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My invention relates to headgear for boxers. 
‘It is the object of my'invention to‘provide“ head 

gear in the form of a‘ shock insulated; helmet 
wherein, due to the construction, the ‘range of 
visionland the breathing‘of one wearin‘gfthe‘de 
vice, will not be restricted,‘ while at the same 
time complete protection is a?’orded; 

It is my object to provide ‘a light durable helmet 
wherein a spaced guard‘ plate having cut out 
areas protects the helmet from the shock, of 
blows from the glove ofv ‘an ‘adversary without 
impairing full vision and without a nose cover 
ing which makes breathing restricted. 
The principle of my proposed construction lies 

in the discovery of the possibility of using a semi 
rigid plate spaced from a padded helmet with 
slots provided in the plate which, though they 
allow freedom of vision and freedom of breathing, 
and protection for the nose, are not large enough 
to permit a clenched glove to penetrate the slot. 
It will be understood that a clenched glove has a 
certain contour and describes an arc of a certain 
curvature. By extending a slot in the spaced 
plate crosswise of the eyes and extending down 
like the base of a T, the eyes, nose and mouth 
of the wearer are protected. If the plate is placed 
sufficiently forward of where the face of a wearer 
is maintained in the helment, no blows can strike 
through the slot. Blows falling against the front 
panel will be dissipated throughout a broad range 
of the helmet. ‘ 

Thus boxing can become a sport indulged in 
more generally by the youth of the country with 
out the likelihood of broken noses, dis?gured lips 
and cauli?ower ears. I 

In my experience in physical training in a 
large military camp, boxing as an interesting 
sport, to be indulged in by many young men, has 
had a severe handicap in the reasonable likeli- 
hood of facial mutilation of the young men who 
would ordinarily enjoy this athletic activity. The 
blows of any young men of 19 or 20 are so powerful 
that beginners cannot safely participate in box 
ing practice because of the almost certainty of 
facial mutilation. So broadly it may be stated 
to be my object to provide headgear which will 
make boxing no more likely to result in facial 
injury than football, hockey or any of the other 
athletic contests in which there is bound to be 
bodily physical contact. 
The foregoing object, and other objects to be 

described, I accomplish by that certain combina 
tion and arrangement of parts of which I have 
illustrated a preferred embodiment. 
Referring to the drawings: 
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'Figure ‘1 is a side elevation of a preferred form‘ 
of headgear. _ “ . , ,. . 

FigurefZ is a front ‘elevation. ‘ 
Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view as ‘would 

appear along the lines 3—3 in Figure 2. ‘ " 
‘Figure 4 is atop plan view of the construction 

shown in the other‘?gures. . 
‘ First referring tothe helmet per se, an open 
topped, open bottomed, .padded‘head covering is 
provided‘ having vstraps "I secured at the sides 
in back with lacing 2' to draw the'helmet tightly 
about the head. ‘The outersurface 3 is covered 
with leather of semilsti? type like thatordinarily 
used on shoe uppers. The inner surface 4 of 
the helmet is covered with soft leather. Between 
the two surfaces padding 5 is retained. The pad 
ding is arranged in tufted cushioned layers around 
certain areas to protect the ears, forehead, cheeks 
and front of the chin. Thus the ear openings are 
shown at 6, protected by tufted layers of pad 
ding. The forehead portion 1 is protected by 
padding as are the cheek portions 8 and front 
chin portion 9. Small pads are arranged as 
shown at H! to protect the mouth from sideways 
blows. 
Underneath the pads for the front of the chin 

there is an auxiliary pad H and to be sure that 
the chin is held back, adjustment straps l2 which 
extend around the neck have snap fasteners. 
The straps are secured to the sides of the pad I l 
to draw the chin back. This gives protection 
against upper cuts and a wearer carelessly ex 
tending his chin., With the straps I2 in position, 
a boxer cannot stick his chin out. Use of'the 
device also trains the wearer to keep his chin 
down against his chest. 
Across the top opening in the helmet there are 

canvas straps l3 held together by a lacing l4. 
By lengthening the lacing the straps I3 will permit 
the helmet to be drawn further down on the head. 
Secured by stitching or lacing I5 extending in 

a curved are down around the sides of the face 
portion of the helmet, I have mounted a stiff 
moulded panel Hi. The panel is spaced in front 
so that a wearer's nose will not extend to the 
T-shaped slot H, which is provided. It will be 
noted that this T-shaped opening or slot allows 
ample clearance for vision. It also allows no re 
striction to breathing through the nose or mouth. 
The slot extends horizontally across the panel 
being 21/2 inches or less, wide across from edge 
to edge. The ‘slot where it extends down verti 
cally to provide clearance for air to the nose is 
about 11/2 inches wide. 
When a blow is struck against the front panel 
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the force of it is distributed throughout the en 
tire area where the lacing or stitching I5 is 
placed. t 

The front panel may be of stiff leather but 
preferably it is of leather backed up by molded 
plastic l8 or light weight metal. The front panel 
must be'su‘?iciently rigid not to yield to a blow 
from anopnonent’sglove and various.materialsv 
may be used tq?makei it su?iciently stiff andlre'm 
sistant. Further pads such as the‘pad‘ 19 maybe 
secured between the front panel and the outer-n 
surface of the helmet per se. ' 

Variations in the method of securing the 
panel or guard plate to the sidesof the helmet : 
will readily occur to those skilledji‘rrthelartn. Also’ ' 
the shape of the slot in the front of ‘the panel 
may be varied within wide ranges as long as it 

- does not allow enough of arriopening'fora-pore 
tion of an opponent's glove to penetrate “far; 
enough to cause the force of the blow to actually 
strike theface, nosarheeks, eyes or mouth of 
the wearer. 
Having thus described, my invention, ' what. I 

claim as new and‘ desire; to; secure by Letters 
Patent is: . U ' ’ 

L. Ahqxeli’sl'headgea'r.‘comprising a padded-shel 
met having an oval op‘eningrinfront forthe,‘ face,. 
a. panel. having.- a; T-"shaped unobstructed‘ 
trout-opening; seeuredi tothe helmet adjacent the 

of; theface v opening, and spaced, forwardly 
thereofuand meaasmmungl; part of the helmet 
independently for holding} back‘ the. 
cliilnlofr-aeweareliozf- théheadgean. , . ' 

4 
2. A boxer’s headgear comprising a padded hel 

met having an oval opening in front for the face, 
and a stiff panel having a T-shaped unobstructed 
front opening secured to the helmet adjacent the 
sides of the face opening and spaced forwardly 
thereof. 

3. A boxer’s headgear comprising a padded 
helmet. having, arr oval opening; in front, for the 
face and means forming part of the helmet in 
dependently ‘adjustable for holding back the chin 
or a wearer of the headgear. 
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