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1 
My invention relates, generally, to Yelectrical 

receptacles and, more particularly, to a lamp hold 
er for use with tubular discharge devices such as 
fluorescent lamps having terminals of the single 
pin type, and which operate at relatively high 
voltages. ' 

, The object of my invention, generally stated, 
is to provide an electrical receptacle of the char 
acter described which is of simple and economical 
construction, which may be readily assembled, and 
which is so constructed as to afford adequate per 
sonal safety when being installed and used. 
Amore specific object of my invention is to pro 

vide a lamp holder wherein the various parts 
thereof are held in assembled relation with a sin 
gle fastening member. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

lamp holder of the character described wherein 
the electrical contact and terminal elements 
thereof are held in assembled relation within a 
housing member by means of a single screw mem 
ber inserted externally of the housing. 
A further objeëf’of my invention is to provide 

a lamp holder of the character described wherein 
a one-piece hollow housing member open at the 
bottom receives the electrical contact elements 
and terminal member which are releasably re 
tained therein ln an assembled relation by means 
of a single fastening member. 
Another object of my invention is to provide an 

electrical receptacle of the character described 
wherein the terminal member thereof is protected 
against accidental contact by means of a flexible 
insulating shield attached within the housing and 
bendable into and out of protecting relation with 
respect to the terminal member. 
These and other objects of my invention will 

become more apparent upon the following de 
tailed description when considered in connection 
with the drawing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view in section of 
an electrical receptacle in the form of a lamp 
holder embodying the principal features of my 
invention; 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the lamp 
holder of Fig. 1,’ 

Fig. 3 is ,a front elevational view of the insulat 
ing shield member shown in Fig. 1,' and ' 

Fig. 4 is a. perspective sectional view of the in 
sulating base member of the lamp holder of Fig. 1. 

Referring to the drawing, the lamp holder 
shown as a preferred embodiment of my inven 
tion comprises, generally, a hollow insulating 
housing member I0, a contact assembly II, and 
an insulating base member I2 which functions 
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2 
among other things to retain the contact assembly 
I I within the housing member as will be described 
more fully hereinafter. 
The purpose of this particular type of lamp 

holder is to support and conduct current to one 
end of a fluorescent or other electric discharge 
lamp I3, the other end of which is supported by a 
lamp holder of different construction and which 
does not form a part of this invention. As shown 
in Fig. l, the lamp I3 is provided with a single 
contact pin or terminal I4 and a base I5. 
The housing member I0 is preferably formed of 

molded insulating material and is provided with 
a circular opening I6 in the front face thereof to 
receive the end of the lamp I3 and a rectangular 
opening Il in the bottom thereof through which 
the contact assembly II and base member I2 are 
inserted. As shown in Fig. 2, the housing member 
has a rounded top portion I8 which gives the cavi 
ty I9 within the holder a rounded top surface. 
The contact assembly II comprises a helical 

spring 2 I, a metal contact disk 22, and an insulat 
ing follower 23. These parts are assembled in op 
erating relation, as shown in Fig. 1, the spring 2l 
functioning to urge the contact disk and follower 
outwardly toward the circular opening I6. 
The contact assembly I l is detachably retained 

within the housing by means of the base mem 
ber I2 which is provided with a semi-circular 
upper surface 24 which, together with the semi 
circular surface of the interior of the housing at 
the top, forms a substantially cylindrical com 
partment in which the follower 23 slides back and 
forth. 

It will be observed that the circular opening 
I6 in the front face of the housing has a smaller 
diameter than that of the cylindrical compart 
ment so that shoulders 25 are provided to retain 
the follower 23 Within the housing. 

Electrical connections are made to the lamp 
through the contact assembly II by means of an 
L-shaped contact terminal 26 which is carried 
by the base member I 2. As shown, the base 
member l2 is provided with a slot 21 for receiving 
the lower end of the contact terminal which car 
ries the contact screw 28, and the opposite end 
of the contact terminal extends upwardly within 
the housing into engagement with the back end 
of the spring 2l. The back face of the housing 
I0 is provided on its inside surface with a shallow 
slot 29 for receiving the contact terminal so that 
its upper end is held firmly against sidewise move 
ment when pressure from the spring 2| is exerted 
thereon. The upper end of the contact member is 
provided with a flange portion 3l to receive the 
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end of the spring 2l and retain it in proper op 
erating position. 

It ,nail be now apparent that by means of this 
arrangement of the housing, contact assembly, 
and insulating base member, a rather intricate 
assembly of parts may be secured together by 
means of a single fastening device in the form of 
a screw 32 inserted through an opening 33 in the 
front face of the housing into engagement with 
the base member I2, as shown in Fig. 1. 

It will be understood that the base member I2 
is of such size and shape that it fits closely with 
in the lower portion of the cavity I9 within the 
housing so that the single fastening screw 32 func 
tions to hold it in the proper position, as shown. 
The base member I2 is prevented from entering 
the cavity I9 beyond a certain position by means 
of shoulder portions 35 on the sides of the base 
member which engage suitable ledge portions, 
not shown, on the interior of the housing mem 
ber. 

It will be understood that electrical connection 
to the holder is made by means of the contact 
screw 28 which is exposed through the bottom 
opening I1 of the housing member. In order to 
provide for protecting the terminal screw 28 and 
other live parts of the holder against accidental 
personal contact when installing or otherwise 
using the holder, a shield 36 in the form of a 
flexible insulating member, as best shown in Fig. 
3, is provided. 
The shield 36 is preferably composed of a thin 

sheet of relatively flexible insulating material 
and is generally T-shaped, as shown in Fig. 3. 
Its normal operating position is as shown in Fig. 
1 wherein its free end is bent into covering rela 
tion with the bottom opening I1. 
The shield is preferably detachably supported 

within the housing by means of slots 31 formed 
in the back end of the base member I2 which 
receive the projections 38 and 39 on the upper 
end of the shield. In other words, one end of 
the shield is anchored within the housing be 
tween the interior surface of the back face there 
of and the adjacent end of the base member I2 
and the free end extends out through the bottom 
opening. . 

It will be readily understood that when the 
shield 36 is in an extended position, the bottom 
opening I1 of the housing is open to give access 
to the terminal screw 28. In addition, when the 
shield is open or in an extended position, it pre 
vents mounting Aof the holder upon a mounting 
surface until after the shield has been actuated 
to its closed protecting position. 
The shield 36 may be held in closed position in 

any suitable manner such as by means of small 
ledges 4I formed on the lower interior part of 
the base member I2, as shown in Fig. 4. It will 
be understood that the shield 36 is of such length 
that when it is bent into an L-shape, as shown 
in Fig. 1, the free end tlereof readily snaps be 
hind the ledges 4I which have inclined ap 
proach surfaces 42, and 'is securely held in this 
position until released. When in this position 
the shield eifectively closes the bottom opening 
I1 to prevent accidental personal contact with 
the live parts of the holder and also permits the 
holder to .be mounted. 
When it is considered that these holders may 

be used in lamp circuits to which as much as 
1,000 volts may be applied, it is apparent that a 
shielding arrangement such as provided is nec 
essary and will effectively prevent accidental per 
sonal contact. The shield is detachably secured 
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4 
to the holder but, nevertheless, is a permanent 
part thereof, and is of such nature that unless 
it is in its proper shielding position, the mount 
ing of the holder is interfered with. This insures 
that the shield will always be available for use 
and will always be actuated to its protecting po 
sition before the holder is mounted for use. 

It will be apparent that the use of a shield of 
this character is not necessarily limited to use 
with an electrical receptacle of the particular 
type disclosed. It may be used with other types 
of receptacles which may or may not be used with 
electric discharge lamps but which are used in 
relatively high voltage circuits where personal 
protection must be provided. 

In View of the foregoing ldescription of a pre 
ferred embodiment -of my invention, it will be 
apparent that I have provided an electrical re 
ceptacle of extremely simple construction which 
may be readily assembled and disassembled, and 
which functions to provide the necessary degree 
of personal safety. 

It is to be understood that various structural 
changes and modifications may be made in the 
particular example of my invention shown and 
described without departing from the spirit of 
the invention. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. An electrical receptacle comprising, a hollow 

housing member, electrical contact means mount 
ed within the housing, said housing having an 
opening therein through which electrical con 
nections are made to said contact means, -and 
a flexible shield of insulating material secured 
within the housing and extending out through 
said opening, said shield being bendable into and 
out of closing relation withsaid opening. 

2. An electrical receptacle comprising, a hol 
low housing, electrical contact means mounted 
within the housing, said housing having an open 
ing therein through which electrical connections 
are made to said contact means and an inwardly 
projecting ledge on one side of the opening, and 
a flexible insulating shield having one end se 
cured within the housing and the free end ex 
tending out through the said opening and bend 
able in and out of closing relation withrespect 
to said opening, said ledge functioning to hold 
the free end of the shield in closed position. ` 

3. A lamp holder comprising, a hollow housing 
member closed at the top and open at the bottom, 
an electrical contact assembly including a mov 
able Contact member positioned within the upper 
end of the housing member, a base member de 
tachably secured within the housing member be 
neath the contact assembly, said base member 
serving as a lower guide for the movable contact 
member, a contact terminal carried by the base 
member in an exposed position at the bottom 
thereof, and an insulating shield of ñat flexible 
material attached at one end within the housing 
and having its free end extending outside thereof 
through the bottom opening bendable into clos 
ing relation with said bottom opening. 

4. A lamp holder comprising, a hollow housing 
member open at the bottom, electrical contact 
means mounted within the housing, a terminal 
member mounted within the housing and elec 
trically connected with said contact means, said 
terminal member being exposed through the bot 
tom opening of the housing, and a flexible insul 
ating shield attached to the housing and extend 
ing through the bottom opening, said shield when 
in its extended position giving access to the ter 
minal member through the bottom opening and 
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bendable into a closing position relative to the 
bottom opening to cover the contact terminal. 

5.4i? lamp holder for use with double-ended 
tubular discharge lamps comprising, a hollow 
housing member closed at the top and open at the 
bottom and having an opening in the front face 
thereof to receive the end of the lamp, a contact 
element movably positioned back of said opening 
in the upper closed end of the housing, a spring 
positioned in said end of the housing normally 
biasing the contact element to a position adjacent 
said opening, an insulating base member posi 
tioned within the housing beneath the contact 
element for supporting and guiding said element, 
a contact terminal mounted on the base member 
having one end extending upwardly into the 
housing into electrical contact making relation 
with the contact element, said contact element 
and base member being removable through the 
open bottom of the housing member, and means 
to retain the base member in position within the 
housing, 

6. A lamp holder for use with double-ended 
tubular discharge lamps comprising, a hollow 
housing member open at the bottom and having 
an opening in the front face thereof to receive the 
end of the device, a spring-biased movable con 
tact element positioned in the upper closed end of 
the housing, an insulating base member posi 
tioned within the housing beneath the contact 
element, said base member serving as a lower 
guide for the movable contact element, a contact 
terminal mounted on the base member having 
one end extending upwardly into the housing in 
to engagement with the contact element, said con 
tact element and base member being removable 
through the open bottom of the housing member, 
and means to retain the base member in position. 

7. 'A lampholder for use with double-ended tub 
ular discharge lamps comprising, a hollow hous 
ing member open at the bottom and having an 
opening in the front face thereof to receive the 
end of the device, a contact assembly including a 
spring-biased movable contact member and an 
insulating follower carrying said contact member 
positioned within the upper end of the housing 
member opposite the opening in the front face, an 
insulating base member detachably mounted 
within the housing member beneath the contact 
assembly for supporting said contact assembly, 
said base member having an upper surface serv 
ing as a lower guide for the follower, a contact 
terminal having one end mounted in the base 
member and the other end engaging the contact 
assembly, and locking means extending through 
the housing into a portion of the base member for 
retaining it in position. 

8. A lampholder for use with double-ended 
tubular electric discharge lamps comprising, a 
hollow housing of insulating material open at 
the bottom and having a circular opening in the 
front face thereof adjacent the top, an insulating 
base member detachably secured within the hous 
lng with its upper surface in spaced relation with 

16 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

6 
the top of the housing, a. contact assembly posi 
tioned within the housing above the base mem 
ber, said contact assembly including a movable 
insulating disc disposed adjacent the circular 
opening in the face of the housing, a contact disc 
carried by the disc and a coil spring interposed 
between the back of the housing and contact disc, 
and an L-shaped terminal member mounted on 
the base member having its upper end in engage 
ment with the coil spring and its other end pro 
vided with a binding screw, 

9. A lampholder comprising, a hollow housing 
open at the bottom and having a circular opening 
in the front face thereof adjacent the upper end, 
the inside surface of the closed upper end of the 
housing being of generally circular shape and 
having a diameter greater than that of the circu 
lar opening, an insulating base member detach 
ably secured within the housing below the circu 
lar opening, the upper surface of the base mem 
ber being grooved to conform to the contour of 
the upper inside surface of the housing thereby to 
provide a generally cylindrical channel in the 
housing back of the circular front opening, a con 
tact assembly positioned in said channel. said as 
sembly including an insulating cup-shaped fol 
lower disposed adiacent the front opening, a 
metal contact disc carried by said follower and a 
coil pressure spring interposed between the con 
tact disc and back wall of the housing, said spring 
functioning to urge the contact disc and follower 
against the inside front surface of the housing, 
and a contact terminal carried by the base mem 
ber and having one end in engagement with the 
back end of the coil spring and having a binding 
screw in its other end in an exposed position be 
neath the base member. 

10. A lamp holder comprising, a hollow housing 
closed at its upper end and open at the bottom and 
having an opening in the front face thereof ad 
jacent the upper end, an electrical contact assem 
bly loosely positioned in the housing adjacent its 
upper end and back of the front opening, said 
contact assembly including a. spring-biased con 
tact member normally positioned adjacent the 
front opening and movable backwardly there 
from, angsulating base member positioned with 
in the hous`ïn`g`"“beneat‘xî"tlîë"'cb?ftact assembly in 
spaced relation to the bottom edge of the housing 
to hold said assembly in operating position, said 
base member serving as a lower guide for the con 
tact element, and means for detachably securing 
the base member to the housing, 

BENJAMIN C. WEBSTER. 
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