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1 
This invention relates to a device for bathing 

babies and particularly to such a device designed 
for use in connection with a receptacle such as 
a sink. _ 

One of the major problems encountered by 
young families living in congested quarters is 
that connected with bathing the baby or babies 
as the case may be. This problem has been 
recognized and there are on the market a great 
number of devices alleged by their makers to 
facilitate this task. All such devices with which 
I am familiar, however, have a number of draw 
backs and one of the most vexing concerns the 
storage of the device when not in use. For ex 
ample, there are devices designed for use in con 
junction with the ordinary bathtub, these being 
claimed to be a solution of the problem. How 
ever, the devices are cumbersome and awkward 
and inasmuch as they may not be left in the 
bathtub at all times, the problem of storage is 
acute. 

Like observations hold with regard to most of 
the similar devices with which I am familiar. It 
is therefore an object of my invention to pro 
vide a structure for facilitating bathing of the 
baby, which structure is of such a nature that 
it may be, when not in use, stored in a very small 
space. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

the structure to be used in conjunction with a 
vessel or receptacle such as an ordinary sink or 
perhaps a lavatory, to support a baby conven 
iently for the various operations employed in its 
bath. 
Other objects and some of the advantages of 

the invention will appear as the description pro 
ceeds. 
In the drawing constituting part of this dis 

closure, 
Figure 1 is a plan. 
Figure 2 is a side elevation showing the device 

in use in a sink. 
Figure 3 is a section on line 3—3 in Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a section on line 4—4 in Figure 1. 
Foundation for the device is provided by two 

side bars I which may conveniently be made from 
pipe and are of a length su?iciently in excess 
of that of the common sink to allow for the 
ends being supported by the drainboard or by 
the end walls of the sink. In order to avoid 
marring the supporting surface, rubber ferrules 
2 may be provided on each end of each bar. 
The baby is to be supported on a ?exible sheet 

member 3 secured at each side to the side bars 
I. The material may be a strong cloth such as 
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2 
drill or- duck. or ‘may be‘ of av waterproof nature 
if desired. In the .struct'ure‘shown, the sheet 3 
is attached to'bar l‘ by means of a su?iciently 
deep hem 4 to'allow insertion of the bars. Other 
equivalent means of securement may be employed 
in lieu of the one shown. 
To hold the bars in their spaced position as 

indicated in Figure 1, there are provided a pair 
of U-shaped spacing members 5, the legs of which 
pass through apertures 6 provided in a plurality 
of pairs near each end of the bars I. Spacing 
members 5 have a function, additional to that of 
holding the side bars apart, of maintaining the 
entire assembled device free from substantial 
longitudinal movement relative to its support, and 
to this end the legs of the U-shaped members are 
sui?ciently long satisfactorily to engage the 
spaced walls of the sink or like receptacle over 
which the device is supported. Provision of a 
plurality of pairs of openings 6 is to allow the 
spacing members 5 to be located properly to co 
operate with sinks or other receptacles of dif 
ferent sizes. Mounting of the device is clearly 
indicated in Figure 2. 
The device as disclosed is not intended to form 

a vessel and to this end and for the convenience 
of the one bathing the baby and for the comfort 
of the baby, the supporting element 3 is con 
veniently formed in such shape as when mounted 
on the parallel side rods, to provide a gently 
sloping bottom as is clear from Figures 2 and 3. 
The actual shape of the element 3, not shown in 
flat plan, is therefore of a trapezoidal nature, the 
ends being parallel and the sides converging to 
ward the left end as shown in Figures 1 to 3 
inclusive. 
Another element which may be provided for 

convenience comprises the cut-out portions '1. 
These allow water to drain away from about the 
baby’s head and shoulders. The part above these 
openings may be drawn more tightly than shown, 
by properly shaping the sheet material, to con 
stitute a. raised headrest, if desired. 

In use the device will be assembled as indi 
cated in Figure 1 and placed upon a sink, as 
indicated in Figure 2, the U-shaped spacers hav 
ing been inserted in the side bars I so that the 
distance therebetween corresponds to that of the 
length of the sink. A baby placed upon the 
supporting sheet 3 will, in the ordinary sink, be 
conveniently under the water faucet and may, as 
I have determined, be bathed with considerable 
convenience and celerity. 
Upon ?nishing with the bath, the device may 

be dried if desired, members 5 removed, and 
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the side bars and sheet rolled or folded to a 
compass approximating that occupied by an um 
brella. Its storage thus provides little problem, 
even in the smallest apartment. 

It will be obvious that minor modifications in 
details are possible within the scope of the in- ‘ 
vention as set forth in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. For use in connection with a receptacle hav 

ing spaced walls, a baby bath means comprising 
spaced parallel bars, a ?exible sheet material 
member secured at each of two opposite edges 
to one of said bars, said bars each having com 
plementary spaced pairs of openings, and a pair 
of U-shaped members having legs insertable in 
the aforementioned openings and constituting 
spacing means for the parallel bars, the ends of 
said bars when said means is in use being sup 
ported on the walls of the receptacle and main 
tained against longitudinal movement by the de 
pending legs of said U-shaped spacing members. 

2. A baby bathing device for use in conjunc 
tion with a receptacle having spaced walls, com 
prising side bars having a plurality of pairs of 
apertures, a pair of U-shaped spacer members 
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4 
passing through cooperating pairs of apertures 
and spaced apart sufficiently to cooperate with 
the said end walls to prevent substantial longitu~ 
dinal movements of the side bars, and a trape 
zoidiform sheet material support means having 
its non-parallel edges secured to the side bars, 
the smallest dimension of the sheet material 
member being larger than the space between the 
side bars. 

WILLIAM J. STADLMAN. 
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