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combustible or volatile ?uids. 
One of its objects is to provide a protective 

cap of this character which is so designed and 
constructed as to insure the automatic venting 
of the tank should dangerous pressures and tem 
peratures be generated therein as well as to per 
mit the normal breathing of the tank. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a combined pressure and temperture governed 
safety cap which is simple, compact, self-con 
tained and inexpensive in construction, which 
can be readily dismembered for cleaning or re 
placement of its parts, and which is positive and 
reliable in operation. 
Other features of the invention reside in the 

construction and arrangement of parts herein 
after described and particularly pointed out in 
the appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure l is a cross section of the safety cap 

embodying my invention. Figure 2 is an exploded 
perspective view, partly in section, of the parts 
constituting the improved cap. 

, Similar characters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts throughout the several views. 
By way of example, my safety cap has been 

shown applied to the externally threaded neck 
opening I 0 of a tank I I ?lled with gasoline or like 
?uid. In its preferred construction, this cap con 
sists of a body l2, substantially circular in plan, 
having an internally-threaded, annular attach 
ing ?ange l3 depending from its bottom side for 
detachable connection to the neck-opening of 
the tank. Ears l4 project from diametrically op 
posite sides of this body to facilitate screwing it 
to and unscrewing it from the tank. Depending 
centrally from the cap-body is a collar l5 pro 
viding an axial opening l6 and formed in the top 
wall of such body in an annular row about this 
collar are openings I‘! which function, under 
certain conditions, as vents for the escape of 
pressures generated in the tank. 
Detachably applied to the top side of the cap 

body I2 and forming therewith the self-con 
tained cap structure is a cover I 8 which is like 
wise substantially circular in plan and of a size 
to extend over the body-openings I6, l1 and 
which has ears l9 projecting from its diametri 
cally opposite sides having sockets therein for 
registering with dowel pins 20 rising from the 
top face of the body for properly centering the 
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cover on the latter and preventing relative turn- 55 

ing of such parts. This cover has an annular de 
pending ?ange 21 having a plurality of radial 
vent openings 22 therein and its bottom edge 
rests flatwise on the top side of the cap-body, 
as shown in Figure 1, to provide a venting cham- - 
ber between the body and the cover. Depending 
centrally from the cover I8 is a hub or collar 23 
having a reduced, externally-threaded extension 
or shank 2ft containing an axial passage 25 whose 
upper end communicates with a plurality of in 
tersecting radial passages 26 and whose lower 
end is adapted to be in valve-controlled com 
munication with the interior of the tank to which 
the cap is applied. In the assembled position 
of the cap, this extension projects through the 
body-opening l 6 and a split nut 21 applied there 
to and abutting the opposing end of the collar 
l5 serves to securely retain the cover against the 
top side of the body I2. Fitted between the collar 
and ?ange portions of the cover and the vent 
openings ll of the cap-body is a fusible disk or 
washer '28 which fuses and melts in response to 
a predetermined temperature condition within 
the tank to uncover such vent openings and allow 
the expanding gases to escape through the cover 
vents 22. 
A valve-like screw plug 29 is ?tted in the lower 

end of the cap-extension 24 and is provided with 
an axial opening 30 therein terminating at its 
upper end in an upwardly-facing valve seat 3‘! 
normally engaged by a ball valve 32 and urged 
against the same by a coil spring 33 ?tted in the 
axial passage 25 of such extension. One or more 
venting grooves 34 are formed in the valve seat 
3! to permit normal venting of the tank. With 
expanding pressures generated in the tank, the 
ball valve opens and the tank is promptly vented 
through the passages 30 and 25 and the vent 
openings 26 and 22. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A safety cap for containers, comprising a 

cap-body adapted for connection to the container 
and having an opening centrally thereof and 
vent openings in its top wall, a vented, chambered 
cover applied to the top wall of said body over 
said vent openings and having a hollow attaching 
extension depending therefrom through said 
body-opening for communication at its upper end 
with the chamber of the cover and at its lower 
end in valved communication with the tank, and 
a fusible disk interposed between said body and 
said cover over the vent openings of the former. 

2. A safety cap for containers, comprising a 
cap-body adapted for connection to the container 
and having an opening centrally thereof and vent 
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openings in its top wall, a vented, chambered 
cover applied to the top wall of said body over 
said vent openings and having an attaching ex 
tension depending therefrom containing an axial 
passage opening at its lower end into the tank 
and at its upper end into the chamber of the 
cover, said passage being provided at its lower 
end with a valve-seat, a spring-urged valve dis 
posed in said passage and normally engaging its 
seat, and a fusible disk interposed between said 
body and said cover over the vent openings of 
the former. a 

3. A safety cap for containers, comprising a 
cap-body adapted for connection to‘the container 
and having a depending collar de?ning .a central 
opening and vent openings in its top wall about 
the same, a cover detachably mounted on the 
top wall of said body and shaped'to provide a 
chamber having vent openings at its periphery, 
said cover having a threaded attaching extension ” 
depending therefrom containing an axial pas 
sage opening at its lower end into the tank and 
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at its upper end into the chamber of the cover, 
a nut applied to said extension for abutting en 
gagement with said body-collar to retain the 
cover in place, said passage being provided at its 
lower end with a valve-seat, a spring-urged valve 
disposed in said passage and normally engaging 
its seat, and a fusible disk interposed between 
said body and said cover over the vent openings 
of the former. 
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