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1 
This invention relates to, and it is an object 

to provide, a unique straining and pouring attach 
ment for cans containing a liquid; the attach 
ment being especially designed for paint cans. 
. ‘ vAn additional object is to provide a pouring 
attachment, for paint cans, which is operative to 
prevent loss of paint from the can, as well as access 
bf paint, when poured, to the lid engaging por 
tions of the can at the top. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

:_a straining and pouring attachment, for paint 
‘cans, which comprises, in initially separate rela 
tion, a pouring spout unit and a straining screen 
junit. Such units are arranged so that they may 
'be applied to a paint can either separately for 
independent pouring or straining operations, or 
may be ‘applied to the can jointly to accomplish 
straining and pouring at the same time. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

straining and pouring attachment, as above, 
which includes a pair of segmental members 
adapted to frictionally engage in the annular 
channel of the lid engaging portion of the can, a 
circular straining screen secured to one segmental 
member in covering relation to the open end of ' 
the can, and a pouring spout secured to the other 
segmental member and projecting outwardly 
therefrom. 
A further object of the invention is to produce 

a simple and inexpensive device, and yet one 
which will be exceedingly effective for the purpose 
for which it is designed. 
These objects I accomplish by means of such 

structure and relative arrangement of parts as 
will fully appear by a perusal of the following 
speci?cation and claim. 
In the drawings similar characters of reference 

indicate corresponding parts in the several views: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the pouring 

unit, detached. 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the straining 

unit, detached. 
Figure 3 is a sectional elevation of the pouring 

unit, as mounted on an open top can. 
Figure 4 is a plan view of the pouring unit, as 

mounted on an open top can. 
Figure 5 is a sectional elevation of the pouring 

unit and straining unit as mounted, in coopera 
tive relation, on an open top can. 

Figure 6 is ‘a sectional elevation of the straining 
unit as mounted alone on an open top can and 
in inverted position for straining of liquid poured 
into said can. 
Referring now more particularly to the char 

acters of reference on the drawings, the improved 
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2 
straining and pouring attachment for open top 
cans, such as paint cans, comprises a pouring unit, 
indicated generally at i, and a straining unit, 
indicated generally at 2. 
The pouring unit includes an varcuate member 

‘3 formed to frictionally engage in supported rela 
tion in the annular trough 4 which paint cans 
or the like commonly include at the top for recep 
tion of the lid, the can being indicated at 5. The 
trough 4 forms an annular channel 6, and at its 
inner and upper edge thereof said trough includes 
an annular head 1. 
The member 3 is ?xed at the top with a rela 

tively wide pouring spout 8 which extends at an 
upward and outward incline; said spout including 
de?ector or side wings 9. 
The spout 8 is of lesser circumferential extent 

than the member 3 and is ?xed to the latter in 
symmetrical relation thereto adjacent but short 
of the inner end of said spout. The inner end 
portion of spout 8 is formed as a full-width in 
wardly and downwardly curving lip H) which 
closely overhangs the adjacent portion of the 
bead ‘I in matching and engaging relation thereto. 
This lip l0 prevents the liquid contents of the 
can 5, such as paint, from gaining access into 
the annular channel 6 when the paint is being 
poured from can 5 and through spout 8. It will 
be seen that with a pouring spout constructed 
as above described, paint from the can 5 can be 
poured out of said can without spilling or loss, 
which is very desirable. 

If it is desired to strain the paint at the same 
time that it is being poured, the straining unit, 
as shown detached in Fig. 2, is employed, and 
which straining unit is constructed as follows: 
Another arcuate member H is adapted to fric 

tionally seat in the trough 4 on the side of the 
can opposite the spout 8; the member ll being 
of a circumferential extent to form with the 
member 3 a full-circle assembly. A circular con 
cavo-convexo screen strainer l2 which includes 
a border frame I3 is ?xed to the member II in 
termediate the upper and lower edges thereof, 
whereby when the member II is in position in 
the trough 4, the circular screen [2 fully covers 
the open end of the can, as shown in Fig. 5, 
so that paint from the can must ?rst pass through 
the screen before reaching the spout 8. 
When the screening unit 2 is employed in con 

nection with the pouring unit I, as above, the 
circular screen [2 is disposed with its convex 
side uppermost, as illustrated in Fig. 5, and at 
which time the portion of said screen adjacent 
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the lip l0 seats on top of the latter in symmetrical 
relation. 

If it is desired to strain paint to be poured 
back into the can the screen I2 is inverted and 
disposed in covering relation to the open end of 
the can with the concave side of said screen 
uppermost, as shown in Fig. 6. In this position 
the border frame l3 of the screen l2 seats in ' 
matching relation on top of the annular bead ‘I 
of trough 4. The screen may be mounted on the 
can in the above inverted position for the reason 
that the member H is of substantial height and 
as the screen is secured thereto intermediate its 
edges, either edge portion of said ring ll may be 
seated in the trough 4. 
While the pouring unit and straining unit 2 

are here shown as including arcuate members 
3 and II, which are formed to engage in the an 
nular trough 4 of the can, it will be recognized 
that if the can is of the type which includes an 
annular upstanding ring in place of the trough 
l, the members 3 and l I will be formed as segmen 
tal downwardly facing channels to cooperate with 
said can ring. 
From the foregoing description it will be readily 

seen that there has been produced such a device 
as substantially ful?lls the objects of the inven 
tion as set forth herein. 
While this speci?cation sets forth in detail the 

present and preferred construction of the de 
vice, still in practice such deviations from such 
detail may be resorted to as do not form a depar 
ture from the spirit of the invention, as de?ned 
by the appended claim. 
Having thus described the invention, the fol 

lowing is claimed as new and useful and upon 
which Letters Patent are desired: 

In combination with a can which includes a 
circular opening in its top and a channel formed 
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in the top adjacent the opening, a pair of arcuate 
members, each member engaging in a portion of 
the channel to hold the members in position when 
the can is inverted, such members being of a 
size to complement each other to form a sub~ 
stantially full circle ring about the channel 
whereby to hold each member against displace~ 
ment with respect to its ?xed position in the 
channel, a spout ?xed to one member, a lip on! 
the spout projecting inwardly of the said one! 
member and overhanging the adjacent inner edge ' 
of the circular opening of the can, and a strainer 
?xed on the other member, such strainer includ 
ing a portion symmetrically ?tting between the 
sides of the spout and overhanging and resting 
on the lip of the spout. 

FRANK BARTELS. 
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