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This invention relates to a telephone index, and 
in this aspect it is an improvement over that dis 
closed in my Patent No. 1,696,335, issued Decem 
ber 25, 1928. In a broader aspect, this invention 
relates to a card container and/or display attach 
ment for a type of desk telephone. ‘ 
The present “bell in base” telephone support 

is of such bulky design as to prevent its being 
embraced by hand for lifting as in previous 
models. Similarly, the instrument base is of such 
design as to preclude attachment of a card index 
or analogous device by means of an embracing 
clip or clamp. ' ’ 

An object of the present invention is to provide 
the currently modern desk telephone with a cor 
rectly oriented and e?ectively attached telephone 
index. A further object is to provide a readily 
viewed and readily manipulated telephone index 
or like display attachment which involves neither 
modi?cation nor encumbrance of the "bell-in 
base" manual or dial telephone set to which it is 
attached. 
According to the present invention a card con 

tainer, preferably having divergent front and rear 
walls, is provided with retaining means support- - 
ing cards for fore-and-aft separation. The con 
tainer is carried at the rear of the base by a re 
silient strip formed generally complementary to 
a recess in the telephone base. The resilient strip 
is either of one piece with or ?rmly attached to 
the container. 

Orientation of the card file at the rear of the 
telephone set effectively displays the. card ?le 
without inhibiting customary manipulations of 
the telephone. The complementary spring ar 
rangement, with the attachment carried by the 
lower spring portion, leaves the recess accessible 
for lifting the instrument. The pendant mass of 
the container and ?le cards promotes secure, 
rattle-free assembly of the device with the tele 
phone base. Similar rattle-free results may be 
attained by so shaping the spring as to pro-bias 
the container against the telephone base. The 
unitary construction of the card-retainer and 

' container promotes durability and easy insertion 
of the cards, and their removal individually for 
inscription. The sloping forward wall of the con 
tainer is generally complementary to the rear 
surface of the telephone base, serving uniquely to 
support the forwardly inclined cards and to limit 
the bulk of the index and telephone assembly. ‘ 
The invention, together with further objects 

and novel features of construction, will be ap 
parent from the following detailed disclosure of a 
preferred embodiment thereof in which: 
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Fig. 1 represents a preferred form of index and 

display attachment assembled in relation to a 
known type of telephone base; 
‘Fig. 2 is a perspective view of this form of at 

tachment; 
Fig. 3 is a view of one form of index card which 

may be utilized; ' 
Figs. 4 and 5 are other forms of index cards for 

modifications of the preferred form of card con- 
tainer; and ' 

Figs. 6-9 are fragmentary transverse sections of 
the side walls of modi?ed card containers. 

Referring now to Fig. 1, the telephone base ID 
has a recess l2 near the channel ll which sup 
ports the hand set (not shown). Recess l2 has a 
depending rib is which prevents the base from 
slipping off the ?ngers when the entire instrument 
is lifted. 
The novel attachment in its preferred form in 

cludes a container and display portion I8 and a 
resilient strip or leaf spring 20 (Fig. 2) which may 
be integral with, or secured as by rivets to, portion 
l8. Leaf spring 20 is generally complementary to ‘ 
recess l2 so that the same, easy, ?nger engage 
ment for lifting the assembly is available as for 
lifting the telephone base without the index. 
Portion 22 of the leaf spring follows the inner wall 
of rib l6 and portion 23 follows the outer wall of 
the rib, not only for this reason but also to con 
stitute a firm, rattle-free interlock between the 
base and the attachment. Spring 20 has a tab 
24 extending beyond recess l2. Depressing this 
tab eliminates the interlock and allows easy, de 
liberate removal of the attachment. 
Receptacle l8 comprises a forwardly inclined 

front wall 26 conforming generally to the sloping 
rear surface of the instrument base. This wall is 
?xed to the lower part of spring 20. By virtue of 
this arrangement the weight of the receptacle 
tends to force portion 22 of the spring more ?rmly 
against rib l8. Portion 23 resists noisy bouncing 
of the assembly. The card container may be sub 
stantially spaced from the telephone base as 
shown, or it may be pressed ?rmly against the 
‘base by appropriate shaping of spring 20. 

Integral with forwardly inclining front wall 28 
are rearwardly ‘inclining back wall 28, parts of 
which are bent to constitute a. ?oor 29 for the con 
tainer, and side walls 30 and 32. One of these 
walls (in the present embodiment) supports re 
ceptacle 34 for a writing instrument. Laterally 
‘spaced rods 38, which may be permanently se 
cured to the container, constitute retainers for 
apertured index cards. These cards 36 have tabs 
31 and narrow, spaced notches in formed as in 



,and 42''. 
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Fig. 3 so that card portions adjacent the notches 
- may be ?exed for individual card insertion and 
removal. The cards are prevented from spilling 
by engagement of shouldered portions ll with 
rods 39. > 

As alternatives to rods 98, walls In and 32 may 
be provided with various forms of card retainers. 
as in-turned shoulders 80' in Fig. 6. or with 
channels 33" in Fig. 7 or slots 38"’ in Fig. 8, 
extending fore-and-aft of the‘ container. Such 
modi?cations have certain advantages, enabling 
the use of more durable card shapes 36' and 38" 
of Figs. 4 and 5, having shoulders 4i’ and 4|". 
All of the card edges may be supported largely 
free of the container by coaction of the card 
retainers with the respective portions 42, 42" 

As a further alternative, the cards 
may have a projection 43a and a notch ‘43b (Fig. 
9) at opposite edges, accordingly with a slot 
38a and a shoulder 38b in opposite walls 304: 
and 32b of the container. By this expedient 

producing waste. Rods 38. shoulders 39', and 
shoulder "b may be generically termed “rails"; 
and these rails are provided to engage with 
notches 42 in the cards or with other notches 
as shown in Figs. 4, 6 and 9. _ _ 

The rear wall 28 of container It in this embodi 
ment extends upwardly to include panel portion 
44 for a note pad or calendar 46 or other de 
sirable display. The entire attachment may be 
of metal or it may be made wholly or partly of 
molded or formed plastics. It will be recognized 
that these and further modi?cations and alter 
natives are within the invention as de?ned in 
the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A card ?le fora telephone base the rear 

surface of which telephone base is inclined down 
ward to the rear, said card ?le comprising a con 
tainer adapted to receive a set of index cards, 
said container having side walls and ?xed up 
wardly divergent front and rear walls to expose 
a selected card to view between oppositely re 
clining cards, the slope of the front wall of the 
container being generally complementary to the 
rear surface of the telephone base, and a sup 
porting spring clip extending forward of said 
front wall and having a shaped portion to con 
form with and lock to said telephone base, 
whereby said container is compactly carried to 
the rear of, and mainly below the top of, the 
telephone base. ' 

2. A card?le for a telephone base the rear 
surface of which telephone base is inclined down 
ward to the rear, said card ?le comprising a con 
tainer adapted to receive a set of index cards, 
said container having side walls and having ?xed 
upwardly divergent front and rear walls to ex 
pose a selected card to view between oppositely 
reclining cards, said front wall being generally 
complementary‘ in slope to the rear of the tele 

' phone base, and a supporting clip extending for 
ward of said front wall and having a portion 
shaped to extend into a horizontally extending re-. 
cess in the rear of the telephone base and to 
latch against a rib depending from the top wall 
of the recess. 

3. A card ?le for a telephone base the rear 
surface of which telephone base inclines down 
ward to the rear, said card ?le comprising a con-‘ 
tainer adapted to receive a set of index cards 
and having internal. card-retaining. rails :and' 
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having side walls and ?xed upwardly divergent 
front and rear walls to expose a selected card 
to view between oppositely reclining cards, the 
slope of said front wall being generally comple 
mentary to the rear of the telephone base, and 
a supporting spring clip extending forward of 
said front wall and including a roughly C-shaped 
portion with a rib across its top to enter a hori 
zontally extending recess in the rear surface of 
the telephone base and latch to a rib depending 
therefrom, whereby said recess is freely available 
for digital engagement for moving said card con 
tainer and the telephone base as a unit, and said 
container is compactly carried at the rear of and 
mainly below the top of the telephone base. 

4. A card ?le for a telephone base the rear 
surface of which base inclines downward to the 
rear, said card ?le comprising a container hav 
ing side walls, card-retaining rails extending 
inwardly from said side walls, a set of cards 
having notches in 'their lateral edges receiving 
said card-retaining rails, said container addi 
tionally including upwardly divergent front and 
rear walls to support oppositely reclining cards 
and thus expose a selected card to view, the slope 
and said front well being generally comple 
mentary to the rear of the telephone base. and 
a supporting spring clip extending forward of 
said front wall and including a roughly O-shaped 
portion with a rib across its top to enter a hori 
zontally extending recess in the rear surface of 
the telephone base and latch to a rib depending 
therefrom, whereby said recess is freely available 
for digital engagement for moving said card 
?le and the telephone base as a unit, and said 
container is compactly carried at the rear of 
and mainly below the top of the telephone base 
when assembled therewith. 

5. A card ?le for a telephone base the rear 
surface of which base inclines downward to the 
rear and near its top has a horizontally extend 
ing recess with a depending rib, said card ?le 
including a container adapted to receive a set 
of index cards, said container having side walls 
and ?xed upwardly divergent front and rear 
walls to expose a card to view between oppo 
sitely reclining cards, and a supporting clip ex 
tending forward of said front wall and having a 
roughly C-shaped portion with an upward pro 
jection at the top thereof to be received and 
latch in the recess of the telephone base, where 
by said container can be attached to the tele 
phone base to be carried to the rear thereof and 
generally below the top thereof. . 
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