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The present invention relates to new and use 
ful improvements in invalid or patient transfer 
carriages of a type used in hospitals or the like 
where sick, injured, or unconscious people are to 
be moved from one location to another, as from 
a bed to an operating table, or vice versa, and 
with a minimum of effort by attendants and in 
a manner to avoid further injury to the patient 
and to support the patient in a comfortable po 
sition after and while being moved. 
An important object of the present invention 

is to provide a device of thischaracter includ-v 
ing a vertically adjustable platform having a lat 
erally slidable top adapted to project in a direc 
tion toward either side of the platform into a 
position overlying a bed or other object on which 
a person may be lying whereby the person may 
be moved onto and off of the platform with a 
minimum of effort and discomfort to the person. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

safe operating mechanism for vertically adjust 
ing the platform and to maintain the platform 
in vertically adjusted position without danger of 
accidentally being lowered after the weight of a 
person is placed thereon. _ 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a novel brake construction to prevent movement 
of the carriage during the transfer of the patient. 
A still further object is to provide an apparatus 

‘of this character of simple and practical con 
struction, which is strong and durable, efficient 
and reliable in operation, relatively inexpensive to 
manufacture ‘and otherwise well adapted for the 
purposes for which the same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the 

details of construction and. operation as more 
fully hereinafter described and claimed, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings 
forming part hereof, wherein like reference nu 
merals refer to like parts throughout, and in 
which: , 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view with parts 
broken away and shown in section, 

Figure 2 is a, horizontal sectional view taken 
substantially on a line-2-2 of Figure 1, 

Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view taken 
substantially on a line 3-3 of Figure 1, 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary top plan view of the 
I platform, 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary sectional view show 
ing one of the racks and pinions taken substan 
tially on a line 5—5 of Figure 1, and 
Figure 6 is an enlarged side elevational view 

of one of the brakes for the carriage. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, where 
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in, for the purpose of illustration, I have-disclosed 
a preferred embodiment of theinv-ention, thenu 
meral 5 designates the carriage frame generally 
which includes lower, longitudinal and transverse 
frame members 6 and '1, respectively, connected 
to corner posts 8, said frame being constructed 
of tubular metal or-other suitable inexpensive and 
strong material. 
Wheels 9 are swivelly mounted at the lower 

ends of the posts Bfor moving the carriage from 
place to place. ' 
An upper frame structure designated generally 

at If] is carried by the corner post 8 and includes 
longitudinal, ?at strips II and transverse, ?at 
strips [2 connected at their ends to each other 
in any suitable manner outwardly of the post 8. 
Vertical bars I 3 extend above and below the 1011 
gitudinal strips H at each side of the carriage 
and are connected at their upper ends to a hori 
zontal frame l4 which rests on top of the post 8. 
Welded or otherwise suitably secured on top 

of the frame l4 adjacent its ends is a pair of 
transverse bars I5, each formed with a center 
guide opening i501. and having their outer edges 
formed with an upwardly inclined ?ange l6 and 
on which a platform, designated generally at [1, 
is adapted to be seated. 

The-platform l'l includes an open frame I8 and 
end frames is extending downwardly therefrom ‘ 
and adapted for conformably positioning on the 
bars [5, as indicated in Figure 3 of the draw 
ing. _ 

The frame i8 is provided with a plurality of 
spaced, parallel guide rods 20 arranged trans 
versely of the carriage and on which collars 2| 
are slidably mounted, the collars being welded or 
otherwise suitably secured to the underside and 
substantially equidistantly from the longitudinal 
side edges of a top 22 which is slidably supported 
on the upper edges of the frame [8 of the plat 
form. . ' , 

Secured to each of the end frame members I9 
is a rack bar 23 which extends downwardly from 
the platform for sliding in the opening “la and 
engaged by pinions 24 secured at the ends of a 
longitudinally extending shaft 25 journaled in 
bearings 26 ‘carried by the transverse frame mem 
bers l2. 
A worm gear 21 is secured to the shaft 25 

intermediate the ends thereof and engages a 
worm 28 secured at the center of a transverse 
shaft 29 which is journaled in the upper portion 
of the bars I3 at the opposite sides of the car 
riage and operated at either end by hand wheels 
30. To the lower end of each of the side bars 
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I3 is pivotally attached a ground-engaging brake 
3| having rubber covering 32 secured to the upper 
and lower surfaces thereof, the brake being adapt 
ed for lowering into a position at either side of 
the carriage, as indicated in Figure 3 of the draw 
ing, the rubber covering at the under side of 
the brake being adapted to frictionally engage a 
floor or other surface to prevent lateral as well 
as longitudinal movement of the carriage. 
\ The brakes 3| are secured in a raised position 
by means of pivoted catches 33 secured to the 
bars [3. 
In the operation of the device, the carriage is 

moved alongside a bed, operating table, or other 
object on which a person may be lying and the 
platform I‘! vertically adjusted by the hand 
wheels 30 to position the frame I8 substantially in 
the horizontal plane of the bed or operating table. 
The top 22 is then slidably moved laterally of 

the platform ll into a position overlying the bed 
or operating table and a flexible, light-weight 
canvas sheet or other sheet of material is placed 
under the patient and on top of the top 22 of the 
platform. By pulling on the sheet, the patient is 
drawn onto the top 22 and the top 22 then slidably 
moved on the platform I’! to the center thereof. 
The platform I1 is then lowered into position for 
seating on the frame l5, as shown by the dotted 
lines in Figure 3 of the drawing. 
While the platform I‘! is in its elevated position, 

the worm gear 21 and worm 28 will prevent acci 
dental lowering movement of the platform while 
the patient is being transferred thereto. 

In view of the foregoing description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, it I“ 
is believed that a clear understanding of the con 
struction, operation and advantages of the device 
will be quite apparent to those skilled in this art. 
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A more detailed description is accordingly deemed 
unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though I have herein shown and described a, pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention that the same 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein de 
scribed and the scope of the appended claim. 
What I claim is: 
An invalid transfer table comprising a carriage, 

a platform mounted for vertical adjustment on 
the carriage, spaced parallel, laterally extending 
guide rods carried by the platform, a top for the 
platform having collars on its under side slidably 
mounted on said rods for movement into and out 
of position overlying an object on which a person 
is lying for moving the person onto or off of the 
table, upper end cross bars on said carriage with 
upwardly inclined end ?anges, and end frames on 
said platform comformably ?tting against said 
bars when said platform is lowered. 
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