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1 
This invention relates to improvements in mer 

chandise display shelving for stores, and has par 
ticular reference to display shelving of that type 
embodying a plurality of display stand units dis 
posed on the floor in abutting end to end relation, 
each unit having a plurality of terraced shelves 
successively stepped higher from front to rear 
of the units. 
The primary object of the present invention 

is to provide shelving of the above kind in which 
the display stand units are so constructed as to 
facilitate reaching articles displayed on the 
higher shelves of said units. 
More speci?cally, the invention contemplates 

provision of display stand units in which at least 
the lowest front shelf of each unit is cut away to 
provide a recess affording standing room adjacent 
a higher shelf of the unit to facilitate reaching 
articles displayed on still higher shelves of said 
unit. 
The exact nature of the present invention vwill 

become apparent from the following description 
when considered in connection with the accom 
panying drawings: 

Figure l is a floor plan of a store provided with 
merchandise display shelving constructed in ac 
cordance with the present invention. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged transverse vertical sec 
tion taken on line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged end elevational view of 
the centrally located shelving assembly shown 
in Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged perspective view of one 
of the display stand units forming part of the 
assembly shown in Figures 1 and 3. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, the front, 

rear and side walls of a store are indicated by the 
dotted outline A in Figure 1, suitable entrance 
doors 5 being provided at the front of the store. 
In the arrangement illustrated in Figure 1, a 
shelving assembly is provided to extend along 
both sides of the store and along the back of the 
same, as indicated at 6. Another shelving assem 
bly is located centrally and longitudinally of the 
store at ‘i, midway between and spaced from the 
side portions of the assembly 6. 
As shown, each shelving assembly comprises 

a plurality of display stand units 8 and 8a disposed 
on the floor of the store in abutting end to end re 
lation, each unit having a plurality of terraced 
shelves 9 successively stepped higher from front 
to rear of the unit. The units 8 are what may 
be termed intermediate units, while the units 8a 
may be termed end units, units 8a being employed 
at the ends of a shelving assembly otherwise 
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composed of a plurality of the units 8. As shown, 
the shelves of units 8 are straight and extend from 
side to side of the unit. On the other hand, the 
shelves of the units 8a are curved so as to extend 
from one side of the unit to the back of the same 
at the other side. In this way, the units 8a pro 
vide a ?nished appearance to the shelving as 
sembly. The shelves of the units 8 and 8a are 
otherwise similar so that when the units are dis 
posed in end to end relation, the shelves of each. 
unit will coincide with those of adjacent units to 
provide continuous shelving throughout the 
shelving assembly. The central assembly of Fig 
ure 1 is in reality two similar assemblies disposed 
back to back so as to provide a double assembly 
affording shelves along both sides. 
The units 8 and 3a. may be constructed in any 

suitable maner. As shown in Figure 2, they may 
consist of a suitable frame work it including in 
clined runers i 5 having stepped front edges, riser 
boards l2 being nailed or otherwise secured to the 
vertical portions of such stepped edges and shelf 
boards it being nailed to the horizontal portions 
of said stepped edges. Substantially the same 
construction is shown in Figure 4 except that the 
runners ila are terminated above the lowermost 
shelf, the latter being directly constructed on the 
lower portion of a wide board whose upper portion 
forms the riser iZa for the next to lowest shelf. 
Otherwise, the constructions of Figures 2 and 4 
are similar and remaining like parts of both forms 
are indicated by similar reference characters. 
An important and salient feature of the present 

invention is that at least the lowest front shelf 
of each display stand unit is cut away at I 4 to 
provide a recess affording standing room adjacent 
a higher shelf of said unit to facilitate reaching 
articles displayed on still higher shelves of the 
unit. The recess may be partly formed by cutting 
away the adjacent ends of adjacent units as 
shown with respect to certain of the units in 
Figure l, or by merely cutting away at least the 
lowest front shelf of each unit at one end of the 
shelf or at one side of the unit. In the assembly 
provided at the sides and back of the store in Fig 
ure 1, the two lower-most'shelves are cut away 
at the ends. On the other hand, the central as 
sembly of Figure 1 and the unit shown in Figure 
4 provide for only cutting away the lower-most 
shelf of each unit. The former may be necessary 
when the units are relatively deep and embody 
a plurality of relatively narrow shelves, while the 
cutting away of a single shelf may be practiced 
when the units are not quite so deep or when the 
shelves are relatively wide. It will be noted that. 
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when the shelves are cut away at the ends, as 
shown, the recesses M are provided so that stand 
ing room is a?orded between lower shelves of ad 
jacent units to facilitate reaching articles dis 
played on still higher shelves of both of said ad 
jacent units. The arrangement avoids excessive 
stretching to reach the articles on higher 
shelves and promotes the ease of reaching said 
articles without upsetting or disturbing other ar 
ticles. Also, this is permitted with the person 
standing on the ?oor and not requiring the aid of 
a stool or the like, as long as the shelves are not 
built higher than the average height of a person. 
In use, the person desiring to reach an article 
on higher shelves of any unit may readily step 
into the recess Ill at the proper point. When 
this is done, the person is brought nearer to and 
within reach of the articles on the higher shelf 
or shelves. 
From the foregoing description, it is believed 

that the construction, manner of use and advan 
tages of the present invention will be readily 
understood and appreciated by those skilled in the 
art. Minor changes may be made, such as fall 
within the scope of the invention as claimed. 
What I claim is: 
1. In merchandise display shelving assembly 

for stores, a legless shelf unit adapted to rest 
directly on the floor and having a plurality of 
terraced shelves from top to bottom thereof, the 
ends of all of said shelves being in the same ver 
tical plane at one end of the unit, at least the 
lowest front shelf of the unit extending a less 
distance than the remaining shelves thereof so 
that its other end terminates in a transverse ver 
tical plane short of the other ends of said remain 
ing shelves to provide a standing room recess be 
tween the lowest shelves of adjoining units when 
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a plurality of said units are disposed in contacting 
end to end relation to form the shelving assembly. 

2. The construction de?ned in claim 1, wherein 
corresponding end portions of all of said shelves 
are curved so that the ?rst-named ends thereof 
terminate in the same plane as the back of the 
unit. 

3. Merchandise display shelving for stores 
comprising an assembly of legless display stand 
units disposed directly on the ?oor of the store in 
abutting end-to-end relation and having a plu 
rality of terraced shelves, the shelves of each unit 
coinciding with those of adjacent units, at least 
the lowest front shelf of each unit being cut away 
at one end only to provide a recess between the 
cut-away shelves of adjacent units which afford 
standing room to facilitate reaching articles dis 
played on higher shelves of adjacent units. 

41. The construction de?ned in claim 3, wherein 
the unit at each end of the assembly has its 
shelves curved rearwardly at one end only to the 
back of the unit, the remaining units of the as 
sembly providing straight shelves extending from 
side to side of the units. 
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