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This invention relates to suitcases or other 
article carriers of the kind made of molded vul~ 
canized fiber or like material. The object of the 
present invention is to devise a neat and attrac 
tive, light-weight, dust-proof, flush-joint suit 
case of the above type that is of strong and 
durable and simple and economical construction. 
The invention consists in the suitcase and in the 
construction, combinations and arrangements of 
parts hereinafter described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, which form 

part of this specification and wherein like symbols 
refer to like parts wherever they occur, 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a suitcase embodying 
my invention, . 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of said suitcase, 
Fig. 3 is an end elevational view thereof, 
Fig. 4 is a vertical transverse sectional View on 

the line ¿l-ll in Fig. 2, 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical 

transverse sectional view on the line 5--5 in Fig. 2, 
Fig. 6 is a horizontal sectional view on the line 

6-6 in Fig. 5, 
Fig. '7 is a fragmentary side elevational view 

of one of the upper corner portions of the in# 
wardly offset rim of the body member of the 
suitcase; and 

Fig. 8 is a horizontal sectional view on the line 
8-8 in Fig. '7. 
In the accompanying drawings, my invention 

is shown embodied in a suitcase comprising a 
relatively deep body or main section A and a 
relatively shallow hinged cover section B, both 
made of sheets of vulcanized fiber or other mold 
able or bendable material. The body A comprises 
a bottom l, side walls 2 and end walls 3, the 
bottom and side walls being made from a single 
sheet or panel of ñber and the two end walls being 
made from separate fiber sheets or panels. The 
upper marginal portions of the side walls 2 and 
end walls 3 of the body A are offset inwardly to 
form a continuous inwardly offset rim 4 and a 
shoulder or ledge 5 along said walls of said body. 
The end walls 3 have inturned ñanges G along 
their lower and side edges that overlap and are 
stitched or otherwise permanently secured, as at 
l', to the outside faces of the bottom .I and the 
side walls 2, the ends of said flanges terminating 
substantially nush with the ledge or shoulder 
5 formed by the inwardly offset rim portion of 
the body. Additional fastening means in the 
form of rivets 'la may be employed to secure the 
upper ends of the flanges 6 to the side walls 2. 
The end walls 3 also have hollow beads or ribs 8 
on their outer faces that extend along the corners 

Vformed by the inturned iianges 6 and form 
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grooves or pockets on the inner faces of said 
end walls to receive the adjacent ends of the 
bottom l and side walls 2 of the body A. 
The cover B also comprises ̀ a top 9 and side 

walls Il! made from a single sheet or panel of 
fiber and end walls ll made from separate fiber 
sheets or panels. The end walls Il of the cover 
B, like the end walls 3 of the body A, also have 
inturned flanges l2 along their lower and side 
edges that overlap and are secured bystitches I3 
and rivets I3a to the top 9 and side walls Ill of 
said cover; and said end walls of said cover are 
also formed with hollow ribs or beads M forming 
pockets to receive the ends of said top and side 
walls of said cover. `The‘bottom I of the body A 
may be formed with longitudinal stiffening ribs 
l5 on the outer surface thereof. Similar ribs I6 
may be formed on the top 9 of the cover. The 
cover B is hingedly secured to one side wall 2 of 
the body A below the inwardly offset rim il thereof 
by means of suitable hinges I1; and suitable locks 
i8 are provided on the Opposite side wall of said 
cover ̀ and body for securing the cover in closed 
position, said last mentioned side of said body 
being also provided with a suitable carrying 
handle I9. In the closed position of the cover B 
the side and end walls thereof nt around the in 
_wardly offset rim 4 of the body A flush with the 
outside surface of said walls and seat on the ledge 
5 formed by` said rim. 
The'inwa'rdly offset rim forming portions of 

the side walls 2 of the body A are bent down 
wardly, as at 2U, on ythe inside thereof to provide 
hollow rim portions with rounded upper edges, 
thence laterally, as at 2|, |beneath the shoulders 
5, and thence downwardly, as at 22, along said 
side walls a suitable distance below said shoul 
ders, the downwardly extending portions 22 hav 
ing outstanding longitudinal ribs 23 on the eX 
posed sides thereof whose ends terminate short 
of the inturned flanges 6 of the end walls 3. The 
inwardly offset rim forming portions of the end 
walls 3 of the body A are also bent downwardly, 
as at 20a, on the inside thereof vto provide tubular 
rim portions with rounded top edges and are 
thence ‘bent laterally, as at fla, >beneath the 
shoulders or ledges 5. The inwardly offset tubu 
lar rim portion 4 of the body A is reinforced at 
each of its four corners preferably by means of a 
metal angle memlber 24 having its legs disposed 
within and riveted or otherwise Vpermanently se 
cured, as at 25, to the hollow rim forming portions 
of the side and end walls of said body. 
The side walls l0 of the cover B are bent up 
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wardly inside thereof to provide rounded lower 
edges and upstanding interior flanges 21 with in 
wardly curled upper edges. The end walls Il of 
the cover Bare also bent to provide rounded lower 
edges and upstanding interior flanges 21a. In 
the closed position of the cover B, the rounded 
lower edges of the side and end walls thereof seat 
on the ledges 5 at the base of the .inwardly offset 
rim portion '4 of the body A with the outside faces 
of said walls ilush with the outside faces of the 
corresponding walls of said body and with the up» 
turned ñanges 21 and 21a, bearing 'laterally 
against the outside face of said inwardly offset 
rim portion. 
The hereinbefore described suitcase `construc 

tion has several important advantages. It dis 
penses with the need for separate supporting 
frames for the body and cover and thus saves the 
cost of such frames and reduces the weight-of the 
suitcase. The cover seats in the inwardly offset 
rim portion of the body and provides a flush joint 
therebetween; and the upturned inner flanges of 
the cover bear resiliently against the outer side 
face of said rim portion and prevent entry o'f dust 
into the suitcase, and said 'flanges strengthen said 
cover and provide an lattractive rounded lower 
edge therefor. The two-ply tubular rim portion 
is vstrong 'and durable and vhas a thick rounded 
upper edge which gives it a ñnished appearance; 
and the ribbed skirt portions 22 of the ldown 
turned ‘margin of the rim> portion serve to rein 
force the side walls below said rim portion. The 
metal angles serve to protect 'and strengthen the 
inwardly offset rim portion of the body at the 
corners of the rim portion thereof; and the hollow 
beads ‘along the edges of theend walls fof ‘thebody 
and cover serve t-o sti'iien and strengthen said 
Walls and also to conceal the end edges of the 
side walls and bottom of the Ibody land the side 
walls and top ofthe cover. 

Obviously, the hereinbefore described suitcase 
construction admits of considerable modification 
without departing `from the invention. There 
fore, I do not wish to be limited ‘to the precise 
construction shown and described. 
What I claim is: 
'1. A suitcase or the like comprising a vbody 

having a bottom 'and side and end walls'of sheet 
material, said side and end wallshaving 'integral 
marginal portions extending inwardly, thence up 
wardly and thence downwardly yinside said body 
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and in spaced relation to said upwardly extend 
ing portion to provide along the upper margin of 
said walls a hollow inwardly offset rim portion 
with a flat exterior ledge along the lower edge of 
said rim portion, said downwardly extending 
marginal portions of said side walls then extend 
ing outwardly so as to be positioned beneath said 
exterior ledge and thence downwardly 'Y there 
below where they are secured to said side walls. 

2,. The combination set forth in claim 1 where 
'in'vthe downwardly extending marginal portions 
of -said> end Walls then extend outwardly so as to 
be positioned beneath said exterior ledge. 

3. A suitcase or the like comprising a body 
having a bot-tom and side and end walls of sheet 
material, ̀ said side and end walls having integral 

‘ marginal .portions »extending inwardly, thence uP 
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wardlx/.and thence downwardly inside said body 
and in spaced relation to ̀ said upwardly extend 
ing portion to provide along the upper margin of 
said Walls a hollow inwardly oiîset rim portion 
with a flat exterior ledge lalong the lower edge of 
said rim portion, said downwardly extending 
marginal portions of said side walls then extend 
ing outwardly so as to :be positoned beneath said 
exterior ledge and thence downwardly there 
below. 

RICHARD H. WORLEY. 
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