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1 
This invention relates to an electrical recep 

tacle. 
The principal object of the invention is the 

provision of a circular electrical outlet receptacle 
adapted to be positioned about a supporting ob 
ject such as the trunk of a Christmas tree. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a two-part, circular electrical outlet 
adapted to retain itself in engaged relation about 
a supporting object and provided with a plu 
rality of electrical outlets. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a circular electrical outlet compris 
ing a simple assembly of identically formed body 
parts holding and spacing a pair of current con 
ductors in operative relation, and providing means 
for access to the said conductors as by the con 
nection plug of an electrical appliance. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a circular electrical outlet including 
means facilitating electrical energization of the 
conductors formed therein. 
The circular electrical outlet shown and de 

scribed herein has been devised to form a more 
e?icient means of supplying electrical energy to 
a multiplicity of individual circuits such as can 
be employed in connection with decorative illu 
mination of a Christmas tree. 

It is known that electric lights are common 
ly used for decorative purposes on Christmas 
trees and that of necessity a considerable num 
ber of pairs of conductors must be connected 
to a single source of electric energy such as a con 
ventional electrical outlet on the wall of a room 
in which the Christmas tree is located. 
The present invention relates to a device which 

will facilitate this connection of the various light 
ing circuits employed on the tree and will also 
facilitate the placement of a plurality of indi 
vidual electric lights, each of which has a pair of 
conductors leading to a current source. The de 
vice is formed of two parts which are easily as— 
sembled about the trunk of the Christmas tree. 
In assembled position the device completes the 
electrical circuit through the conductors in the 
circular electrical outlet,’ and at the same time 
holds the device in electrical position and there 
by in self-supporting position on the Christmas 
tree. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 
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2 
which will appear as the description proceeds, the 
invention resides in the combination and ar 
rangement of parts and in the details of con 
struction hereinafter described and claimed, it 
being understood that changes in the precise em 
bodiment of the invention herein disclosed can 
be made within the scope of what is claimed 
without departing from the spirit of the invention. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing drawing, wherein: 
Figure l is a top plan view of the circular elec 

trical outlet. 
Figure 2 is a cross sectional elevation taken 

on line 2—2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a cross sectional elevation taken 

on line 3—3 of Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a cross sectional elevation taken , 

on line é—4 of Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is a cross sectional elevation taken on 

line 5-5 of Figure 1. 
By referring to the drawings and Figure 1 in 

particular, it will be seen that a circular electrical 
outlet has been disclosed which takes the form 
of two half-circular body members l0 and ll, re 
spectively, and each of which body members I0 
and H comprises a two-part subassembly as 
shown in the cross sectional views comprising 
Figures 3, 4 and 5 of the drawings. In these fig 
ures, the top portion of the subassembly is indi 
cated by the numeral WA and the bottom por 
tion by the numeral MB. 

_In Figure 1 of the drawings, the circular elec 
trical outlet is shown with the two half-circular 
sections thereof in disengaged relation. The left 
hand portion of the uppermost half is shown 
broken away to more clearly illustrate the upper 
most surface of the lower portion IBB of the sub 
assembly forming the portion In of the circular 
electrical outlet, and to illustrate the formation 
therein of a pair of channels 12 and l3. 
Positioned in the channels 12 and I3 are a pair 

of conductors l4 and [5 which take the form of 
metallic strips positioned on their edges in the 
channels l2 and I3 and retained in that position 
by the application of the upper half "IA of the 
subassembly. 
At intervals along the metallic conductors l4 

and I5 loop portions l6 and I‘! have been added 
as by spot welding the same to the conductors 
l4 and 15. The loop portions It and 11, as illus 
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trated in cross section in Figure 2 of the draw 
ings, in conjunction with the conductors l4 and 
#5 form sockets properly shaped for the recep 
tion of the prongs of a conventional electrical 
connection plug such as is commonly employed 
on extension cords and electric appliances and 
the like. 
In order that prongs of such a plug may reach 

the current carrying conductors l4 and i5 and 
register between the same and the loops l6 and ‘ 
l7 formed thereon, a plurality of pairs of radially 
spaced openings 98 and 19 are formed in both 
portions MA and I013 of the subassembly making 
up each of the halves l0 and H of the circular 
electrical'outletz This.‘ construction is best‘. shown 
in cross sectional view-‘comprising Figure 4 of the 
drawings. It will be observed that electrical con 
nection prongs can be inserted into the circular-LP 
electrical outlet from either the top. or the bot 
tom, as desired. 
The subassembly portions IDA and, lOBJareQ 

assembled with respect to one another by means 
of a plurality of rivets 20 or-"anyromparable ‘ 
fastening means which pass through (the two 
portions “IA and 10B and therefore hold the 
assembly in ,assembledposition. .A cross sectional 
detail ofloneof therivets '2ll‘is illustrated in - 
Figure 3 ofthe drawings and its relation to the 
conductors M-and 15in the channels l2 and i3 ' 
is shown. 

7 3 
Inprderthat the, circular electrical outlet may . 

be energized, means for engaging a conventional 
electricaloutletis incorporated and‘,v as shown in 
Figures 11 and 5.of the-drawings, consists of a pair 
of depending prongs 2| whichare spot welded 01' ‘ 
otherwisea?‘ixedto theelectrical conductors l4 
and I 5 and extend downwardly‘ through thesub 
assembly. [DB-by wayaofla pair‘ of openings22“ 
formed therein. It will be observedrthat the sub-l 
assemblyrl?A-tis ‘provided. with a pair .of channels 
HA and |3A which registen with the channels. 
l2 ,and' 13 -formed in .the. suba'ssembly' 50B; .. To 

u 05 

gether these channels l2 and 12A and: ‘I3 andl3A>~ 
form convenient and practical means of position 
ing the conductors l4 and I5. 
In order. that,‘ the, two ‘half - portions , l 0 ‘and, ‘I -l 

in. O! 

of the- circular - electrical-outlet, may be positioned, .. 
together, as in ilocating:theecircular electrical ‘ 
outlet labout thetrunkof-a Christmas tree,.-op-; 
positelydisposed- prong;and'socketmembers have > ' 

been formed-oneachiof the end-sectionsofieachw 
of the portions 10 and, H of the-‘circular electrical :i 
outlet. These constructionsrarecbest shown-oint 
Figure 1‘ ofthe drawings. < 
By‘again referringito Figure -1 of the drawings-w 

it will be seen that a prongw23»is a?lxed'iasby 
spot-welding-or otherwiserto one-end of the-con‘ 
ductor- l4 ‘and that“ it has ran-.‘areal-of ‘enlarged ' 
diameterpas indicatedrbytheenumeral 24;‘form‘ed ‘ 
thereon which registers with o?set portions1 25 60 
formed :on the channel :1 2.< iThei opposite’ end ‘of- ‘ 
thetconducton-rl 4‘ is providediwith a: tubular ‘socket ; - 
26awhich is spot .weldedvor otherwise =~af?xed:to ' 
the-conductor :M and it hasianfarearofr enlarged" 
diameter 27‘ formed .vthereaboutj- which‘ registersv 
with o?setsZB formed in-t'he'channel ] 2 whichzare 

referred to.-‘>.:~The~socket 26.,is also‘ provided. t-with~= 
anareanf reduceddiameten'ZQ which-is adapted“ 
to create a" spring-like-vtensionronethe-- connection.» 
prong inserted thereinto. In this connection .it 
will, be-seenIthat the-connection prong: 23 .is pro 

70 

vided ewith~ an-iarea; 20f , reducedediameteri 30 so a that-lit =will~snap intosipositioni-inr-the socket-in 

which! it, is placed-andzbe held thereby-,zthus hold-,1}. 

ing the two halves l0 and l l of the circular elec 
trical outlet in assembled position about a sup 
port and at the same time establish electrical 
connection between the two halves of the device. 
The conductor i5 is provided with duplicate 

end constructions but in reversed relationship, 
a socket 3| being aflixed to the end of the metallic 
conductor l5 and adjacent the prong 23 and a 
prong 32 a?ixed to the other end of the con 
ductor t5 and positioned adjacent the socket 26. 
It will be noted that the description given re 
ferred to the uppermost half of the circular 
electrical outlet illustrated in Figure 1, a portion 
of which has been broken away so that its con 
struction may be more readily seen. 

It will be observed thatthe lower half of the 
circular electrical outlet is an exact duplicate 
in all respects with the exception that it is pro 
vided with the downwardly depending prongs 2| 
through which energization of the device is made. 
It isobvious that if desired these can also be in 
corporated in the lower half of the device rather 
than in the upper half, as shown. 

Itwill thus be seen that a simple and efficient 
circular electrical outlet has been disclosed which 
may be positioned about the trunk of a Christmas 
tree, snapped into assembled position and ener 
gized by connecting it to the end of a drop cord 
in a conventional manner. In such position it 
will provide a plurality of outlets into which 
Christmas tree lights may be pluggedeither 
singly or the Christmas tree light strings com 
monly used. 

It will be seenv that the construction results'in 
'_;the formation of- a circular electrical outlet 
which is energized when >it‘is ‘assembled and 
connected to a current source and that the means 
of connecting the halves in an electrical circuit 
is also the means for holding the device in as 
sembled relation‘ The component parts may be 
simply and economically formed as onemold will » 
su?ice for the formation of the four ‘bodysec 
tions comprising the two subassemblies 10A‘ and 
[030i each half II] and‘ H. The-conductors 
are of simply, easily formed construction'and 
are automatically retained in position in the 
device by the assembly of the same. 
Having thus described my invention, whatI 

claim is: 
1. A circular supporting multiple electrical out 

let comprising two half-circular body vmembers ‘ 
each formed of two half-circular sections secured ‘ 
together in oppositely disposedrelation, match 
ing grooves formed on the registering surfaces 
of the half-circular body sections'and» arcuate 
metallic conductors positioned in the said grooves, ~ 
and radially spaced pairs ‘of openings formed in 
each of the half-circular body members provid-' 
ing access-to the said conductors, prongs a?ixed 
on the ends of two of the conductors andv-pro- 
truding beyondthe half-circular-body members; 
and socket members formed on two of the'con-I 
ductors and within the half-circular body menial 
bers, the prongs and sockets’ adapted to register’ 
with one another, and‘ a pair of prongs, onei'atk' 
tached to each of the said ‘conductors, and ‘de 
pending below the said body members .to provide 
means for energizing the said conductors. 

2. A circular electrical outlet_ comprising‘ two 
;half-circular ‘bodies each'formed of two half 
circular body sectionsand means holding-.tha 
half-circular body sections. .together, radially 
spaced grooves iormedin eachof the‘opposing. . 
surfaces of the half-circular body sections andv ‘ 
metallic conductors positioned in said‘ grooves; 
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clips ailixed longitudinally to each of the said 
conductors at intervals along the lengths thereof, 
spaced pairs of openings formed in the body 
members in registry with the said clips, a pair 
of depending prongs a?ixed one to each of the 
said conductors and extending beyond the said 
bodies to provide means for connecting an elec 
trical circuit to the said conductors and prongs 
a?lxed on the ends of two of the conductors and 
extending beyond the ends of the half-circular 10 
bodies, and socket members formed on two of 
the conductors and positioned within the bodies, 
the prongs and the sockets adapted to register 
with one another and hold the half-circular 
bodies of the electrical outlet together. 

FRANK J. BARANY. 
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