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1 
My invention relates to containers and more 

particularly to a container employing a ?anged 
frame upon which‘is mounted an encircling frame 
member, and is an improvement on my Patent 
No. 2,218,665. 
The principal object of my invention is to pro 

vide a container having ?anged and encircling 
frame members, the outer frame member being 
interchangeable during the manufacturing proc 
ess for accommodating changes in styles, ma 
terials and coverings without additional tool costs. 
Other objects are to provide means whereby 

the encircling frame may be utilized to contain 
the latching mechanism for the container; to 
provide means for securing a ?exible cover in 
position on the ?anged frame, to provide means 
for providing a contrasting decorative scheme 
with the encircling frame member and for pro 
viding a multiplicity of differently appearing con 
tainers, all derived from a common basic struc 
ture. .. l 

I accomplish these and other objects and ob 
tain my new results as will be apparent from 
the device described in the following speci?ca 
tion, particularly pointed out in the claims, and 
illustrated in the accompanying drawing in 
which: , . 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of my container, illus 
trating one embodiment thereof; " 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same; _ 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken 

through 3—3 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional View of a media _ 

?cation employing a ?exible covering; . ~ 

Fig. 5 is a similar view of a hinge-covering modi 
?cation; 

Fig. 6 is a similar view illustrating an encircling 
hollow U-shaped member. 

Referring more in detail to the drawing, ref 
erence numeral l0 designates my container and 
comprises two complementary members II and I2 
hinged at I3, and provided with a latching mecha 
nism l4. 
As illustrated in section in Fig. 3, section II 

comprises a tray-shaped member l5, having a 
top wall section I6, side walls I‘! and a circumfer 
entially extending ?ange [8. 
The rear portion of the ?ange I8 is provided 

with hinges l3, as previously indicated. 
An encircling frame member [9 is positioned 

about the tray-shaped member l5, ?tting into 
the space provided by the side wall I‘! and the 
?ange I8. The inner wall ll of the member l5 
may be indented to provide notches 20, which 
?t into recesses 2| formed into the frame mem 
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ber l9, and aligned‘ therewith. The encircling 
frame-member ‘maybe slightly springy in as 
sembly, to snap in position over the notches 20, 

v to secure the‘ frame member in position. 
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' ' The latching ‘mechanism comprises the ?nger 

piece 22 mounted on the ?at spring 23 by means 
of rivet 24. ' ' ‘ 

The front of the outer frame member 19 is’ 
,7 hollowed out at 25 to provide a housing for the 

latch mechanism, the spring 23 resting onv 
shoulder ‘26 and having a cut-out 2'! to enable 
the ?nger piece 22 to extend therethrough, along 
side the‘?ange l8 and slightly beyond. ; 
The top of the spring extends through apertures 

i"28 and 29 in ?ange l8, and adjacent ?ange lBa, 
respectively, and is provided with a latch 30 for 
engaging the wall-of ?ange Ilia. Pressure applied 
to thei?nger piece‘compresses the spring 23, caus 
ing latch 30-to be moved'clear of ?ange 18a, and 
allowing the'two ?anges‘ to separate. ' 
Latch- 30 may be provided with a cam 3| to en- ' 

able the latch to cam through opening 29 and 
look when the two ?anges are snapped together. 
‘Space in the ‘adjacent frame member l9a may 

be‘ provided for the latch v3ll'by a recess 32. ' 
vIt will be noted that the‘ frame member I5 is 

provided with the inner wall I1 and ?ange l8 
similarly'to that’shown in my former patent, No. ' 
2,218,665; In fact, the-‘same die for forming these 
parts may be employed. By providing the top 
wall l6 instead of using the ?exible cover shown 
in vmy earlier patent, a tray-shaped structure 
isobtained, suitable for container use. ' 
The parts described may be stamped from sheet ‘ 

?gimetalinto the desired form or may be molded" 
from plastic material. Encircling frame member 
I9 too may also be made of metal, or of plastic 
material. One arrangement would be to make 
the tray-shaped member of metal, and the outer 
frame member of plastic. 
Pleasing combinations may be employed, which 

are interchangeable with each other during pro 
duction, and made up as desired or called for, 
Without requiring additional tools or dies. 
In Fig. 4, I have utilized the?anged frame 

member for securing a ?exible cover to the tray 
shaped member. The wall section l6 may be 
omitted entirely and ?exible sheet material 
stretched across the opening. Thus in Fig. 4, 
I illustrate two complementary members 40 and 
4|, hinged at 42, and each consisting of a frame 
member 43, having a side wall 44 and an extend 
ing ?ange 45. An inner liner sheet 46 may be 
stretched across the opening formed by the wall 
44, and a ?exible covering 41 of suitable material 
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stretched outside the liner, and downwardly be 
tween the outer surface of wall 44 and the inner 
surface of the encircling frame member 48, which 
may be snapped thereover, tightly compressing 
the marginal section 49 of the ?exible covering 
therebetween. 
Notches 50 may be similarly employed to secure 

the encircling frame member 48 to the side wall 
44 by being slightly springy over the recIessII5lI. 
The marginal sections 49 ‘of the outericovermay 
be thinned by chiving at the edges, allowing the 

10 

notches to act more effectively and to assist in I 
the clamping action of the outer frame _member 
thereover. 
action, the marginal sections Iofthe?cover may 
be glued or otherwise secured to the walls 44~to 
prevent loosening. I I II I I v 

The encircling frame member-Emay'be shaped 
to provide any ornamental effect desired. It may 
be oval, rectangular or circularly shaped, and in 
cross-section, the external surface 52 may be 
suitably shaped as shown 5, where aI‘more 
streamlined effect. is obtained. Here the ‘encir 
cling frame member 60 extends. from the outer 
surface SI of the ?anged member‘B'Z to the hinges 
63, Where the hollow portion 64 extends'over the. 
hinge to substantially hide it. The mouth ‘65" of 
the hollow portion permits the two comple 
mentary halves 6B ‘and ‘61 to be opened to 90° 
or greater. _ I I I I II II 

In 'Fig. 6, an encircling member ‘H1 is. shown 
which is U-shaped 'to reduce its weight. The 
hollow portion ‘H may be ?lled with aluminum 
foil or other material IIwhIich ~can be viewed 
through a transparent encircling, member. I I 
An elastic cigarette 'retaining‘member 12 may 

be ‘provided by inserting the ends ‘I13’ through 
aperture 14 of wall 15 and applying to. the end 
thereof, a retaining clip 16. I_ II 
member 70 is snapped over ‘the indentation'l'LIa 
cut-out portion 19 enables‘the encircling mem 
berlto ‘accommodate clip 16. within. the hollow 
portion ‘III. I I I I I I I 

I- have thus describedInIiy invention, but I de 
sire it understood that it is not con?ned t0. the 
particular forms or uses shownand; described, the 
same being merely illustrative, and that the in 
vention may be carried out in other ways? with, 
out departing from ‘the spirit of my-ginyentionh 
and, therefore, I claim broadly the rightto em-J 
ploy all equivalent instrumentalities coming 
within; the scope ofthe; appended claims, and 
by means of which, objects-of,-myrinventionfare 
attained and, new results. accomplished. as it. ‘is 
obvious that the particular embodimentsxherein 
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4 
shown and described are only some of the many 
that can be employed to attain these objects 
and accomplish these results. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A container of the class described, having 

an inner frame member provided with a con 
tinuous side wall and a laterally and outwardly 
extending ?ange; an externally positioned en 
circlingframe member forming an open aper 
ture within which aperture the continuous side 
Wall of the inner frame member is seated; said 
encircling frame member having an outwardly 
extending contacting surface for engaging and 
‘covering the laterally extending ?ange of the 
inneryframe member and a surface extending 
normally to said outwardly extending contacting 
surface; a top. covering portion extending across 
the top of the continuous side wall and pro 
jecting through the aperture in the encircling 
frame member and visible therethrough; said 
inner frame member having its laterally extend 
ing ?ange provided with hinge and latching 
means; and securing means positioned on the 
side wall'for securing the two members together. 
2. The container of claim 1, wherein the top 

covering portion, the extending flange and "the 
continuous wall are all made of a single piece 
of metal forming the inner frame member. 

3. The container of claim 1, wherein a retain 
ing element is positioned from one side ‘to the 
other of the continuous wall, the end portions of 
which extend through the wall and are covered 
by'the encircling frame member. 

‘4. The ‘container of claim 1, wherein the ‘top. 
vcovering portion is made. of ‘?exible material 
separate, from the continuous Wall of the inner 
frame member. I 

WILLIAM TAMOSCI-IAT. 

REFERENCES CITED 

The following references are of record in the 
?le'of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
1,454,515. Kasdan _-..~__-____‘____ May'8, 1923 
1,505,393 Kasdan __________ __ Aug. 19,1924 
$017,445». Peterson ___________ _, Oct. 15, 1935 
2,056,935 Esterow- et al. »______>_ Oct. 13,1936 
2,346,453 ' Reilly _____~_ _____ __ Apr. 111:, 1944 

2,371,717 Reilly ______ __V_‘_____'June'\5, I945 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
Number Country ~ Date 

661,524. Germany -_____~__e_r__ June 23, I938 


