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1 
The present invention relates to handbag lin 

ings in general and particularly to an improved 
lining for handbags in which the multitudinous 
objects which normally ñnd their way into a 
woman’s handbag can be properly positioned 
and retained without distorting the shape of the 
bag. More speciñcally the invention comprises 
a lady’s handbag which incorporates a self-sup 
porting lining including individual slide-fas 
tener-closed pockets in which the various femi 
nine accessories may be positioned and positively 
retained against accidental displacement. 
The interior of the usual lady’s handbag usu 

ally comprises a dismaying conglomeration of 
articles of feminine equipment. These may com 
prise compacts, combs, powder boxes, cigarettes, 
billfolds, check books, keys, coin purse, address 
book, and numberless incidental objects varying 
'with the individual. This accumulation is usu 
ally found in one heterogeneous pile in the bot 
tom of the bag and when the owner desires to 
ñnd a particular object it is necessary to search 
through the entire pile in order to ñnd the ob 
ject desired, the inherent characteristic of in 
animate objects being such that the desired ob 
ject is usually at the bottom. 
The type of objects placed in the bag varies 

with the individual, sometimes being relatively 
light and sometimes relatively heavy. They are, 
usually without exception, intermingled unse 
lectively and human experience teaches that it 
is necessary to search for the change purse, or 
the compact, or the cigarettes at a time when 
the resultant delay will inconvenience the 
planned activities of others than the owner her 
self. Boarding a Streetcar, attempting to buy a 
ticket in a theatre line, or seeking to pay the 
cashier in a food mart, are typical examples and 
practically without fail results in a delaying ac 
tion not only to the owner but also to those Wait 
ing in the line behind her. 
With an appreciation of the inherent defects 

and shortcomings of the devices of the prior art, 
it is an object of the present invention to provide 
a new and improved handbag. 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide a new and improved lining for handbags. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved lining for ladies’ handbags in which 
individual pockets are provided for the various 
feminine accessories. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a lining for ladies’ handbags in which a 
plurality of individual closed pockets are mount 
ed upon a self-supporting lining in order that 
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2 
the various supported objects may be main 
tained in position to leave unencumbered the cen 
tral portion of the bag. 

'I'hese and other more specific objects will 
appear upon reading the following specification 
and claims and upon considering in connection 
therewith the attached drawings to which they 
relate. 

Referring now to the drawings in which a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention is illus 
trated: 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a bag lin 

ing constructed in accordance with the pres 
ent invention, certain parts being broken away; 
Figure 2 is a partial transverse horizontal sec 

tion upon the line 2-2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a vertical section upon the line 

3-3 of Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a side View of the lining looking in 

the direction of the arrows upon the line 4-4 
of Figure 3; and 
Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4 illus 

trating the opposite side of the lining. 
The lining constructed in accordance with the 

present invention is illustrated in the drawing, 
being indicated generally by the reference char 
acter Il, and the bag within which it is posi 
tioned, and which may be of any preferred de 
sign and material, is indicated generally by the 
reference character I2. The exact shapes of the 
bag and the lining are not important so long as 
the lining is adapted to ñt into the bag and to 
be suitably secured therein as by tacking. Usu 
ally the bag itself is relatively ñeXible, its pri 
mary purpose being decorative, while the lining 
provides the functionally operative and useful 
part of the bag. In accordance with the pre 
ierred embodiment of the invention illustrated 
the bag is generally rectangular in shape and the 
lining is generally the same but of lesser dimen 
sions so that it may fit therein. 
Lining I I comprises tWo apposed sides or faces 

I3 and III similarly shaped and preferably mov 
ably secured together around their peripheral 
edge upon all but one side by a gusset I6. Each 
side member is formed of a material which pref 
erably has considerable natural strength as to 
maintain a given initial shape and configura 
tion. As illustrated in Figures 2 and 3, each side 
is formed of a central filler element I'I which 
may be of cardboard, nbre board or similar rel 
atively strong shape-maintaining material, over 
laid upon its inner and outer surfaces with fab 
ric covering, indicated at I8 and I9. 
Upon the inner faces of each of side walls I3 
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and I4 are positioned open-topped pockets 2| 
which may be formed of fabric sewed to the sup 
porting side wall. Cooperating quick-closing 
slide fasteners comprising interlocking elements 
upon the wall and the pocket and a manually 
movable element, indicated generally at 22 and 
23, respectively, close the top of each pocket and 
provide means by which the contents thereof 
can be positively secured in place against acci~ 
dental dislocation. These pockets 2l are pref 
erably of diiîerent sizes, some being relatively 
wide, as indicated by the end pocket in Figures 
4 and 5, while others are narrower, as indicated 
by the central pocket. If preferred, one 4of the 
pockets may be unprovided with closure means 
and so provide a seat for a cigarette package from 
Which cigarettes may be removed as desired. 
Each pocket has on its outer face a label 24 upon 
which are found words indicating the contents. 
In the illustrated form in the drawings there are 
individual pockets for “Compact,” “Comb,” 
“Make-up,” “Cigarettes,” “Billfold” “Address 
book,” “Keys” and “Coin purse.” These various 
objects upon being positioned within their re 
spective pockets as indicated by the labels are 
retained against accidental displacement by the 
closing of the slide fastener. 
Along the top edges of the side walls I3 and i4 

cooperating slide fastener elements 27 are secured 
which are adapted to be engaged and released 
manually by the user-operated element 28. As 
is illustrated most clearly in Figures 1 and 3, the 
operation of the latter makes possible the coin 
plete sealing of the interior of the lining and 
so the bag’s interior as deñned thereby. 
In the use of a bag constructed in accordance 

with the present invention upon desiring to ñnd 
a particular article the user would move the re 
leasing element 28 so as to disengage the co 
operating fastener eleinents El'. Thereupon ad 
mission is gained to the interior of the bag, as 
deiined by the side walls I3 and i4. In the event 
that keys are desired the release element 23 is 
moved so as to disengage the fastening elements 
22 upon the pocket marked “Keys” and there~ 
upon the keys can be removed. The other stored 
elements remain within their closed pockets. It 
is to be noted that the various pockets are spaced 
above the lower portions of the side walls i3 and 
I4 and, accordingly, a storage space is available 
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therebelow for incidental objects which inevitably 
the feminine owner will desire to carry, such as 
liandkerchiefs. As to the large mass of u 
items, however, they will be positioned wi. ...i 
their pockets and suitably retained. 

While the particular construction ‘nere-in sh and described in detail is fully capable of att 

ing the objects and providing the advantages 
hereinbefore stated, it is to be understood 
it is merely illustrative of the pres 
embodiment of the invention and that f 
tions are intended as to the details of ` 
tion or design herein shown except a 
in the appended claim. 

I claim: 
In a handbag or the like, a self-supporting lin 

ing comprising a pair of similar apposed rigid walls connected around three sides by a gus 

set of flexible material to enable said walls to 
vary their relative angular relationship within 
narrow limits, a plurality of adjacent pockets of 
flexible material each lixedly secured around 
three sides to one of said walls, said pockets 
opening toward the sides of said walls uncon 
nected by a gusset, certain of the openings of 
said pockets being in alignment and relatively 
near the side which they face and each being 
provided with slide fastener closing means in 
cluding in each instance a part carried by the 
pocket and a part carried by the adjacent Wall, 
and slide fastener closing means along the side of 
said walls unconnected by said gusset. 
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