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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,472,047 

ELECTRICAL LOAD WEIGI-IING APPARATUS , 

Arthur C. Ruge, Cambridge, Mass, assignor to 
The Baldwin Locomotive Works, a, corporation 
of Pennsylvania 

Application March 14, 1946, Serial No. 654,246 

(01. 201-63) 10 Claims. 
1 

This invention relates to dynamometers and 
more particularly to load weighing cells. 
Load weighing cells ?nd applications in many 

different ?elds where load forces are to be meas 
ured or masses are to be weighed, although one 
special field of application is where the cells re 
main permanently located in apparatus, such for 
example as storage tanks, bins, scales and other 
devices. In connection with tanks, bins, or other 
storage containers, they preferably rest on top of 
the load cells, or are otherwise supported so that 
the weight of the container contents may be de 
termined at any time. The cells disclosed herein 
are of the type employing preferably electrical 
impedance strain responsive means which may 
be of various types, one form of which is the 
bonded wire type strain gage disclosed in Patent 
No. 2,292,549, although as also illustrated herein 
non-electrical responsive means may be employed 
in a novel arrangement. 

It is an object of my invention to provide an 
improved load weighing cell that is capable of 
having a high degree of accuracy and sensitivity 
in a structure which is adapted to substantially 
eliminate the effects of angularity of load, ec 
centricity, and torsion, and to do so in a rela 
tively simple and economical manner combined 
with compactness, ruggedness and durability. 
A further object is to provide improved means 

for determining, whenever desired and with ease " 
and dispatch, the zero load reading of the strain 
measuring means or to determine the consistency 
of measurement of the cell. This question is of 
particular importance where it is not desirable or 
feasible to remove the cells for checking, as is ‘ 
especially true in case a very large number of 
cells form a normal permanent part of extensive 
installations, such as vats, bins and tanks which 
are used in commercial production and distribu 
tion plants of chemical and petroleum products 
anionor many others. 
Other objects and advantages will be more 

apparent to those skilled in the art from the fol 
lowing description of the accompanying draw 
ings in which: 

Fig. l is a partial sectional view of one form 
of my improved compression cell together with 
means for determining zero stability and con 
sistency of measurement; 

Fig. la is taken along line la-la of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 2 is a modi?cations of Fig. 1 in which anti 

friction means such as ball bearings are employed 
in place of diaphragms for guiding a load trans 
mitting piston; 

Fig. 3 is a further modi?cation of Fig. 2 in which 
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2 
the parts are axially spaced apart rather than 
telescoped as in Figs. 1 and 2‘; 

Fig. ll is a further modi?cation in which a bend 
ing beam, with strain gages thereon, is employed; 

Fig. 5 is a further modi?cation employing a 
ring type load responsive element; 

Fig. 6 is similar to Fig. 5 in which mechanical 
means is employed for measuring the de?ection of 
the load sensitive member; 

Fig. 7 shows a hydraulic responsive means em 
ploying a bellows connected to a ?uid pressure 
gage; ' 

Fig. 8 is a modi?ed lifting means in the form 
of a threaded nut arranged in relatively simple 
and effective cooperation with the cell; 

Fig. 9 is a modi?cation in which the inven" 
tion is applied to tension weighing devices; 

Fig. lO'is a side elevation of another modi?ca 
tion showing a, tension device; and 

Fig. 11 is a vertical section taken on line l l—l l 
of Fig. 10. - 

In the particular embodiment shown in Figs. 1 
and 1a, a supporting structure or casing consists 
of a relatively heavy base I and a rigid, prefer~ 
ably cylindrical, shell 2 which may be welded at 
3 to base I or otherwise suitably secured thereto. 
Disposed within the'shell is a floating type load 
transmitting piston 4 having a bore 5. The upper 
and lower ends of this piston are centered and 
guided for small axial movement by preferably 
annular diaphragms 6 and 1 suitably secured to 
the piston and to heavy shell 2 preferably by weld 
ing or brazing at the points of juncture between 
these elements. The lower diaphragm B has an 
opening corresponding to bore 5 to permit a load 
sensitive element 8 to extend into the bore there 
by to obtain maximum axial compactness. The 
lower end of element 8 is seated upon base I and 
is preferably rigidly secured to it as by a screw 
9 while the upper end of the element is preferably 
semi-spherical and has abutting engagement 
with the piston at the end wall of bore 5. Suit 
able electrical strain responsive impedance means 
preferably of the bonded wire type gage are 
diagrammatically indicated at II]. There are 
bonded to the'surface of element 8 at any desired 
number of points around its circumference in 
order to eliminate bending effects or any other 
undesired conditions. Temperature compensat 
ing gages I I of the same type may be transversely 
mounted on the surface of the load sensitive 
element 8. The leads to these gages may be car 
ried down through suitable electrical conductors 
l2 and thence laterally through a hole in an over 
load safety ring l2 which is slightly spaced be 
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neath the piston and upwardly through the lower 
diaphragm as at l4 for connection to an external 
cable [5. The safety ring or stop l3 can be set for 
a clearance such that, upon reaching a safe load 
beyond the working range, any further load is 
transferred from piston 4 direct through [3 to 
base I, thus allowing the unit to carry many 
times the normal'iull' load and still function per 
fectly within its operating range. The gages 
may be arranged if desired to form a well-known 
Wheatstone bridge in conjunction with any suit 
able instrument for measuring. or utilizing for 
control purposes change of resistance of the 
gages in response to change» of strain in the load 
element 8 as load is applied'thereto. 

It is thus seen that the load cell of Figs. 1 and 
la is extremely compactin that the ?oating pis~ 
ton, sensitive element and casing are arranged 
concentrically. In this manner only a single load 
sensitive element such as 8 is employed but this 
is combined, however, with the‘ ?oating piston 
which has not only maximum freedom of axial 
movement but such movement is. maintained in a 
true axial directionunder-all‘conditions by rea 
son of the widely axially spaced‘upper and lower 
diaphragms. This arrangement of: widely spaced 
diaphragms provides a large moment arm for 
resisting eccentric. loads acting‘ downwardly on 
the upper end of piston 4. which, if desired, can 
also have a semi-spherical: load receiving sur 
face. In the same manner lateral loads are ef 
iectively resisted by the diaphragms so that ele— 
ment 8 responds substantially to an axial com 
ponent of load. The arrangement alsopermits the 
load sensitive» element 8 to be totally enclosed 
and, if desired, to be hermetically sealed if the 
attaching connections; such as brazing, extend 
around the entire periphery of the various com 
ponent parts. It is wel-l'adapted‘ for potting for 
sealing purposes. The cell as described lends. it 
self to standardization for many different load 
capacities- in that it is'only necessary to change 
the capacity of the load‘ sensitive element. 8 as by 
making- it larger or smaller in. cross-sectional. area 
or of different elastic. modulus as the capacity 
may require, it being, understood that this. ele 
ment may be of cylindrical crossssection. but is 
preferably squarasolid. or hollow, tofacilitate ap 
plication of the gages. The structure is also 
ideally suited to prevent. errors due. to torsion as 
in. loads applied by a screw. 

To. determine zero. stability and also consistency 
of measurement. of the.cel-l1,..I have provided a rel- 
atively simple and. compact; means, as a self~ 
contained cooperative part. oithe cell; for reliev~ 
ing- the load on the loadv sensitive element 8' with 
out requiring the.- cell to-be removed‘ from its per 
manent location. It will. be understood that it 
may be frequently desirable in: particular appli 
cations to test a. celi regardless of howv long it 
may have been in- serviceawithout recourse to em~ 
ploying unwieldy equipment. for jacking- or lifting 
up a tank or- other load; which‘ normally rests 
upon the load cell‘; For: instance, in. connection 
with tanks containing liquids, solids, or other 
material. which may-rho added. to» or‘ removed‘. from 
a tank during the. course?‘ of its. use, such tanks 
or containers are rarely, if ever; completely 
emptied. However; byv my’ improved arrange 
ment, the load may be removed. from the load 
sensitive element;- 8 to: determine the zero read 
ing of- the device: as; well as‘. to easily-- relieve and 
reapply the load as: many times asxdesired’ to de 
termine whether‘ the cell: consistently and. faith. 
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4 
fully reproduces the same result for a given load 
which is present at the moment in the container. 
To this end, I have provided, as shown in Figs. 

1 and let, one particular form of lifting means 
consisting of a lower annular ball race It seated 
upon the upper end of the heavy cylindrical shell 
2 while a rotatable ball race i9 is interposed be 
tween the lower race and a suitable load surface 
29‘ of the object to be Weighed. The rotatable 
race i9 is Very slightly inclined to provide a cam 
surface for balls 2i. All of the races are pref~ 
erably grooves so that the lower set of ball bear 
ings 2i will suitably center the rotatable race it 
at all times, although if desired the rotatable ball 

— race may be guided by the cell periphery. The 
race it]? has an opening 22 of larger diameter than 
the upper end of piston If and hence cannot trans 
mit any lateral or frictional forces to the piston. 
A simple race is shown to guide balls 24 which 
act against load surface 20. As many cam race 
surfaces may be used as desired, preferably not 
less than three. In operation, it is only necessary 
to insert a bar type of handle 22" or spanner 
wrench of any suitable length into any one of a 
series of peripheral recesses 23 in race iii Where 
by upon rotation of the race the ball bearings ill 
will ride up on the cam races to cause the upper 
set of ball bearings 2d to lift load surface 2G. The 
extent of lifting movement need only be a matter 
of a few thousandths of an inch suflicient to lift 
the piston G from contact with strain sensitive 
element. For convenience, a section (ii of the 
lower race of. i9 is made inclined, terminating in. 
a section 62 which is not inclined, so that the load 

, will remain lifted. Without holding‘ handle 22. 
With load thus removed from sensitive element 53, 
a measuring instrument or Wheatstone bridge 
may then be read to determine the true zero load 
reading. If any variation of serious amount has 
occurred, the cell can then. be removed for re~ 

While this would occur only rarely 
at best, yet it is desirable to be able to make such 
a test and to this endv my invention provides an 
extremely simple, convenient and effective means. 
Another reason for determining. true zero is that 
the» empty tank or container weight. may have 
been changed due to. repairs. or alterations and 
the user will Wish to be sure he is not confusing 
these changes with changes in zero stability of 
they cells. In addition, my improved lifting device 
allows a load to be repeatedly lifted and re-ap 
plied as many times‘ as is necessary. In this way 
it is possible to determine whether the cell is 
functioning so as to consistently weigh a given 
load, it being understood of course that the test 
load- is whatever load presently exists in the con“ 
tainer during such testing operation. In some 
cases, the responsive instrumentation used with 
thecell may be in question. 

In the other modi?cations, such as shown in 
Fig. 2, a piston 30 is guided by a series of ball 
bearings 3i preferably spirally arranged between 
the piston and a ball race 32 which, as shown, 
may constitute the inner cylindrical surface of 
the shell bore. Such a spirally arranged ball 
bearing per se or other suitable type anti-friction 
bearing is well-known and‘ hence further detailed 
description thereof is not deemed necessary ex 
cept to point out that the amount of axial‘ move 
ment of piston Sil- is so small that the ball race 32 
may, if. desired, beof substantially the same length 
as'the guiding portion of piston 30.v A load sen 
sitive element 8’ with gages thereon similar to 
those of Fig. 1 are located within a bore of piston 

- 30: in the same manner as shown in Fig. 1 and 
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hence further description is not needed' As a 
variation, member 8 is located by a pin 53. 
The axial length of the bearing in Fig. 2 is such 

that it laterally guides the piston 30 at widely 
spaced axial points thereby providing a large 
moment arm for resisting any tilting of the piston 
due to eccentric or lateral loading, this being 
broadly the same in principle to the use of the two 
diaphragms 6 and l of Fig. 1 which laterally sup 
port piston 4 at widely axial points thereof. Thus 
the possibility of transmitting eccentric or lateral 
loads from the piston to the load sensitive ele 
ment 8 or 8’ is completely eliminated or reduced 
to a negligible amount. If desired, an annular 
seal 34 of rubber or other ?exible material may 
closely surround piston 30 and be held in place by 
an annular keeper plate 35. Torsional forces 
can be resisted by keying 30 against rotation or 
by using other well-known restraints which do 
not interfere with the slight vertical motion. 
Another way to resist torsional forces is to have 
the balls in vertically grooved race ways so as to 
resist rotation of the piston. A still different way 
is to combine a single diaphragm with the balls 
of Fig. 2, etc., the diaphragm resisting torsional 
forces as is the case with the diaphragms of Fig. 1. 
In the modi?cation shown in Fig. 3 a load 

sensitive element 8” is located in a lower cham 
ber 48 of the casing shell 4| while a load piston 
42 corresponding to piston 30 is supported in the 
upper end of the casing and is guided by ball bear 
ings 43 similar to 3|. The same gage arrange 
ment is employed on the element 8" as in the 
other forms and the many advantages of the 
other forms are present in Fig. 3. A safety shelf 
64 serves as overload protection in case 8” fails 
or to allow high overload without damage to the 
sensitive element. This shelf can be applied to 
Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6, etc. 

In Fig. 4 a bending beam load sensitive element 
$3 is provided in place of the element 8" of Fig. 3. 
This beam is suitably secured to one side of the 
casing 41 and is loaded by a preferably pointed 
member 48 with a pointed end which is attached 
to piston 49. Many other detailed contractions 
are obviously possible here. 
In Fig. 5 an annular load sensitive ring 53 is 

provided with a lug 54 secured in the base of the 
casing 55 while an upper projection 56 on the ring 
engages the lower end of a piston 5'! which is 
guided by roller bearings in the manner described 
for the other modi?cations. The'ring 53 is pro 
vided with strain gages, preferably of the bonded 
wire type located preferably on the inner and 
outer peripheries as indicated at 58 and 59 at ' 
diametrically opposite sides of the ring. Suitable 
leads connect these gages with an external con 
nection 60 in the same manner as for Fig. 1. 
The upper portions of the modi?cations shown in 
Figs. 3 to 5 are not shown inasmuch as they are 
identical to Fig. 2 or to Fig. 1 in case lifting means 
are desired to be used. 

Figs. 6 and '7 illustrate the broad usefulness of 
my invention as it relates to non-electrical re 
sponsive means. In Fig. 6 a dial indicator 66 of 
any suitable form such as an “Ames” dial gage 
is used in an elastic ring arrangement similar to 
Fig. 5. Similar parts are, therefore, given identi 
cal reference numbers. The dial gage has an 
extended ?xed post 56' passing freely through an 
opening in the shell 55 and supported on one side 
of the ring 53. An axially movable gage oper 
ating pin 66" continues through such side of the 
ring and diametrically across for abutting en 
gagement with the opposite side. In operation, 

CI 

10 

20 

30 

60 

60 

75 

6 
the ring diameter expands and contracts with 
load, thereby causing relative movement between 
the stem and pin to operate the dial pointer. A 
well-known screw type micrometer can be em 
ployed in place of the dial, such a micrometer 
having its usual frame and pin corresponding to 
stem 66' and pin 65''. It will be clear of course 
that the load sensitive element 53 is broadly any 
device which de?ects in response to load and the 
load measuring or indicating element can have a 
wide variety of forms without violating the spirit 
of the invention. The load sensitive element is 
indicated as brazed or welded to the base at 65 
instead of being held by a pin such as 63, Fig. 2. 
In Fig. 7, a hydraulic system weighs the load in 

terms of pressure set up in a bellows ll] which is 
used in place of element 8 in Fig. 2. Otherwise, 
the two arrangements are identical so that similar 
parts are given the same numbers. A ?uid pres 
sure gage 1| is connected to the bellows for indi 
cating the load. It is clear that in the bellows 
device the diaphragms 6 and ‘I can, if desired, 
carry only a relatively small fraction of the load. 
Or, diaphragms 6 and 7, supplemented by springs, 
if necessary, could be the load sensitive means 
while the hydraulic system is used merely to indi 
cate the amount of motion of the piston 4. Such 
spring can be of a coil type located beneath the 
lower end of piston 4 or arranged concentrically 
of the bellows and engaging base I and the bottom 
of the piston bore. The fact that the diaphragms 
themselves can be the load sensitive means or a 
substantial part thereof is particularly‘ useful‘ 
in the case of a very low capacity unit employing 
magnetic or capacity pickups as means for meas 
uring the de?ection of the load sensitive means. 
In fact, the diaphragms in this case should con 
stitute the entire spring stiffness of the unit. 

It is, of course, clear that any of the load or 
de?ection sensitive devices shown or mentioned 
can be combined with any of the guided piston 
structures. Further, that the diaphragm con 
struction may be combined with the ball bearing 
construction, if‘desired. This latter combination 
may be useful for example in providing torsional 
resistance to the structure of Fig. 2 by adding one 
or more ?exible diaphragms connecting the piston 
and the outer case. In such a structure the dia 
phragms could be exceedingly ?exible in an axial 
direction (even corrugated) and still be able to 
withstand a very considerable torsional force to 
prevent rotation of the piston relative to the outer 
shell. ' 

Although I have shown annular diaphragms 
for purposes of illustration, it will be clear that 
?exure plates can be used as well, in whichcase 
there would preferably be two or more ?exure 
plates at each diaphragm level, although even one 
?exure» plate at each level would su?ice in some 
instances. 
Instead of the ball and cam race lifting means 

shown in Figs. 1 and lo, I may employ, as shown 
in Fig. 8, a nut 99 and screw threads 9! formed on 
the outer surface of the upper portion of the shell 
2. The upper end of the nut may be provided 
with a ball race containing a ball bearing 92 en 
gageable with the loading surface 29. In opera 
tion, the nut is rotated by use of any suitable 
handle inserted in the recesses of the nut which is 
rotated in one direction to remove the load from 
the‘ load sensitive element and rotated in the 
opposite direction to re-apply the load. Details 
of construction of the cell are otherwise shown 
in’ any of the various‘ modi?cations. The threads 
can be of the well-known ball bearing thread ‘con-~ 
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struction' if it is desired to reduce turning friction 
to- a minimum. 

Fig. 9 shows a load sensitive element 1-5 thread 
ed at its ends into the pistons 16 and 11, and for 
purposes of illustration the anti-friction bearing 
is used to guide the piston. It is seen that this 
is- a very simple device to assemble and that it 
will work equally well in tension and compres 
sion. Some simple means, such as the vertical 
keyway previously described, may be used to lock 
the piston against rotation or pins 18 may pre 
vent the threaded ends from becoming un 
screwed. Fig. 10 shows an arrangement in which 
the load. sensitive element acts entirely in com 
pression while tensile forces are applied to the 
unit, the’ basic principle of this load reversing 
construction being very old and well-known. The‘ 
unique feature in my construction resides in the 
fact that the outer shell 8!) itself is used to trans 
mit a tensile force from an eye 8|, or hook if 
desired, to the base 82 and thence to the lower 
end of the load sensitive element 83. A piston 
84;‘ has its upper end secured to an encircling link 
85 whose lower end is also provided with a hook 
or eye 86. Diaphragms ill and 88 are employed, 
these and parts 82, 83 and 85 being identical to 
similar parts in Figs. 1 and 1a. Also, shell 80 
is; similar to shell 2 except that in Fig. 10, the 
upper end of the shell is extended for attachment 
to" eye BI and is provided with a recess 88’ through 
which link 85 extends. Lateral safety stops 89 
and. 90’ are disposed between the links and shell 
for purposes of illustration. 
Of course, it will be evident that any of the 

structures illustrated in Figs. 1 to 7 inclusive can 
function equally Well as tension devices by mere 
ly attaching the load sensitive element so that 
tension forces acting on the piston are transmit 
ted to it. Also, as seen in the various modi?ca 
tions‘, the so-oalled “pistons” can be of various 
axial depths and they can be free of any sliding 
contact guidance with the cell casing, the term 
simply de?ning a member which receives the load 
and’ transmits it to the load-responsive element 
and which is restrained so as to have only axial 
motion through the action of lateral guiding 
means. The so-called “piston” thus constitutes 
a- laterally-guided load-transmitting means. 

It will be obvious to those skilled in the meas 
urement art that many other measuring or re 
sponsive means can be applied within the spirit 
of my invention. Thus, well-known capacity and. 
inductance or reluctance gaging methods can be 
used" equally well- to measure the motion of the 
piston relative to the supporting structure. In 
such- cases, the elastic stiffness is provided by any 
suitable elastic member such as I have shown 
in‘ my illustrations, or by a simple spring, if de 
sired, or the diaphragms of Fig. 1 may themselves 
serve as the spring. Any device responsive to 
force or de?ection is, therefore, seen to be ap 
plicable. As a further example I might cite the 
well-known pneumatic gaging methods as re 
sponsive means in my invention. Electrical con 
tact devices may be used to indicate predeter 
mined movements as is well known in the art. 
Simple slide wire means are also well-known for 
measuring motion. 
From the foregoing disclosure of the several 

modi?cations, it is seen that I have provided an 
extremely simple, rugged and compact weighing 
cell that is adapted to have a high degree of sen 
sitivity, accuracy and durability with freedom 
from adverse effects of eccentric lateral and tor 
sional loads and which permits a standardized» 
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8. 
cell to be: easily adapted for different capacities. 

It will of course be understood that various 
changes in details of construction and arrange 
ment of parts may be made by those skilled in 
the art without departing from the spirit of the 
invention as‘ set forth in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A load weighing device comprising, in com 

bination, a base and an axially extending sup 
‘ porting structure; a load transmit-ting piston hav 
ing an axially extending bore, one end of which 
terminates at a closed end of the piston and the 
other end‘ of which is open, a load sensitive ele 
ment supported‘ at one end on said base and its 
other end extending through said open end into 
said bore for load transmitting contact with said 
closed end of the piston whereby the sensitive ele 
ment is operated in accordance‘ with load acting 
on said piston, a-plurality of means spaced axially 
of said‘ piston and op‘eratively connected to‘ said 
supporting structure for laterally supporting and 
guiding" the piston so that‘ an axial component of 
load is‘ transmitted to said load sensitive element 
substantially‘ independent of lateral and eccen 
trio‘ load effects on the piston,v and means respon~ 
sive to: the‘ load acting on said sensitive element. 

2. The combination set forth in claim 1 further 
characterized: in that the axially spaced means 
for‘ laterally supporting and guiding the load 
transmitting‘ piston includes spaced ?exurev mem 
bers extending‘ laterally‘ between the supporting 
structure and’ the‘ piston and lying inplanes sub 
stantially'at right angles to the axis of the ‘piston. 

3".’ The combination set forth in claim 1. fur 
ther’ characterized in that thev axially spaced 
n'ieansv for‘ laterally‘ supporting and‘ guiding the 
load transmitting piston includes spaced annu» 
lar‘ ?exur'e' members extending laterally between 
the supporting structure and the-piston and ly~ 
ing in planes substantially‘ at right angles to the 
axis‘ of the‘ piston. 

4. The'combination set forth in claim 1. fur— 
ther‘ characterized‘ in that the axially spaced 
means" for‘ laterallyv supporting and guiding the 
load transmitting piston includes spaced flexure 
members extending laterally between the ' 
porting structure and the piston and lyi 
planes substantially at right angles to the 
of the piston; and‘ the means responsive to the op 
eration of the sensitive element includes an 
trical impedance strain gage mounted on . 
sensitive element at a location Within said bore 
and‘between two planes, normal to‘ the piston. axis, 
each of which planes; contains at least one of 
said ?ex'ure members‘; 

5; The combination set forth in claim 1 fur- 
ther characterized’ by‘ the provision of means 
formedias asel'f-cbntainedpart of the load weigh 
ing device to remove load at will from the load 
sensitive element. 

6L The combination set forth in claim 1 fur 
ther characterized by the provision of relatively 
rotatable members‘ having relatively inclined our» 
faces arranged coaxially of the piston and. adapt 
ed-upon sai’direl'ative rotation to remove load from 
the sensitive element. 

'7.v A load? weighing device comprising, in coup 
bination, a’ supporting structure, a lead sensi 
tive element supported by said structure, a load 
transmitting piston for operating said 2 
element‘. accordance with load acting on s .. 
piston, means operatively‘ connected to said sup 
porting structure for‘ laterally guiding said pis 
ton, means responsive to the" actuation of said 

0106... 

" sensitive: element’; and means formed as a self 
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contained part of said supporting structure to 
remove at will load from the load sensitive ele 
ment. 

8. The combination set forth in claim 7 fur 
ther characterized in that the load removal means 
includes opposed annular race ways one of which 
is mounted on and encircles the supporting struc 
ture and the other of which is rotatable, one 
of said race ways having inclined cam surfaces 
and anti-friction means interposed between said 
race ways so as to lift the rotatable race way dur 
ing rotation thereof and thereby remove load from 
the sensitive element. 

9. The combination set forth in claim '7 fur 
ther characterized in that the load removal 
means includes relative rotatable elements cer 
tain of which are formed on said supporting 
structure, and relatively inclined cam surfaces 
between said elements whereby upon relative ro 
tation the load may be removed from the sensi 
tive element. 

10. A load weighing device comprising, in com 
bination, a base, a supporting structure extend 
ing axially therefrom, an axially extending load 
transmitting piston spaced from said base, a load 

10 

15 

20 

10 
sensitive element having one end supported on 
said base and its other end in load transmitting 
contact with said piston whereby the sensitive 
element is operated in accordance with load act 
ing on said piston, a plurality of axially spaced 
?exure members operatively connected to said 
supporting structure and to said piston for later 
ally supporting and guiding the piston so that 
an axial component of load is transmitted to said 
load sensitive element substantially independent 
of lateral and eccentric load effects on the pis 
ton, and means responsive to the load acting on 
said sensitive element. 

ARTHUR C. RUGE. 
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