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i 
This invention relates to ammunition box hold 

ers and is herein illustrated as embodied in a 
holder adapted to support ammunition boxes for 
automatic guns, more particularly the caliber .30 
or caliber .50 Browning machine gun. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an 
ammunition box holder so constructed as to per 
mit easy and rapid attachment of an ammunition 
box thereto and its removal therefrom. 
Another object of the invention is to provide an 

ammunition box holder adapted to accommodate 
ammunition boxes of different heights and types. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an ammunition box holder adapted to lock the 
ammunition box securely on the gun to prevent 
its falling off during the operation of the gun. 
These and other objects and features of the 

invention will become apparent from the fol 
lowing description with reference to the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a view in front elevation of one form 
of ammunition box holder embodying the in 
vention; 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view on the line 
II-II of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view on the line 
III-III of Fig. 1, indicating a metal ammunition 
box secured to the holder; 

Fig. 4 is a view in front elevation of a modified 
form of ammunition box holder; 

Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view on the line 
V--V of Fig. 4, indicating the metal ammunition 
box secured to the holder shown in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a view substantially similar to Fig. 5, 
but indicating an ammunition box of a diiferent 
type secured to the same holder; and 

Fig. 7 is a horizontal sectional view along the 
line Vl1-—VII of Fig. 4. 
In one embodiment of the invention, illus 

trated in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the ammunition box 
holder is adapted to support a sheet metal am 
munition box B, indicated by broken lines in 
Fig. 3, from which ammunition is to be supplied 
to the feed channel of a gun G, such as a caliber 
.30 or caliber .50 Browning machine gun, mount 
ed on a gun support comprising a cradle C. 
A mounting bracket I0 is rigidly secured, as by 

welding, to the gun supporting cradle 0 adjacent 
to the ammunition feed channel in the breech 
end of the gun. The bracket has a vpair of for 
wardly and inwardly projecting vertical ribs l2 
forming ways within which is mounted a plate 
M. The lower end of the plate [4 terminates in 
a U-shaped ?ange [6 adapted to engage a flange 
ii at the lower end of the wall of the ammunition 
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box facing the gun, as shown in Fig. 3. The plate 
It is provided with a pair of rearwardly project 
ing ears it which engage the lower end of the 
bracket It to prevent upward movement of the 
plate relative to the bracket. 
The plate [4 is further provided with a pair 

of inwardly turned vertical ribs 20 forming ways 
in which is mounted a latch member 22 provided 
at its upper end with a hooked portion 26, which 
is arranged to engage a hinge 26 on the wall of 
the ammunition box facing the gun and to co 
operate with the U-shaped ?ange [6 of the plate 
It to lock the box in operative position. The 
latch member 22 is movable heightwise relatively 
to the plate It against the tension of springs 28 
anchored at their lower ends to lugs 36 extend 
ing forward from the plate It and, at their upper 
ends, to a lug 32 projecting forward from the 
latch member through a rectangular opening 34' 
in the latch member. Downward movement of 
the latch member 22 relative to the plate It is 
limited by its engagement with a tongue 36 
projecting forward from the bracket l0 through 
an opening 38 in the plate H. 
To attach an ammunition box B to the holder 

just described, the hinge 26 on the box is placed 
under the hooked portion 2!; of the latch mem 
ber 22 and the box is pushed upward until its 
?ange ll engages the U-shaped ?ange [5 at the 
lower end of the plate 14. As the box is being 
pushed upward the latch member 22 is moved 
upward relatively to the plate id against the 
tension of the springs 28, which are of such 
strength that the box will be rigidly clamped in 
operative position when the ?ange ll of the box 
and the ?ange B6 of the plate Hi are interlocked. 
By reason of the spring connection between the 

latch-member 22 and the plate M, the latch mem 
ber is self-adjusting to accommodate ammuni 
tion boxes of various heights. 
To remove the ammunition box 13 from the 

holder, the box is ‘pushed up until its ?ange I‘! 
is disengaged from the flange it of the plate 14, 
whereupon the box is tilted to free its hinge 

' from the hooked portion 24 of the latch member 
22. Upon removal of the box the latch member 
22 is returned to its initial position by the 
springs 28. 

Figs. 4 to 7 illustrate a modi?ed form of am 
munition box holder adapted to support either 
metal or wooden boxes for caliber .30 or caliber .50 
ammunition. 

This holder comprises a plate 49 having a pair 
of rearwardly extending vertical ribs lil, which 
?t in guideways formed in a mounting bracket 
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42 secured to the gun cradle C adjacent to the 
feed channel in the breech end of the gun. The 
bracket 42 is provided with forwardly and in 
wardly extending vertical ribs 43. The lower end 
or" the plate 40 terminates in a U-shaped ?ange 
G4 which is arranged to be engaged by the flange 
ll on the lower end of the rear wall of the metal 
ammunition box B, i. e., the wall facing the gun, 
as illustrated in Fig. 5. In the spaces between 
the ribs 4! and the walls of the guideways in the l 
mounting bracket 42 are inserted metal strips 45, 
the upper ends of which are bent outward over 
the upper ends of the mounting bracket and the 
lower ends of which are bent inward over the 
lower ends of the ribs 4! to lock the plate 40 
against downward movement relative to the 
mounting bracket. 

Also mounted in the bracket 42 is a latch slide 
QB which is movable heightwise relatively to the 
plate 40 during attachment and removal of a l; 
metal ammunition box. Downward movement 
of the latch slide 48 relative to the plate 48 is 
limited by engagement of the slide with a for 
wardly projecting tongue 48 on the plate 41}. The 
tongue 48 abuts against a projection 53 on the 
lower end of the mounting bracket 42 and pre 
vents upward movement of the plate 40 relative 
to the bracket. 
The latch slide 46 has lugs 52 extending rear 

ward through an opening in the plate 4%. The 
lugs 52 provide bearings for a rockshaft 54 ex 
tending lengthwise of the gun. Rigi‘dly mounted 
on the shaft 54 is a latch member 55 having at 
its upper end two hooked portions 58 arranged 
to engage the hinge 26 on the box B, as shown in 
Fig. 5, and to cooperate with the flange 41% of the 
plate 49 to lock the box in its operative position. 
The hooked portions 58 of the latch member ex 
tend forward through openings 60 in the slide 46 
and through an opening 62 in the bracket 42. The 
latch member '56 is yieldingl‘y connected to the 
plate 46 by springs 64 secured at their lower 
ends to lugs 66 extending‘ rearward from the 
lower end portion of the plate 40 and, at their 
upper ends, to a cotter pin 68 anchored to- the 
latch member 56. 
To attach the metal box B to the holder just 

described, the box is presented with its hinge 26 
under the hookedportions 58 of the latch member 

and pushed upward; As the' box is pushed up 
ward, the latch member 56 and the slide 46 are 
moved upward, against the tension of the springs 
64, until the ?ange ii at the lower end of the 
box engages the U-shaped ?ange 44 at the lower‘ 
end of the plate 40, whereupon the box is clamped 
in operative position, as shown in Fig. 5. The 
box is removed from the holder in the manner 
described previously in connection with the holder 
illustrated in Figs. 1 to 3. 
The manner of attaching a wooden ammunition 

box, such as the box B’ illustrated in Fig. 6, is 
somewhat different from that previously de 
scribed in connection with the metal box. The 
wooden ammunition box has no flange such as 
the ?ange ll of the metal box but, instead, is 
provided with vertical grooves '10 (Fig. 6) in its 
side walls, and the lower portion of the rear wall 
facing the gun is cut at an angle and recessed 
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to provide a ledge '12. To attach the wooden box 
to the holder, the ribs 43 of the mounting bracket 
are caused to engage in the grooves 10 of the box 
and the box is moved downward until the ledge 
‘12 seats against the projection 50 on the bracket. 
During the downward movement of the box, the 
engagement of its rear wall with the hooked por~ 
tions 58 of the latch member 58 causes the latch 
member to‘ swing inward. The above procedure 
is reversed to remove the box and, as the box is 
freed from the holder, the latch member 56 swings 
back to its initial position. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
»., Patent of the United States is: 

1. An ammunition box holder comprising a 
bracket, a plate mounted in said bracket and 
having a box-engaging portion adapted to en 
gage the lower end of a box of one type, yielding 
latching means mounted for heightwise move 
ment relative to said plate and also for swinging 
movement about a horizontal axis, said latching 
means having box-engaging portions adapted to 
engage the upper end of said box and to cooperate 
with the box-engaging portion of said plate to 
clamp the box in operative position, means on 
said bracket adapted to support a box of a differ-. 
ent type, and spring means connecting said plate 
and said latching means and against the tension 
of which said latching means e?ects its height 
wise and swinging movements, whereby the latch 
ing means is rendered self-adjusting to accom 
modate boxes of di?erent heights and types. 

2. An ammunition box holder comprising a 
bracket, a plate mounted in said bracket and 
having a box-engaging portion adapted to en 
gage the lower end of a box of one type, yielding 
and self-adjusting latching means having box 
engaging portions adapted to engage the upper 
end of said box, ribs on said bracket adapted to 
engage grooves in a box of a different type, and 
a projection on said bracket adapted to engage 
a ledge on said last named box to support the box 
in operative position, said latching means com 
prising a slide movable heightwise relatively to 
said plate, a shaft carried by said slide, a latch 
member rigidly mounted on said shaft, and 
spring means connecting said latch member to 
said slide, whereby said latch member is adapted‘ 
to move with said slide variable amounts height 
wise relatively to said plate and to swing rela 
tively to said slide against the tension of said 
spring means, to accommodate ammunition boxes 
of different heights and types. 
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