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l 
This invention relates to a concrete ̀ burial 

vault. ’ _ 

It has been a customary practice heretofore 
to deliver concrete burial vaults by truck to some 
convenient point in a cemetery, which is acces 
sible to the delivery truck, and then to transport 
the vault across the cemetery sod on rollers to 
a point adjacent the grave opening. This prac~ 
tice is objectionable _for a number of ,reasons and 
among these is the fact that the transpo‘rtatfon 
of such concrete burial vaults on rollers across 
the sod of a cemetery tends to cut furrows in the 
sod and thus mars the appearance of the ceme 
tery, especially when the ground is soft and wet, 
as in the spring of the year. Moreoven‘such 
concrete vaults are heavy objects and are diffi 
cult to move in the manner heretofore employed.. 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention 
is to provide a new and improved concrete burial 
vault which is so constructed and arranged that 
rubber tired wheels may readily be mounted 
thereon for transporting thek vault from the 
driveway or other point of discharge from the 
delivery truck in the cemetery to a point adjacent 
the grave opening in an easy and expeditious 
manner and without cutting furrows in the sod 
of the cemetery or otherwise marring thekapv 
pearance of the same. ` 

Another object of the invention is to construct 
the new concrete burial vault in such a manner 
that the rubber tired wheels maybe readily de 
tached from the burial vault at theV grave open 
ing. 
An additional object of the invention., is to 

provide the new concrete burial vault with a de 
tachable steering device by which the wheel» 
bearing vault may be readily steered and guided 
as it is transported across the sod of a cemetery 
from the point at which it is unloaded from the 
delivery truck to the grave opening. ' *_ 

Another object of the invention is to provide 
the new concrete burial vaultwith a novel device 
for detachably mounting the ' steering wheels, 
embodied in the steering apparatus, upon the 
body of the vault itself. ' ' ' ' 

Other and further objects of the present in 
vention will be apparent from the following de 
scription and claims and are` illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings which, by way of illus 
tration, show preferred embodiments of the in 
vention and the principles thereof and what I 
now consider to be the best modes inwhich I 
have contemplated applying' thosewprinciplesf. 
OtherÍ embodiments of the invention embody 
ing the same or equivalent principles'mayï'be 
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used and structural changes may be made as 
desired by those skilled in the art without depart 
ing from the present invention and the purview 
of the appended claims. . 
In the drawings, , 
Fig.»1 is a side elevational view of a concrete 

burial vault embodying a preferred form of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the new concrete 
burial vault as shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical sectional view 
on line 3_3 in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view 
on line 4-4 in Fig. 2 illustrating the mounting 
of the steering apparatus upon the body of the 
vault; and l 

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view illustrating a 
modified form of the invention. 
VA preferred embodiment of the new concrete 

burial vault is 'illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive, 
of the drawings, and is therein generally indi 
cated at I0. The new concrete burial vault I0 
comprises a body I'I, including side walls I2, a 
front wall I3, an end wall I4, and a bottom wall 
I5, the burial vault Ill being shown with the cover 
removed inasmuch as the cover of the vault does 
not form a part of the present invention and may 
be transported separately. 
The body II of the new concrete .burial vault ,I i? 

may be composed entirely of concrete, or it may 
be composed of an inner liner of asphalt inte 
grally bonded to an outer layer of concrete. 
In molding or otherwise forming the body Il 

of the new concrete burial vault II), I form in 
the bottom wall I5 thereof two4 horizontal exn 
tending and aligned shaft sockets or openings 
I6, which may be cylindrical in form',`> for the 
reception of wheel-bearing shafts il. As shown 
in the drawings the shaft openings I6 extend 
into the 'bottom wall I5 from opposite sides 
thereof. One such pair of shaft sockets or shaft 
openings I6 is located ata suitable point rear 
wardly of the center of gravity and rearwardly 
of the front to rear 'center of the body II of the 
vault, and another ‘pair of shaft openings or 
sockets I6 is provided forwardly of the center of 
gravity and forwardly of the front-to-rear cen 
ter of the body .II of the vault. The shaft sock 
ets or openings I6 may beformed in any suitable 
manner, during the operation of molding or oth 
erwise forming the new'burial vault, as by in 
serting greased dummy‘shafts or rods into the 
forms, at thek proper points, when pouring ory 
otherwise forming the ybottom wall I5 of the 
body of the vault, allowing' such dummy rods or 
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shafts to remain in position until the concrete 
has set, and then removing them from the bot 
tom wall I5 of the vault so as toleave the shaft 
openings or sockets I6. 
Each of the rear shaft openings or sockets i6 

is adapted to receive and house a cylindrical 
wheel-bearing shaft I'I on which a rubber tired 
wheel I9 ̀ is mounted, and each ,-of- the front shaft 
openings »or sockets ItA is adapted to receive and 
house a similar wheel-bearing shaft I'8 on which 
rubber tired wheels 20 are mounted. Hence, :it 
will be seen that the openings I6 provide bearing 
openings in which the wheel-bearing shafts I’I 
and I8 are rotatably but removablyjournaled, 
In order to steer and guide the .new concrete 

vault I0 upon its supporting wheels lgflandy 28, 
I provide a steering or guiding device which is 
generally indicated at 2i in the'drawings. As a 
part of the guiding or steering device 2| „Iform 
a shaft opening or socket 22 in the bottom wall 
I5 of the vault, during. the operation of molding 
or otherwise forming said bottom wall I5„ as ̀ by 
inserting a greased,dummy-shaftor rod therein 
during the molding operationr‘and removing the 
same from the bottom wall I5 4after rthe concrete 
is set, thus providing. theshaft socket or opening 
22. -As shown in FigsZand-fi, the shaft open-` 
ing or socket 22 is arranged substantially mid«` 
Way between the` sidewalls I2 ofthe vault.l and 
extends rearwardly from. thefrontwall. I3I.to a 
point immediately.'forwardlyof the shaft sockets 
or openings I6 for the .front „wheelfbearing 
shafts I8. ` 

The guiding orsteering device 2| includes. a 
shaft or rod'23, the rear endportion of which . 
projects into the socket or opening 22..'and the 
frontend portion of which extends forwardly 
of the'front wall I3 of they bodyIII ofthe burial 
vault, as shown. "The, guidingor steering device 
2| also includes a metal plate‘24 which includes a 
substantially triangular shaped front end portion 
25 and-a depressed or downwardly offset substan 
tially rectangular rear end portion 25. ` The sub 
stantially triangular front end portion25of‘ the 
plate' 24 is welded, as at'2'I, tothe shaft or rod 
23 and, as shown in the-drawings, the substantially 
rectangular rear endportion 26 ofthe plate 24 pro 
jects under the bottom-.wall I5 ofthe body II 
of the burial vault. An angularly extending 
shoulder portion ’28 vinterconnects the, substan 
tially triangular portion ’25 and the substantially 
rectangular portion 26 of'` theA plate,24 and when 
the platev 24 is in position of >use the shoulder 28 
abuts the corner formed‘by the`intersection of 
the front wall I3 and the .bottomwall I5 of the 
body II of the vault I 0». 
The steering or guiding device 2| .includes a 

` swivel stud or pin`29 whichis mountedin the 
plate 24, at the frontv ofthe substantially tri 
angularportion 25 thereof. . A disc.,.orv ring. 30..is 
swivelled on the stud or pini29, above lthe upper 
surface of the triangular shaped portion ..25 of 
the plate 24 and a key'3I extended through .an 
opening in the pin or stud 29'keeps these .parts 
in assembled relationship "(Fig. .4) . 
A shaft hanger .bracket 31 _is formed integral 

with the disc or ring 30 and this bracket 31em 
bodies a` pair of shaft hanger orbearing arms 
32. A shaft 33 is rotatably journaled in bearing 
openings providedin the shaft'hanger arms 32 
and a pair of rubber tired pony or guide Wheels; 3_4 
are .mounted on theshaft33. 
Thus it ̀ will ybe seen that the parts 29-30-,3Z~ 

` 33and the Wheels 34 provideaa `pony wheel steer 
. ing or guiding .devicewhichr is swivelly connected 
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to the triangular front portion 25 of the plate 
24 and that the plate 24 is free to rotate slightly 
relative to the body II of the vault due to the 
fact that the shaft or rod 23 to which the plate 
24 is fastened is journaled in the bearing opening 
22 formed in the bottom wall I5 of the body I I of 
the vault I0. 
To complete the steering -or guiding device 2I 

a handle bar or rod 35 is fastened at its lower 
end portion, as at 36, upon the bracket 31. 
In the use of the new concrete burial vault the 

wheels I9 and 20 may be installed in position of 
use either before or after the body II ofthe 
vault is mounted on the delivery truck for delivery 
to a cemetery and to a point therein as close as it 
4is possible to reach by delivery truck. This is 
accomplished by slipping the wheel-bearing 
shafts I'I and I8 into their respective bearing 
openings I6 in the bottom wall I5 of the body II 
of the vault, the weight of the body of the vault 
upon the wheels I9 and 20 maintaining the shafts 
I'I and I8 inthe bearing openings I6. 
The pony wheel guiding or steer-ing- deviceZI 

may be installed in position of use on the body II 
of the vault I0 by slipping the rear end portion of 
the shaft 23 into the-bearing socket or openingf22, 
which is formed in the bottom wall I5 »of the body 
I I of the vault, while at the same time projecting 
the substantially rectangular rear portion 2li-'of 
the plate 24 under the front end.` portion -of the 
bottom wall I5 of the body of the vault with the 
offset portion or shoulder 28 abuttingy the corner 
formed by the intersection of the bottom=wallv I5 
and front wall I3, as shown in Fig-4. 

After delivery to the cemetery the new concrete 
burial vault may be moved across the cemetery 
sod from the point of delivery to a point adjacent 
the grave opening bymanually pushing upon 
the body II of the vault. During this, movement 
the weight of the body II of the vault~will rest 
upon and will be distributed over the four rubber 
tired wheels I9 and 20 so that the sod of the 
cemetery will not be marred by furrows cut there 
in. During this operation the wheel-bearing 
body II of the concrete yburial vault » may »be 
guided by'means ofthe handle bar 35 and at 
tached pony truck 29-30-3I-32-34-31. As 
the body II -of the vault I0 «is thus moved across 
the cemetery from the point of delivery by truck 
to the grave opening the shaft 23y is allowed lim 
ited turning movement in its socket or opening 22 
as» the wheels I9 and 20 move over` irregularities 
in the ground or cemetery sod surface. 

After the body II of the new concrete burial 
vault has been delivered to a point adjacent the 
grave opening, the steering or guiding device 2I 
may be readily detached therefrom by simply 
pulling the rear end :portion of the shaft 23 out 
of its socket or opening` 22 in the. bottom wall I5 
of the lbody II of the vault HJ. Thefrontaand 
rear wheel-bearing shafts . I8 and . Il .and `the 
Wheels 20 and I 9, respectively, attached thereto 
may then be detached from» the body II of the 
vault I0 by raising4 the body II of the Vault 
slightly and pulling the wheel-bearing shafts ' I'I 
and I8 out of their respective sockets .or open 
ings I6, as indicated in dotted lines ̀ in Fig. 3. 
A modification ofthe invention isrillustrated 

in Fig. 5, and is therein generally indicatedl at 
Illa. This form of the invention is, in general, 

y similar tothe form, of the invention shown vin 
Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, and. differs therefrom only 
in the fact that only one pair of` supporting wheels 
I9a, is mounted upon the body-IIa ofthe vault, 
in this form of the invention, rather :thanistwo 
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pairs of the same, as in the form of the invention 
shown in the Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive. 
Hence in the form of the invention shown in 

Fig. 5, those parts thereof which are otherwise 
similar to parts embodied in the form of the in 
vention shown in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, have been 
given the same reference numerals, followed by 
the additional reference character “a.” 

It will thus be seen from the foregoing de 
scription, considered in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings, that the present inven 
tion provides a new and improved concrete burial 
vault having the desirable advantages and char 
acteristics, and accomplishing its intended ob 
jects, including those hereinbefore pointed out, 
and others which are inherent in the invention. 

I clair-3: 
1. A vehicle of' the character described, com 

prising, in combination, a concrete burial vault 
comprising a unitary concrete vault body includ 
ing side walls, a front wall, a rear wall and a 
bottom wall having two pairs of transversely ex 
tending bearing openings formed integrally in 
the concrete thereof, said transversely extending 
bearing openings extending inwardly in said bot 
tom wall at substantially right angles to the said 
side walls of said vault body, the said bottom wall 
of said vault body having an additional and longi 
tudinally extending bearing opening formed inte 
grally therein and said additional bearing opening 
extending rearwardly in the said bottom wall of 
said vault body from the said front wall thereof 
alc-ng a line approximately midway between and 
substantially parallel to the side walls of said 
vault body, said additional and longitudinally 
extending bearing opening in the said bottom 
wall of said vault body opening at its front end 
upon the front surface of the front wall of said 
vault body, each of said two pairs of said trans 
versely extending bearing openings having a 
wheel~bearing shaft removably journaled therein, 
said additional and longitudinally extending 
bearing opening having a supporting shaft re 
movably journaled therein, said burial vault body 
having a pony wheel steering device mounted on 
said supporting shaft, said pony wheel steering 
device including a plate member having a front 
end portion attached to the said supporting shaft 
and projecting forwardly of the front wall of the 
said vault body and having a pair of pony steering 
wheels swivellf,T mounted thereon, and the said 
plate member including a portion projecting 
under the bottom wall of the said burial vault 
body. 

2. A vehicle of the character described, com- t 
prising, in combination, a concrete burial vault 
comprising a unitary concrete vault body includ 
ing side walls, a front wall7 a rear wall and a 
bottom wall having transversely extending bear 
ing openings formed integrally in the concrete 
thereof, said transversely extending bearing open 
ings extending inwardly in said bottom wall at 
substantially right angles to the said side walls 
of said vault body, the said bottom -wall of said 
vault body having an additional and longitudi 
nally extending bearing opening formed inte~ 
grally therein and said additional and longitu 
dinally extending bearing opening extending 
rearwardly in the said bottom wall of said vault 
body from the said front wall thereof along a line 
approximately midway between and substantially 
parallel to the side walls of said vault body, said 
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additional and longitudinally extending bearing 
opening in the said bottom wall of said body 
opening at its front end upon the front surface 
of the front wall of said vault body, each of said 
transversely extending bearing openings having 
a wheel- bearing shaft removably journaled 
therein, said additional and longitudinally ex 
tending bearing opening having a supporting 
shaft removably journaled therein, said burial 
vault body having a pony wheel steering device 
mounted on said supporting shaft, said steering 
device including a plate member having a front 
end portion attached to said supporting shaft 
and projecting forwardly of the front wall of said 
vault body and having a pair of pony steering 
wheels swivellyT mounted thereon, and said plate 
member including a portion projecting under the 
bottom wall of the said burial vault body. 

3. A vehicle of the character defined in claim 2 
in which the said bottom wall of the said concrete 
vault body has a single pair of the said trans 
versely extending bearing openings formed 
therein and ~in which the said single pair of trans 
versely extending bearing openings are located 
rearwardly of the front to rear center of the said 
vault body. 

4. A vehicle of the character defined in claim 2 
in which the said plate member includes a main 
body extending in a substantially horizontal plane 
and in which the said portion of the said plate 
member which projects under the said bottom 
wall of the said vault body extends in a substan 
tially horizontal plane which is offset downwardly 
below the plane of the body of the said plate 
member and has the front portion of the bottom 
wall of the said vault body resting thereon, and 
in which the said plate member has a shoulder 
portion formed therein at and by the intersection 
of the said bo-dy of the said plate member and 
the said downwardly offset portion thereof, and 
in which the corner portion of the said vault 
body formed by the intersection of the said bottom 
wall and the said front wall of the said vault body 
bears against the said shoulder portion of the 
said plate member when the said vehicle is in use. 

WILBERT W. HAASE. 
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