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1 i: 
This invention relates to surgical dressingean'd: 

moreieparticularly pto: aneimprovedi iclosureviand 
ciressingev enabling: traetionzltozhezeplaeedimn tithe: 
woundhand whi'chtdressingis :ofsthezgenerazl charm 
aoteiedescribed in my>~Pa~tent No;;=2,42L,_193<-5=:; 

Itis Well known E01:thGSGrVQI‘SBd?iH’?hG artrthalt; 
it, iszdesireble; inrcases .LOfi Wounds-sonzcutsiltmbringz 
th'é}:raIW veciges. ‘ of: the‘; wound: togethérei'z Thise em: 
ablesetheaihealingi actionzto takerplaceemoreirapei 
idly, reduces the danger of infection, and reduces‘; 
thessizezohthascar; ‘ Hereto-foraaethei raw ‘edges 
attire: wound: have: beeniibrought' togetheniimvarei 
iousgma'nners: the most‘acomm'on ‘of lwhichawvasihyl' 
sutuirin'gs; This~,:.:a1though.1e?ectivwhasiitstdisadm 

_ vantages,_.- iforeif . ithe' zipatient" is iuconsciousgiit, iris: 

painful anchhasiatendency; to 6&USG1S1'1OCKJ1 thermore; there :is . -.thendangen:.of zinieotion iron. 

the :suture; and if the] stitchessaresinotkclqseetoe 
gether; there iSt-h?3116111181631kfOLthBgWOllIldii'lQ gem 
between the stitches. :,;;Thi-s siS alsora, timeiéohsumje; 
ingz; operations Afterwthe: wonndsisihealedsfithemi 
1512,1501 theepl? obl'em of. removing; the} stitchesmnd: 
the Stitch-6S:ithemSelvesnhaJ/f?'?. tendemmtorfomm 
a scares:v Since there. is earde?nite- limititoitheinume 
ber ~._of stitchesgthatqmay; be used; there zisrzailsotef; 
tendency ‘for the strain-therein touheisueh as £110“ 
cause. zthemxtoete'ar ‘loose; 

Still:tether;methods,esueheasaelempssir tabamie 
ages-(Kalle: here? deiiniteedisadventeeesl C; mos 
cannot be u§8dw0n~2W0U 1t are teens end‘ 
bandages;iitiehtienough, drew theiwoun t0 
gethen~= act‘; as><a tourniquewhn. I: _ 
ciremetionm For ~.;the_»p+1argera W0111‘1d_S;gWh§ ‘ , 
skin 11 -.?es.-h>have been-removed hemre?'ee 
of"sewing-buttonswrite-the skin ‘a ‘ 
rubber bands between them for trac 
its disadvantages. > 

- 0.115} particularadisadyantege-attendant 110.: all 
the - prion processes». is the time “necessary, total 
the wounds and -apply-{theedressing}:1;-Theefa er. 

there this .for, infection‘; -v_Furth,Vermpre;1-;many 0t 
these-prior practicesi110;:notelem-ithemseltesetq 

temporary-dressing“ These'eitemse ereéofe n. A marl-interest inwidressinsilstetions “tithe-battle 
iron ~gwlheremanyewounds, mustqbe‘; _;essed1quiek-¢ 

1v.- ‘If lmeansem provided for qu‘cklme v. applyine- the 'dressinee the;..suree9n:%m&x setten? 

tovmore cases; With-165$:rcasilalt'iwlo?e?- rAlsoeif 
thev dressineiis easyito: attach,» itimay beldpneiby 
those-:iessuskil-led‘in:surge“ " 

By my present: invention, :I_;-heveepr)0ti.de:¢ise 
dnessingmhichgmay be-vapnlie oiilangeeeanine 
wounds, as well as small..>wounds,r;a.ndiisseie 
fectivegtoebringitheedges;pf-sthezwoundmluseito 
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gether~.:,:, The ‘:wounds- may have '_-treetion~o applied;v 
thereto; along :their entirewlengthi whioh: traction: 
is. sevehiyedistributed and 1 is 'maintainedeallethe; 
time theigdressinggisgin plecepn~ The dressing; 
be§_;app1ie.d Without discomfort.,ztoetheqipetientn 
quicklygand easily 'by vthose: with->5» imodieumsioi, 
skills, It-IfHlSO edapts itselito temporary dress:r 
inige-sin‘ce it eanlbe quicklyendeesilysremoved; 
withoutv discomfort ‘to the; patient’, It-iselsqsvery; 
usefnts providing I itractioni; :over ,largeeopenz 
wounds whereit is desirable-_ toy-‘stretch; the; skin‘ 
to sever-denuded: areas. ‘7 

Still}, other; ‘advantages -_-of- the iinvention?snoh; 
as;-cleanliness;_;thee1imination:.ofttraumawandqtheg 
additional protection afforded;iagainsteiniectioni 
wit beeomewmore, apparent 1from-¢;the<»,fo11_owinge 
deioriptioni»; which 1 is illustrated; by :the mqcome; 
panyingndmwings anctiormse (‘part ;o_f31,the;spB§r:.¢ 
i?cation. . ' 

I In;the:drawings: 

Figiq?l - is e {side elevational --vieW;-oi1 at dressing; 
oft-‘my invention; 

Fig=;2 is; a top/plan view- thereof; i; , 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view thereof; _ 

. Fig. {1 is an enlargedsectioni-takeneon theilines 
4-1-4105, Fig.3; _ _ 

Fri-547115 isya diegremmaticrzviewa shgwihgqijhtt' 
manner, of its application to a wound’;- _ 

Fig. 6 .isan, enlarged iregnientery.,1:_>1a,nT view.;;of 
the‘, skin engaging.’ portion; ‘of ethel, dressing-p: _ 

Fig.3}? is -.a perspective viewioyf-ia, zclip?usedqfoie 
seenringthe _ dressing. together»; ‘ 

Fi‘g~,;8 is _-a magni?ed-view; of onezofcthe shin 
engagingfbedrbs orspiculest . 

:Qfise side’ elewationaleview of 
formiof theinvention; and. ' _ _ 

{L0 vis lyarbottomiplefn ‘view-thereof“ ,, 
In carrying-wt~my1inventiom-lpreferebiy‘nree 

vigiekan, intermediate-body portionno?highlylelajse 

mew???» 

tic material,‘ such'as rubbeitelatex-ormnetof the 1 
syntheti‘csr .wkhich body" provided at " opposite 
ends-withmembers:pneferablypfmetal;thatthgye 
e- plqrg-litypf; sharp points ieda'ptedj-lto- beéengag it 
withiandepenetrateiinto thQ-‘SKiii-JIO proYiqe‘t-r ;. 
tiomforsaidhody portion-When thetdressine. stretched. and _ applied ,>across;y,-~a wound". .‘ lire'ferj-t 

ably; ‘tithe body portion; ismade inethe 1. form mf-ra. 
composite strip; the; midvpvortiongo ‘oh isjelese" 
tiewandqthe endportions ,of- which;;-at‘6.§ tendered 
inelastic.- by- bonding; a; view oft-fabric or. thee/‘like 
tq-th'e rnbhem The attachinggmembersaareapre?e 
ereblyr-i secured; toethese -'endi.lPO1‘:1'>i0n$ by} tement 
andgeby, ?-lclampingf : ‘means; winchiicementn and: - 
clampsehold-thelpal'ts‘11036131181? adjacent thei-elase 
him-part; 1 the- extremities; i rxthel: respective- 18nd 
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portions which are rendered inelastic providing 
tabs which may be grasped by the ?ngers pro 
viding a convenient means for manipulating the 
dressing when attaching the same to the wounded 
member of a patient. 
More speci?cally, as shown in the accompany 

ing drawings, throughout which like parts have 
been designated by like reference characters, the 
dressing includes a composite strip, the center 
portion ID of which may be constructed of rub 
ber, latex or any of the synthetic compounds 
having a high degree of elasticity. This elastic 
center or mid portion will preferably be made 
in various lengths and widths adapting the device 
to be used to dress various sizes and types of 
wounds. At opposite ends of the elastic portion, 
there are non-elastic portions ll. These are 
preferably provided by uniting with the elastic 
in these zones a layer of fabric l2. 

Preferably, the bond between the fabric and 
rubber is effected during the curing of the rub 
ber and in such a manner that a continuous layer 
of rubber is provided on the under side, as viewed 
in Figs. 1 and 4, with the rubber extending into 
the interstices in the fabric as well as uniting -"' 
with the individual ?bers of the fabric. The top 
of the fabric remains comparatively free from 
the rubber, however, thus providing a relatively 
rough and relatively stiff surface which enables 
the same to be better gripped by the ?ngers. 
There is thus provided a composite strip having 
a center portion which is highly elastic and end 
portions which are inelastic and which strip has 
a continuous rubber underside and is provided 
with roughened upper end surfaces. The addi 
tion of the fabric to these ends not only reduces 
the elasticity of the strip at these points, but also 
stiifens the strip and provides more “body” to it 
which, as will be seen later, assists in securing 
the other parts to the strip. The amount of 
stiffness of the ends is a matter of choice and may 
be varied between relatively wide limits. Pref 
erably, a certain amount of ?exibility is de 
sirable. 
Means are provided for connecting the com 

posite strip to the body of a patient in such a 
manner that the elasticity of the mid portion is 
utilized to apply traction through the connector 
means on the opposite sides of a wound. This 
generally comprises metal members having sharp ~ 
points that penetrate into the skin. Speci?cally, 
these members may each include a ?at body por 
tion I 5, adapted to lie ?at against the under side 
of the strip at a zone H, and having an end 
portion which curves downwardly as indicated at 
l6 and then turns backwardly at I‘! to form a 
transversely extending lip. The edge of the lip 
11 is provided with a plurality of needle like pro 
jections 0r spicules 18, which extend toward the 
mid portion of the dressing. 
There is thus provided a member which is 

generally hook shaped in longitudinal section and 
has sharp points. Two of these members are 
used in connection with each of the composite 
strips, being secured to the inelastic portions adja 
cent the elastic portion and in such a manner 
that the projections l8 point in the general direc 
tion of the center of the strip. These members 
are secured to the underside of the composite 
strip with the ?at part disposed adjacent the 
elastic zone and the bight of the hook being 
toward the end of the composite strip, by cement 
ing and a clip (Fig. '7). The clip comprises a 
?at strip 20 which engages with the upper surface 
of the fabric 12, and-the ends of which extend 
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4 
around the edges of the ?at body portion 15 at 2| 
and are then bent backward at 22 against the 
underside of the flat body portion l5. If desired, 
the bent part 2| may be notched at 23 to facilitate 
the bending of the clip and provide a tighter 
joint between the clip and the projection carrying 
body portion l5 to thus more securely grip the 
composite strip therebetween. Prior to assembly, 
cement is applied to the adjacent faces of the 
body portion l5 and the composite strip at the 
under side, and the body portion and composite 
strip brought together and held in position by 
the clip until the cement has an opportunity to 
set. After assembly, the cement and the clip both 
cooperate to hold the parts securely together. 

It will be apparent that the point carrying 
metal members may be secured to the composite 
strip in other manners than that shown, but I 
have found that the means illustrated and de 
scribed are very effective, economical and easy to 
construct. 
The ends ll of the composite strip extend be 

yond the attaching members and provide tabs 
which may be grasped by the ?ngers or forceps 
for manipulation of the device. The effectiveness 
of these tabs is increased by having the upper 
surface comparatively free from rubber, which 
leaves a good rough gripping surface, the rough 
ness of which depends upon the coarseness of the 
fabric. 
The projections [8 may be provided on the edge 

of the lip l‘! in various manners. I have found 
that one manner of forming them is by lapping 
as shown in the copending application of Valen 
tine B. Seitz, Serial No. 561,365, ?led November 1, 
1944, and which has become abandoned. Pref 
erably, the projections are disposed in closely 
spaced relation along the edge of the lip, and as 
best shown in Fig. 8, and may be substantially 
pyramidal in form. In one case, I have found 
that 20 of these points per inch and each ap 
proximately .004 inch square at the base and .020 
inch in length provide a very effective action. It 
will be apparent that the number and size may 
be varied. By lapping the points, they may be 
made very sharp, which allows them to penetrate 
with very little trauma. Having the points closely 
spaced enables traction to be evenly distributed 
over a wide area, and the length is so gauged as 
to prevent deep and painful penetration. 

Fig. 5 shows the manner of application of the 
dressing of my invention. The body of a patient 
is shown at 30 and as containing a cut 3|. The 
cut will ordinarily ‘be gaping but is shown nearly 
pulled together due to the traction exerted by 
the dressing. 
In applying the dressing, the ends, or tabs ll, 

of the dressing are grasped between the fingers 
and pulled in opposite directions. This causes 
the mid portion it! to be stretched. 

Preferably, the thumbs engage with the clips 
20, and the elements carrying the sharp pro 
jections may thus be tilted so that the projections 
l8 point in a generally downward direction but 
still point toward the medial portion of the dress 
ing. The projections I8 are then brought into 
engagement with the skin on opposite sides of 
the cut and the projections l 8 gently pressed into 
the skin and toward the wound from opposite 
sides while at the same time the tension on the 
tabs H is released. The tension exerted by the 
part l0 then holds the projections in the skin, 
their penetration, however, being limited by the 
length of the projections. 
Because the projections are sharp, very little 
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discomfortis experienced, nor‘ do they penetrate 
"fai'l'e'riough to cause any damage to the ?esh under 
the skin,‘ error that matter, the ski-n itself. 
As is best illustrated in Fig. 5, the skin adja 

centthe projections, and» between the projections 
and the wound, tends to heap up providing a 
more effective engagement therewith, and the 
curved ’struc'tu're FG'pr-ovides a clearance space 
preventing the projections from being displaced 
from their engagement by this “heaping up." 

' T-he_"dressing, after the tabs H- are released, 
assumes; a: position substantially as shown in 
Fig. ‘5, the'part' Hi causing the connector mean-s 
and their projections to'be steadily pulled in 
toward the wound. The placement of the pro 
j'ections causes this traction to be distributed 
over a wide area with the result that considerable 
traction? may be produced which soon draws the 
edges of the wound together, materially increas 
ingthe-healing rate and speeding epithelization i 
by reducing the area to be epithelized. 

' 'If desired, the traction can be enhanced by 
fastening a strip of adhesive tape over the ends 
H: and/or the connector means to hold the same 
more closely to the body of the patient. 

'It will be seen that the traction exerted is 
largely determined by the character of the rub 
leer;~ The invention adapts itself very readily to 
making dressings of various widths and lengths. 
It also enables the dressing tobe placed directly : 
over the wound, and the rubber will not adhere 
as readily as the conventional dressings to the 
excretions therefrom. The material of the strip 
may be sufficiently transparent to allow the 
wound'to be viewed Without removing the dress 
ingf‘If desired, the wounded member may be 
wrapped with a gauze bandage for further pro 
tection andto absorb the excretions from around 
theuiedges and prevent foreign matter from enter 
i'ng under the edge of, the‘ dressing. ' 

‘ It can be?seenthat the dressing may be applied 
in‘ a matter of seconds, and‘ if the user thereof is 
not satisfied with the manner of its placement, 
it'may be as quickly removed and reapplied, all 
without pain or discomfort to the patient. Be 
cause of itsc‘onstruction, tractionvmay be applied 
inadirection to better close the wound, and the 
wound edges may be brought so close together 
that it‘is‘ unnecessary to use a gauze bandage 
directly. adjacent thew-Guild» 

‘lion Fig.5, it will be notedithatthe, actual point 
of traction is .displacednsomewhat from the edge 

thél'woun'd. Theupyoint where the traction is 
applied, mayv be varied to some extent by the 
length ‘of theintermediate elastic, portion. In 
some'instances, however, it may be desirable to 
apply thetractionalong close to the edge of the 
vmillitl; this QUQWS the Wound t0 bev closed more 
and also provides more skin Oneither sideof the 
with?! which may. be stretched 

'I_n_rjigs_,v9'and l0, Lhaveillustrated a modi?ed 
form, ‘of; the. invention which allows traction 
to' be applied, closer. to. the edge of.’ the wound 
apdwhich also permits greater traction to be 

‘ ‘ ~ed, ' The principle difference; between this 
dre ing and; that of they other ?guresis in the 
pro sion-of a, downwardly, and inwardly extend 
mg, nortiontll whichextends at substantially the 
same",anglelasthepart [land is, provided with 
pointson spicules . l 85 . Thusthe, elements which 
are.,'secured to thefinelas'tic parts of. they com 
positastriphre,each provided with two sets of 
skin'enge'ging DQintSQQneset oyfwhichis the same 

‘e; ngembodiment, the‘ other set 
" . 1a inwardly. Sewn, therefrom. and 
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adaptedtoi engage with tneaski‘n close to theedge 
of the wound, 
Thus substantially twice as much adhesion‘ 

may be realized, and! traction may be applied 
very close to the edge of the wound which affords 
a still. greater amount of skin that may be 
stretched. 

In some cases, it may also be desirable-to con 
struct a dressing similar to that shown in Figs. 
9 and‘ 10- but with the outer set of spicules l-8i and 
the supporting portions‘ l6-I ‘I: removed and only 
the portion 46 with the spicules 18" remaining. 
It will be seen, however, that in this case it is 
most desirable to have additional means to hold 
the end’ of the metal member having the sharp 
projections from tilting, asin this structure, the 
tendencywould-befor the spicules- |8-' to act; as a 
fulcrum about which the portion 4i!- could re 
volve, and the dressing would‘ thus be pulled'out 
of engagement. 

It will alsobe seen that more than one dressing‘ 
may be used if desired and in such a manner as 
to place greater traction in one area than an 
other, and that it is possible to use thesedress 
ings in such a manner that the elastic portions 
cross each other if desired, thus putting traction 
on wounds from different directions. ’ 
Having thus described my invention, 1 am 

aware that numerous. and- extensive departures 
may be made therefrom without departing from 
the spirit or scope of my invention. 

I claim: 
1. A dressing comprising a‘ mid-‘portion of‘1a 

material having a high elasticity, end port-ions 
extending from vsaidielastic mid portion and com 
prising a stiffening material to which said elastic 
portion is secured to hold‘ said elastic material 
against stretching and provide relatively stiif end 
portions, means vfor attaching'said dressingjto 
the body of a patient comprising'metal- skin: grip 
ping members, said stiffened portion extending 
beyond said metal‘portions to provide tabsjto 
facilitatemanipulation of: the dressing'when at 
taching‘or removing the same‘from the patient’s 
body. 

2. A dressing comprising a mid, portion of‘ a 
material having a high elasticity, end,v portions 
extending from said elastic mid portion andcom 
prising’ a stiffeningvmaterial to which said elastic 
portion is secured to hold‘said elastic material 
against stretching and provide relatively sti?‘end 
portions, means for attaching said dressingtoa 
patient’s body comprising metal skin gripping 
members and means for, securing said‘ stiffened 
portion and said gripping members together, said 
stiffened portion extending beyond‘ said metal 
portions to provide tabs to facilitate manipulation 
of, the dressing when attaching or removinggthe 
same from the body of a patient. 

3. A dressing of theclass described comprising 
a resilient body portionand end portions ofrela 
tively noneresilient material extending therefrom, 
means toattach said dressing to the. body of .a 
patient with the- resilient. portion over. a. wound 
comprising metal skin engagingmembershaving 
portions, for, engagement with theskin on opposite 
sides, of they wound and spaceditherefrom, means 
to attachsaid members to thesaidnon-resilient 
portions, and means.fonmanipulating saiddresse 
ing comprising ends of said non-resilient-portions 
extending. clear- of said. metal~ skin engaging 
members. 

4. A dressing comprising: means. to-exertgtrace 
tion on apatient’s body includingganelastio pon 
tien oi erubberlorthe like, end: pprtionsextendme. 
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from said resilient portion including means to 
stiffen the end portions and hold said end por 
tions against stretching, means for securing said 
dressing to a patient’s body by engagement with 
the healthy portions of said body comprising metal 
members provided with sharpened projections 
adapted to engage with said body and means for 
securing said members to said stiffened portions, 
said stiffened portions extending beyond said 
metal portions to provide convenient means for 
manipulating the dressing for attachment or 
detachment. 

5. A dressing comprising means to exert trac 
tion on a patient’s body including an elastic por 
tion of rubber or the like, end portions extending 
from said resilient portion including means to 
stiii’en the end portions and hold said end portions 
against stretching, means for securing said dress 
ing to patient’s body by engagement with the 
healthy portions of said patient’s body comprising 
metal members provided with sharpened projec 
tions adapted to engage with the patient’s body 
and means for securing said members to said 
stiffened portions, said sti?ened portions extend 
ing beyond said metal portions to provide conven 
ient means for manipulating the dressing for 
attachment or detachment and having a rough 
ened surface providing a friction surface for 
engagement with the ?ngers or a manipulating 
tool. 

6. A dressing comprising an elastic portion, 
members for attaching said dressing to a patient’s 
body comprising metal members secured to said 
dressing at spaced apart points and each having 
downward curved parts and the ends provided 
with sharpened points adapted to penetrate into 
the skin of the patient. 

7. A dressing comprising an elastic portion, 
body attaching members for said dressing com 
prising metal members secured to said dressing 
at spaced apart points and each having a down 
ward curved portion and the edge provided with 
sharpened points disposed at spaced intervals 
along the edge extending from the edge toward 
the mid portion of the dressing and adapted to 
penetrate into the skin of the patient. 

8. A dressing comprising an elastic mid por 
tion and members for attaching the dressing to 
the body of a patient each comprising a portion 
adapted to be secured to said elastic portion and 
having a longitudinally curved portion curving 
downward away from said elastic portion and 
terminating in a portion extending at an angle 
toward the center of the dressing and away there 
from and a second portion spaced inwardly from 
said ?rst portion and extending at an angle away ‘ 
from said elastic portion but toward the center 
line of said dressing each of said portions having 
a plurality of spaced projections on its edge 
adapted to penetrate the skin of the patient to 
provide a plurality of spaced traction engaging 
parts on each side of a wound. 

9. A dressing comprising an elastic mid por 
tion and non-elastic end portions, members for 
attaching the dressing to the body of a patient 
each comprising a. flat metal body portion and 
means for securing said metal body portions to 
said non-elastic portion, each of said metal body 
portions having a longitudinally curved portion 
curving away from said non-resilient portion and 
a portion extending toward the center of the 
dressing having a row of sharp points for engage 
ment with the skin disposed along its edge, said 
dressing adapted to be applied to a patient’s body 
by stretching the same and applying to the body, 
vthe resiliency of the mid portion causing said 
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points to penetrate the skin after the dressing 
is in position, said non-resilient portions extend 
ing beyond said metal portions to provide tabs to 
facilitate manipulation of the dressing. 

ii). A dressing including a traction exerting 
member having an elastic mid portion of rubber 
or like material adapted to be stretched and hav 
ing characteristics which cause it to tend to re 
turn to its original form when the stretching 
power is removed, end portions for said member 
comprising fabric joined to said members 0n the 
upper surface thereof and reinforcing said mem 
her in its opposite end zones and holding the 
end portions against stretching, means to secure 
said dressing to a patient comprising metal mem 
bers secured to said reinforced end zones adjacent 
said mid portions and having a portion at the 
edge most remote from said mid portion extend 
ing in the general direction toward said mid 
portion provided with sharpened projections for 
engagement with the skin. 

11. A surgical dressing comprising an elastic 
body member of rubber or like material having 
an intermediate zone of high elasticity and op 
posite end zones each having means for rendering 
said end portions inelastic, comprising fabric, 
having inte Juices, secured to one surface thereof 
with said body having portions extending into the 
interstices of the fabric, means for securing said 
dressing to the body of a patient comprising thin 
sheet metal members each including a substan 
tially hat body portion adapted to lie ?at against 
the under of said end zone and a metal clamp 
member extending across said end zone on the 
other side thereof having portions bent over the 
sides of said metal member and against the bot 
tom face thereof to securely clamp the corre 
sponding member to the corresponding end zone, 
the corresponding members each having a portion 
beyond said clamp curved downward away from 
said end zone and extending backward toward 
said intermediate portion, the edge of each mem 
her being provided with a plurality of spaced 
sharp projections adapted for engagement in the 
skin of the patient, and said end portions of said 
body member extending beyond said securing 
members to provide tabs adapted to be grasped 
to facilitate application and removal of the 
dressing. 

12. A dressing comprising an elastic mid por 
tion and no~n~elastic end portions, members for 
attaching the dressing to the body of a patient 
each comprising flat metal body portion and 
metal clamps for clamping each of said metal 
portions to said non~elastic portion, each of said 
metal portions having a. longitudinally curved 
part curving away from said non-resilient por 
tion and a backwardly extending portion having a 
plurality of sharp points for engagement with 
the skin, said dressing adapted to be applied to 
the body of a patient by stretching the same and 
applying to the patient’s body, the resiliency of 
the portion causing said points to remain in 
the skin after the dressing is in position. 

13. A surgical dressing comprising an elastic 
body member of rubber or like material having 
an intermediate zone of high elasticity and op 
posite end zones each having means for render 
ing said end portions inelastic comprising fabric, 
said elastic body member having portions extend 
ing into the interstices of the fabric, means for 
securing said dressing to the body of a patient 
comprising thin sheet metal members each re— 
spectively including a substantially ?at body por 
tion adapted to lie, respectively ?at against the 
under side of the respective one of said end zones, 
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and respective metal clamp members extending REFERENCES CITED 
across respective end zones on the other sides - - 
thereof having portions bent over the sides of ?llenéef vgaxlltgerfsferences are of record m the 
said metal members and against the respective ' 
bottom faces of said metal members to securely 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS 
clamp said members to said end zones, said mem- Number Name Date 
bers each having a portion beyond the clamp as- 363,538 Penny ____________ __ May 24 1887 
sociated therewith and extending backward to- 1 620,162 Martin __________ __ Man 18’ 1927 
Ward said intermediate portion, the edge of each 2:012 755 De Mum _________ __ Aug 27’ 1935 
member being provided with a plurality of sharp 10 2325006 Laub _____________ __ NW 26’ 1940 
projections adapted for engagement in the skin 2,399’545 Davis ____________ __ Apr_ 30’ 1946 
of the patient, and said end portions of said body ’ 
member extending beyond said securing mem- FOREIGN PATENTS 
bers to provide tabs adapted to be grasped to Number Country Date 
facilitate application and removal of the dressing. 15 608,605 Germany _________ __ Jan. 23) 1935 

WILLIAM JAMES GARDNER. 


