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This invention relates to utility lights and more 
particularly to such devices of a portable nature 
operable by an electric circuit connected with a 
source of direct current such as the storage bat 
tery of an automobile. 
The principal object of the invention is to pro 

vide a portable means for illumination operable 
by a current emanating from a source of direct 
current electric power. The embodiment of this 
invention includes the use of a lamp having a 
sealed lighting element with insulated terminals. 
A handle attached to the top of the lamp contain 
er provides a convenient means for carrying or 
holding the unit. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

comparatively waterproof lighting unit adapted 
for ei?cient use in rainstorms or in localities sub 
ject to great humidity. This invention is of great 
convenience and utility to hunters and fishermen, 
and may be submerged in water for a reasonable 
length of time if necessary or desirable without 
impairing the e?iciency or period of usefulness of 
the device. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a handy and compact trouble lamp for 
motorists operable by plug-in connection to the 
existing direct current electric circuit of an auto 
mobile. A suitable length of electrical conductor 
permits the light unit to be moved to or placed in 
a position of greatest utility. 
With the foregoing-objects as paramount, the 

invention has further reference to certain fea 
tures of accomplishment which will become ap 
parent as the description proceeds, taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings, where 
m: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a utility light 
constructed according to the invention. 
Figure 2 is an end elevational view of the inven— 

tion as seen from the side not shown in Figure 1, 
and 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the invention 

showing the housing unit open to illustrate the 
manner of construction and arrangement of 
parts within. 
Continuing with a more detailed description of 

the drawings it will be noted that the invention is 
embodied into a compact unit having a two-piece 
container comprised of a bottom receptacle ID for 
storing an electric conductor II when not in use, 
and a cover l2 connected with the recptacle ID by 
a hinge it‘, as illustrated in Figure 1. A conven 
tional luggage lock I4 is used for securing the 
container in a closed position, as shown in Figure 
2. A circular opening in the side of the container 
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2 
is formed by the removal of a portion of a wall 
of the bottom receptacle l0 and the cover I 2 to 
permit the placement therein from the interior 
of said container of a lamp l5 of the sealed unit 
type. The lamp [5 is retained in position by a 
coiled spring l5 fastened to opposite walls of the 
cover l2 and directly engaging the rear surface of 
said lamp IS. 
A properly insulated terminal mounting l1 

provides means for connecting the electric con 
ductors II to the lamp l5, thus permitting the 
ef?cient use of the lamp when immersed in a ?uid 
capable of electrical conductivity, or when sub 
jected to extended use in atmospheres of high hu 
midity. An insulated combination clamp and 
bracket i8 is fastened to the inner surface of the 
rear wall of the cover l2 serving to maintain sul? 
oient slack in the electric conductor H from its 
position to the terminal mounting I‘! for unim 
paired contact should undue strain be placed up 
on the conductor ll while moving the light from 
one position to another. An opening I9 is pro 
vided in the cover l2 to afford an outlet for the 
conductor ll when the light is in use. While the 
lamp is in transit or not in use the conductor II is 
stored within the receptacle H], as shown in Figure 
3. A handle 28, a?ixed to the top of the cover I2, 
serves as means for holding or carrying the unit. 
Sheet metal is preferably employed in the con 

struction of the receptacle I 6 and the cover [2, 
although other materials of a strong and durable 
nature may be used satisfactorily. The use of 
the sealed lamp unit l5 obviates the necessity for 
a separate lens, lamp and re?ector or any subse 
quent insulating problem likely to arise from the 
use thereof. 

In use as a trouble lamp or spotlight for motor 
ists the conductor is connected to the battery cir 
cuit of an automobile by a plug inserted in an 
outlet provided in the instrument panel or at 
other convenient places for maximum e?iciency 
and versatility. In the case of large trucks suit 
able outlets may be provided on the sides and rear 
for satisfactory use with a comparatively short 
conductor. Hunters, ?shermen, and picnickers 
will ?nd this lamp of great convenience and use 
fulness. 

Manifestly, the construction as shown and de 
scribed is capable of some modi?cation and such 
modi?cation as may be construed to fall within 
the scope and meaning of the appended claim is 
also considered to be Within the spirit and intent 
of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
A utility lamp comprising a box composed of 
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related hinged sections, one wall of each section 
being recessed to de?ne a, circular opening when 
said sections are closed, a sealed lamp unit in said 
box whose lens protrudes through said opening, 
a coiled spring anchored at each end to a wall of 
one of said sections and adapted to bear against 
and impose tension on said lamp unit to hold the 
same in ?xed relationship with said opening, 
means ‘within one of said sections for retaining 
an electric conductor for illuminating said lamp, 
means for latching said sections in closed position 
and means for transporting said box. 

JAMES E. FORBES.‘ 

10 

4 
REFERENCES crrEn 

The following references are of record in the 
?le of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
1,227,893 Delzell ___________ __ May 29, 1917 
1,281,162 Holloway __________ __ Oct. 8, 1918 
1,397,610 a Appell __.__V__.._-'_-___ Nov. 322, 1921 
1,630,843 Halin ____________ "May 31, 1927 
2,192,820 Taylor ____________ __ Mar. 5, 1940 

Hummert _________ -_ Feb. 4, 1941 2,230,458 


