly which 
Causes/a Sprea'dingfandi shaping of thetopof the 
bag 22 to arectansularcontour, as indicated.‘- in 
Figure 1. The bag; mayirthen be ?lled; while in 

1, such position. It: will. ‘be? noted that. theportions 
as and: Zl; are. bent , inwardly in; order: that. they 
may not tear: on \ otherwiseentangle with , the. top 
of the. bag nor, in. themselves, place any." ob 
struction to the smooth operation]. of the device. 

Aside from its low cost of manufacture, the 
invention provides several important advantages. 
For instance, as indicated in Figure 1, the con 
necting portions [6 and i‘! are shown spaced a 
considerable distance below the top plane of the 
bag; since the legs of the U-shaped portions 
extend vertically from the ends of these con 
necting portions 16 and I1, it can be under 
stood that when the invention is in position, 
the mouth of the bag is opened to this extent 
for a distance equal to the depth of these por 
tions relative to the top of the bag, although 
there is no actual connecting structure at the 
ends of the actual mouth, the legs of the U-for 
mation retaining this mouth zone as of sub 
stantially uniform dimensions. As a result, 
there is no need of the use of a funnel or other 
commodity-directing agency to assure proper 
entry of the content, the invention holding the 
mouth of the bag completely distended for such 
depth, assuring accurate and proper delivery of 
the commodity. 
Another important advantage. due to the con~ 

struction of the invention results when opening 
a collapsed bag. As is apparent, the arms l2 
and I3 can be closed to a position where the 
two U-shaped portions extend side by side, thus 
o?ering a comparatively narrow width for a 
length distance equal to the length of the por 
tions l6 and H. In such condition the U-shaped 
portions can be easily moved into a slightly‘ 
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opened bag mouth-with the length of such por-’ 
tions extending lengthwise of the bag mouth 
to the desired depth, after which, with the bag 
mouth held, the arms are simply swung bodily 
arcuately a distance equal to a quarter turn to 
thus place them in their proper relation to the 
bag mouth, whereupon their release from pres 
sure permits the U-shaped formations to spread 
the bag mouth to its proper dimensions. In this 
way bags-normally collapsed-may be rapidly = 
placed in position to be ?lled without initially 
preparing the bag other than to raise an edge 
su?icient to permit the pair of U-shaped forma 
tions to concurrently enter the bag mouth. 
Another advantage results from the inturned 

zones 29 and 2|. Since the invention is formed 
from a single piece of wire, the actual ends of 
the wire strip, unless carefully fashioned, may 
leave sharp edges. By inturning the end zones, 
these edges project above the top of the bag 
mouth, thus not entering into the mouth, so that 
the actual contact of bag and the spreader is 
:with smooth portions of the wire body which 
cannot damage the bag. 
While but one form of the invention has been 

shown and described herein, it will be readily 
apparent to those skilled in the art that many 
minor modi?cations thereof may be made herein 
without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion or the spirit of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A'bag spreader adapted for service with the 

- handle zone extending generally in a plane which 
is substantially parallel with the plane of the 
bag open top and perpendicular to the direc 
tion of depth of the bag, said spreader being 
‘formed from a single length of stiff resilient 
~wire, said length of wire being coiled in the 
I mid zone of its length to produce a pair of similar 
arms projecting outwardly from the coil zone 
in generally similar direction and plane, each 
arm having its free end zone bent into a U -shaped 
formation the legs of which extend downwardly 
.normal to and in the same [plane of a handle 
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member of the handle zone to locate the con 
necting portion of the legs as extending sub 
stantially parallel to such plane, the length of 
the connecting portion determining the width 
of the mouth of the bag in its spread position 
with the connecting portions internal of the bag, 
the axis of the coil zone extending substantially 
parallel to the length of the legs of the U-shaped 
formations, whereby the arms may be manually 
moved toward each other for insertion of the 
U-shaped portions into the bag mouth with the 
release of the arms permitting the coil zone to 
shift the arm end zones relatively outward to 
distend the bag mouth into an approximately 
rectangular contour with the legs of the U 
shaped formations active in producing the cor 
ner zones of such contour and the connecting 
portion active to provide an unobstructed mouth 
zone of material depth and uniform dimensions. 

2. A bag spreader as in claim 1 characterized 
in that the free end of the outer leg of each 
arm projects above the bag mouth and is bent 
slightly inward to thereby locate the exposed ends 
of the wire as remote from the bag wall, whereby 
damage to the bag wall by the exposed ends 
during insertion and removal of the spreader 
will be prevented. 
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