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This invention relates to foundation garments 
such as girdles, corsets andv the like andf'more 
particularly to. improvements in the construc 
tion‘ of_ such garments whereby'both vertical and 
transverse support or bracing is provided in that 
portion of the garment covering the abdomen of 
the wearer. 
My invention not only provides an improved 

garment but‘ it also simpli?es the manufacturing 
operations to a considerable extent. 

Itv has been the practice heretofore to provide 
number of vertical stays affording the desired 

bracing, or supporting effect in the garment and 
in some instances it has been proposed to pro 
vide within the garment a lattice work of stays 
crossing each other at numerous points, the ar 
rangement‘ of the stays being such as to sti?en 
or reiniorce the garment over a considerable 
area of’ the surface thereof. The cost of manu 
facturing foundation garments having such ver 
tical stays or such a lattice work of stays cross 
ing; each other is considerable because of the‘ 
necessity for’ attaching the stays to the garment 
by stripping‘ which involves the use ofv expensive 
attachments on- a two-needle machine. Where 
the stays are arranged to cross each other, the 
points at which the stays intersect provide bulky 
sections in the garment due to the combined 
thickness of the overlying stays and the material 
surrounding them. 
In general, the objects of my invention are at 

tained by providing a unitary bracing member 
preferably comprising‘ a single piece of resilient 
stay material formed so as to provide. what may 
be characterized as a plurality of vertical stay 
elements permanently interconnected‘ by a plu 
rality of transverse stay elements, some of which 
are located at points intermediate thev ends of 
the vertical stay elements. Thus a typical em 
bodiment of my invention comprises a founda_—.. 
tion garment having secured to. that. portion: 
thereof which covers the abdomen of thewearer 
a unitary stay structure having. a pair of ver 
tical stays permanently interconnected at‘ their 
lower extremities by a'transverse stay which is 
preferably integral with the vertical stay ele 
ments. An additional vertical stay element may 
be provided between this pair" of. vertical stay 
elements, this additional vertical, stay. element 
being permanently secured to or integral with 
at least one of the transverse stay elements. Thus 
by providing what is, in effect, a one-piece brac 
ing member comprising permanently intercon 
nected vertical and transverse stay elements,’ all 
overlapping or crossing of the conventional stays 
with their strippim;v and- interlining is eliminated’. 
This eliminates bulkiness and provides a smooth 
construction. 
Another feature of my invention is the, con-: 

struction and arrangement. of thestay elements 
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2 
off. the, bracing, member so. as tov eliminate sharpv 
stay endsto; av considerable extent. 
Another feature. of my invention is the provi 

sion' of improved means for securing my im-. 
proyedbracing member to the garment, the con 

‘ struction of this securing means being preferably 
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such, that, the bracing member as a complete unit 
may be. readily removed from the garment to. 
facilitate laundering and also to facilitate the 
attachment to the garment of bracing members. 
ofj'varying length or width asdesired. Thus my 
improved bracing member may be secured in a 
poclyet de?ned‘ by two layers of the material of 
which the garment is composed, or preferably 
a- separate' pocket, of a size to accommodate the 
bracing member is attached to the garment by 
stitching. or otherwise and this pocket may have 
a detachable closure member so that the, brac 
ihg member can. be removed whenever desired, 
or replaced‘ by another bracing member of‘ a dif 
ferent size. 
In a preferred embodiment of my invention, 

one or more’ of" the transverse stay elements are 
substantially V-shaped, thus providing some 
what greater flexibility of the bracing member in 
the, transverse direction. Regardless of whether 
the transverse stay elements are V-shaped or 
straight; my improved bracing member provides 
a smoother contour than the conventional stays 
heretofore employed in foundation garments. 
The various objects and advantages of my in 

vention will be more apparent upon considering 
the following detailed description of typical em 
bodimentsf thereof illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings in, which 

Fig, i represents a foundation garment em 
ploying my’ improved bracing member; 

Fig._ 2 is a transverse section view of a por 
tion of the garment, taken on line 2-2 of Fig. 1;‘ 

Figs 3 is a, plan view of a. retaining pocket for 
securing the bracing member to. the garment; 
Fig 4 is a fragmentary plan view of the pocket 

retaining member of. Fig. 3 illustrating details 
Oithe detachable closure; 
Fig 5 is. a perspective view of the bracing mem 

' ber forming, a part of the garment of Fig. 1; 
and. 

Big. 6 aperspective view of a modi?ed form 
of bracing member-. 
In the. accompanying drawing, Fig. 1 illus= 

trates, a, girdle type of foundation garment hav 
ing. the usual back section L, side sections 2 and 
3 and a, front section '4. adapted to, cover- the ab-. 
domenof'the wearer. Secured, to the front .sec 

.tion 4 of the garment illustrated in Fig. 1 is av 
bracing member iCQIlSiStillg of a pair of ver 
tical stay elements; a and 1,; an intermediate ver-. 
tical. stay element.» 8, and.v three. transverse stay 
elements. 9,. HI and“; The bottom. stay element. 
9 is substantially reshaped and‘ permanently. 
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interconnects the lower extremities of the mar 
ginal vertical stay elements 6 and 1. The addi 
tional transverse stay elements I0 and H also 
permanently interconnect the marginal stay ele 
ments 6 and ‘i and the intermediate vertical stay 
element 8 is permanently connected to the trans 
verse stay element 1 I. 
While my invention is not limited to vertical 

and transverse stay elements formed of a single 
piece of ?exible material such as corset stay 
steel, yet I prefer to make the bracing member 5 
out of a single piece of material, thus providing 
an integral structure having no overlapping por 
tions. Regardless of whether the bracing mem 
ber consisting of the several transverse and ver 
tical stay elements is made of a single piece of 
material, I prefer to form this element in such a 
manner that it is of uniform thickness through 

out. 
In Fig. 1, the bracing member 5 is shown se 

cured to that portion of the garment which 
covers the abdomen of the wearer and while 
this bracing member may be secured to the gar 
ment in various way as by inserting it between 
two layers of the fabric forming the front por 
tion of the garment, I prefer to secure the brac 
ing member to the garment by utilizing a pocket 
made of fabric material or the like and of suf 
ficient dimensions to accommodate the bracing 
member. This pocket, best illustrated in Figs. 
3 and 4, may be stitched or- otherwise perma 
nently ?xed to the front portion of the garment 
4 and this pocket is preferably provided with a 
detachable closure so that the bracing member 
can be readily removed to facilitate laundering 
of the garment or for replacing the bracing 
member with another bracing member of dif 
ferent construction or dimensions as may be de 
sired. 
The pocket securing member l2 can be made 

of cloth or other ?exible material and any de 
sired detachable closure may be provided for this 
pocket; for example, as best illustrated in Figs. 
3 and 4, this detachable closure may consist of 
snap fastener tape strips 13 and Id having sev 
eral snap fasteners is associated therewith so 
that this closure may be snapped shut or pulled 
open as desired to facilitate insertion and re 
moval of the stay 
I2 has outer and inner sections 16 and H and 
the marginal portions of this pocket may be 
stitched or otherwise permanently ?xed to the 
front portion of the garment él as shown at 18 
and I9. 
A modi?ed form of bracing member is illus 

trated in Fig. 6 wherein the marginal vertical 
stay elements 6 and ‘l are permanently inter 
connected by a pair of V-shaped transverse stay 
elements 9 and 20, an intermediate vertical stay 
element 2| being permanently fixed to the trans 
verse stay element 20. The bracing member illus-. 
trated in Fig. 6 is somewhat more ?exible in the 
transverse direction than that illustrated in Fig. 
5 and the V~shaped transverse stay elements 9 
and 2!} contribute to this flexibility. In the brac 
ing member of Fig. 5, the transverse members 
It and ii are straight and therefore provide 
greater stiffness in the transverse direction than 
is the case with the construction employed in 
Fig. 6. 

It will be understood that in the typical ex 
amples of my invention illustrated in the ac 
companying drawing the vertical stay elements 
of the bracing member provide a support or 
bracing effect in the vertical direction parallel 
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4 
with these elements, while the transverse stay 
elements provide a similar e?ect in the trans 
verse direction. My improved bracing member 
provides a structure having relatively few sharp 
ends that might cut the fabric of the garment 
and in general it will be understood that a brac 
ing member made in accordance with my in 
vention provides an improved ?exible support 
or bracing means having a smooth contour. 

It is to be understood that my invention is 
not limited to the speci?c embodiments illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings and de 
scribed in detail above but includes such modi 
?cations thereof as fall within the scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a garment of the type described having 

a front portion for covering the abdomen, a uni 
tary bracing member for said portion of the 
garment, said member comprising a pair of mar 
ginal vertical stay elements, an intermediate ver 
tical stay element, and a pair of transverse stay 
elements vertically spaced from each other and 
permanently interconnecting the marginal stay 
elements at points between the extremities 
thereof. 

2. A garment stay bracing member compris 
ing a pair of marginal vertical stay elements, 
an intermediate vertical stay element, and a 
pair of transverse stay elements vertically spaced 
from each other and permanently interconnect 
ing the several vertical stay elements at points 
intermediate the ends of the marginal stay ele 

ments. 3. A garment stay bracing member compris 
ing vertical stay elements spaced from each 
other, a transverse stay element permanently 
interconnecting the lower extremities of at least 
two of said vertical stay elements and a V 
shaped transverse stay element permanently in 
terconnecting the vertical stay elements at a 
point between the extremities thereof. 

4. In a garment of the type described hav 
ing a front portion for covering the abdomen, 
a bracing member for said portion of the gar 
ment, said member comprising a pair of mar 
ginal vertical stay elements, and a pair of V 
shaped transverse stay elements vertically spaced 
from each other and permanently interconnect 
ing said marginal stay elements. 

5. A garment stay bracing member compris 
ing a pair of vertical stay elements spaced from 
each other and a pair of transverse stay ele 
ments permanently interconnecting said vertical 
stay elements, at least one of said transverse stay 
elements being V-shaped and permanently inter 
connecting the vertical stay elements at a point 
between the extremities thereof. 
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