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This application is a division ofmy pending 
United States patent application Serial No. 
449,824 ?led July 4, 1942, which has matured into 
Patent No. 2,399,040, dated April 23, 1946. 
This invention relates to holders for surgical 

accessories and it has as an‘object to provide im 
proved means, designed particularly for use in 
conjunction with a portable container for a 
surgical stitching instrument, for holding the 
various accessories used with the instrument, 
such, for example, as needles, spools etc. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

improved holding means for the various acces 
sories used with a surgical stitching instrument, 
which means is particularly adapted to be carried 
in a‘portable sterilizing container for the in 
strument in such a manner that they will con 
stantly be subjected to the action of sterilizing 
?uid within the container. 

Still another object is to provide improved hold 
ing means for surgical accessories which permits 
the accessories to be sterilized, while in. the con: 
tainer, byan autoclave or other sterilizing equip-1 
ment commonlyavailable in hospitals and the 
like, and which permits removal anduse of se 
lected ones of the accessories without contamina 
tion of the others. ‘ . ‘ . 

With the above and other objects in view, as 
will hereinafter appear, the invention comprises 
the devices, combinations and arrangements ‘of 
parts hereinafter set forthand illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings of a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, from which the ‘several 
features of the invention and the advantages at: 
tained thereby will be readily understood by those 
skilled in the art. . 
In thedrawings, . . i 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a holder for surgical 
stitching instruments and their accessories, 
adapted for o?ice and hospital use. ‘ 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of ‘the 
holder, showing a surgical stitching instrument 
and its accessoriessupported therein. . . ‘ 

Fig. 3 is a top end view of the holder with the 
closure cap removed, showing the instrument‘and . 
its accessories nested therein. . _ 

Fig. 4 is an inside view of the closure cap. 
Fig. 5 is an elevation, partly in section, of the 

upper end of the holder, showing the closure cap 
partially removed therefrom, for a purpose later 
to be described. ‘ , 

Fig. 6 is a side elevation of an accessory-carry 
ing member adapted to be supported in the holder, 
showing a plurality of spools and a spool-winder 
mounted thereon. 
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Fig. .7 isa‘ side elevation‘ of a second accessory 
carrying member‘adapted to be supported! in the 
holder, showing a plurality of suturing needles 
carried thereby. ‘ ‘i ‘ 1w “ I 

‘Fig. 8 is a transverse section of the needle-cam 
rying member, taken on the line 8-—8 of Fig. 7.‘ 
‘Fig. 9v is a side elevation of my improved holder 

for surgical stitching instruments and their ac 
cessories, when ?tted for ?eld use, showing a 
ground-penetrating support therefor in retracted 
position. i ‘ ‘ \ 

Fig..10‘is a view of the lower portion. of-the 
holder shown in Fig. 9 with the ground-penetrat 
ing support rotated thereon and extended for-in 
sertion into the ground. “ i > - i . 

Fig. 11 is a bottom “end view of the device as 
shown in Fig. 10 with a certainbelt-attaching 
clamp omitted. ' r ' ~ . 

Fig. 12 is a side elevation of a modi?edwform of 
needle-holder adapted to be supported in the 
container. .- ‘ ‘ ‘ - 

Fig. 13 is a longitudinal sectional view on the 
line |3—~l3 of Fig. 12. . l 1 ‘ 

Referring more speci?cally to the drawings and 
?rst to Figs. 1 to 8 inclusive, the invention. is dis 
closed as embodied in a device comprising a ‘cam 
like container I having its lower end closed and 
its upper end open and exteriorly threaded, as 
at 2. A closure cap 3 is internally threaded, as 
at 4, to screw upon the threadediupper end of 
the container. To. prevent loss of the cap, ‘it 
may be attached to the container, as, for exam 
ple, by a chain 5, attached to the container by a 
screw 6 and to the cap by a swivel connection] 
which permits free rotation of the ‘cap. ‘The ‘cap 
3 is with an internal hub 8 circumferentially 
grooved to receive and hold the small end of ,a 
beep-hive spring ‘9 to the larger end of which 
isiattached a disk l'? adapted, when-the. cap is 
screwed down ‘up on the container, as shown in 
Fig. 2,..to act. as a pressure plate to hold the 
suturing instrument and the accessory holders 
therein against displacement. . _, 

‘To effect a tight’ seal between the container l 
and the cap 3, ‘the container is formed, ‘below ‘the 
threads 2,.with. an annular substantially frusto 
conical shoulder H adapted to be engaged by the 
frusto-conical inner face I2 of the skirt portion 
of.the cap. As shown most clearly in Fig. 5, 
the upper surface of the shoulderll is slightly 
rounded in cross-section so that a line contact 
is obtained between the shoulder and the cap 
when the cap is screwed down. i , . 

Secured in chord-like position in the open up 
per end of the container l are a pair‘of acces 
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sory-holder supporting bars I3 and III adapted to 
receive and support the hooked upper ends I5a 
and IE8‘ of accessory-‘carrying members I5 and 
I6, respectively. A suturing instrument S is ar 
ranged lengthwise within the container l between 
the accessoryeoarrying member-s l_5i_and I5. The 
suturing instrument maybe that disclosed in my 
United States Patent No. 2,348,218, May 9, 1944. 
The member I5 comprises a strip of ?at metal 

carrying a plurality of split studs I1 adapted to 
support and frictionally retain suture-carrying 
spools I8 designed for use in the surgical stltch--. 
ing instrument S. At its lower end-the meme‘. 

4 
tured beneath the free end of each clip 29, as 
indicated at 50, to render the clips more effective 
in holding the needles. The upper end of each 
spring clip 29 is preferably ?ared outwardly at 
3| to form a ?nger-piece by means of which the 
clip maybe ?exed to facilitate insertion and re 
moval of the needles. If desired the needles may 
be inserted behind the clips 29 by merely placing 
"the shank thereof against the strip 25 above a 
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her I5 is formed with a split tube I9 adapted to 
receive and frictionally retain a spool-winderjllm 
adapted to hold and wind suturingythread .on,;». 
the spools I8. Intermediate the spools IBand 
the spool-winder, the member I5 carries a plu- v 
rality of outwardly projecting pins 2| arranged‘ I’ 
to receive and hold a bent sheet metal arm 22x 
carrying aw thread-guide and tension‘ for ‘the 
thread to be wound on the spools l8. This spool! 
winder; and a similar'xthread-guide, together 
with the means employed for attaching’ them to 
the handle of the suturing instrument when it is 
desired'to wind suturing thread on the spools, 
are-disclosed in my United States Patent No. 
2,328,557, Sept. '7, 1943- i w i 

The accessory holder IE ‘is designed to hold 
curved‘needles‘for use inlthe surgical stitching 
instrument S and comprises a sheet metal blank 
‘folded: as illustrated in Fig-=8 to provide‘ ‘needle 
shank-clamping side Walls‘ I61’ between which the 
shanks 22a‘ of needles22 are. adapted to be fric 
tionally held. The points of the needles also may 
be located between the sidewalls I?b to protect 
the points and to prevent a user from'accidentally 
coming into contact therewith. - ‘ - 

' The container disclosed in Figs. 1 to 5 is de 
signed primarily for, office and'hospital use where 
conventional sterilizing equipment is available. 
For that‘reason, the neck portion 23 of the con 
tainer I, 'i. e. the portion bet'ween‘the shoulder I I‘ 
and the threads 2, is formed with a plurality of 
slots or apertures 24 which (when the ‘cap 3 is 
partially unscrewed and the container, with the 
instrument and accessories therein, is‘ placed‘in 
an autoclave or other suitable-sterilizing unit) 
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permit the'sterilizing ?uid to enter the container, ., 
as indicated by‘ the arrows a: in Fig; 5,'to sterilize 
the inside of the container and everything there 
in. Sterilization'having been completed the cap 
is screwed'down upon the shoulder ‘I I and the 
parts are maintained in sterile condition. ’ 
The‘constructi‘on disclosed in Figs. 1 to 5 may 

also be used to advantage by general‘ practitioners 
for emergency suturing. For this‘ purpose the 
container may be substantially ?lled ‘with a 

tr. 

sterilizing liquid into which the surgical stitching _. . 
instrument and‘ its accessories may be immersed 
and maintained in sterile condition for instant 
use_ . 4 v . . . 

In Figs. 12 and 13'there is disclosed a modi?ed 
forml'o'f needle-holder also adapted to be sup 
ported‘by the cross-bar M in the mouth of the 
container ‘I. This modi?ed needle-holder com 
prises a sheet metal strip‘ 25 having, at one end, a 
hook-portion 26, designed to hang upon the cross 
bar 14, and _a ?nger piece 2'! designed to'facilitate 
withdrawing of the holder from'the container. 
Secured to the strip 25; at spaced intervals, by 
rivets ‘28 are spring-clips 29 “adapted frictionally 
to engage the shanks'ls of needles n‘ laid upon‘the 
strip 25 ‘and abutting a ?an’ge 30 formed on one 
edgeof the strip. Preferably the'strip 25 is ‘aperé 
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illustrated in- Figs. 9, 10 and 11. 

clip 29. ‘and then moving the needle downwardly 
against and beyond the ?nger piece 3|. This 
-movement of the needle shank will ?ex the clip 
and admit the shank of the needle into the semi 

" cylindrical socket '32‘ provided by the clip. 
‘For,’ ?eldtusethe holder may be modi?ed as 

This modi?ed 
construction differs; from the construction here 
inbejore described in that the container I is pro 
vided with a bayonet-like ground-penetrating 
support 33 curved in cross-section so as to fit the 
outside ‘of the container I, as shown in Fig. ‘l1,v 
and designed to have its pointed end forced‘ into 
the ground to hold the‘contain‘er in upright posi 
tion While the suturing instrument is being used. 
The support 33 is ?xed to a sleeve 33 rotatably 
and slidingly ?tted upon the outside of the‘con 
tainer I and adapted to be slid upwardly thereon, 
to the retracted position shown in Fig. 9; when 
not in use. or to be slididownwar‘dly thereon, to 
the position shown in Fig; 10, when it ‘is desired to 
insert the support into the ground. ‘When the 
support is retracted the sleeve 34 ‘is partially 
rotated on the container Ito bring the pointed end 
35 of the member 33 into'écontact‘with the upper 
side of one of the two projecting ends ‘36*’ of a 
plate 36 which is ?tted into a recess 36b in the 
bottom wall of the container and ‘held therein by 
screws 31. This holds the member 33 in retracted 
position. At its lower end, the sleeve 34 is formed 
with two diametrically‘ opposite‘ outwardly ex 
panded ?at loops 38 which afford clearance for 
the projecting ends '36a of the plate 36 and,‘ at 
the upper end of said loops, with'two circumfer 
entially disposed slots 39 into which the ends ‘35? 
are adapted to be rotated. The ends 35*‘, the 
loops 38 and‘ the ‘slots 39 constitute a‘for‘m of 
bayonet joint for maintaining the'sleeve 3,4V and 
the member 33in their projected or‘ operative 
positions. A spring clamp 40, attached to a wire 
loop 4|, connected to the member 33, serves as 
means to, support the holder on the belt 'oi'a 
surgeon for the purpose of transportation. ' 
For ?eld service the container I is preferably 

1 ?lled with'a suitable sterilizing ?uid into which 
the instrument S and the accessories may be imé 
mersed after each use. Supporting or the con 
tainer I in upright position, as by inserting the 
member 33 into'the ground, prevents spilling of 
the sterilizing?uid "while the instrument?is in 
use. " 

When ?tted for of?ce'and ‘hospital usefajs 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the recess, 36b in the bot 
tom Wall of ‘the container may be ?lled with a 

'- dummy plate AZQwhich is shorter than the ‘plate 
36 and whose ends are ?ushw-ith the 
the container. ‘ v 

From the foregoing it will'be perceived‘ that this 
invention has provided‘ improved means for hold 
ing surgical accessories in a portable sterilizing 
container for a surgical stitching instrument, 
which means is simple in constructiom'inexpen 
siveto manufacture,‘ efficient in operation'and 
Which'will effectivelyprevent disarrangement and 
loss of the accessories, espe'cially'when the con 
tainer and surgical stitching instrument with 

side wall of 
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which they are associated are used in the ?eld 
and under extremely adverse conditions. 
Having thus set forth the nature of the inven 

tion, what I claim herein is: 
1. An accessory holder for use in a can-like 

sterilizing container for a surgical stitching in 
strument having a supporting bar arranged across 
its open end, comprising a strip of metal having 
a hooked end designed to be hung on said bar 
and friction means for securing needles to said 
strip. 

2. An accessory holder for use in a can-like 
sterilizing container for a surgical stitching in 
strument having a supporting bar arranged 
across its open end, comprising a folded strip of 
sheet metal having a hooked end designed to be 
hung on said bar and having its opposed walls 
spaced apart for frictionally holding therebe 
tween the shanks of a plurality of needles for use 
in said instrument. 

3. An accessory holder for use in a can-like 
sterilizer container for a surgical stitching in 
strument having a supporting bar arranged 
across its open end; comprising a strip of metal 
having a hooked end designed to be hung on said 
bar, and a plurality of spring clips secured to said 
metal strip for irictionally gripping the shanks of 
surgical needles placed against the side of said 
strip. 

4. An accessory holder for use in a can-like 
sterilizing container for a surgical stitching in 
strument having an accessory-holder positioning 
member within the container, comprising a rela 
tively long and narrow strip of sheet material de 
signed to be retained lengthwise within said con 
tainer by the accessory-holder positioning mem 
ber and friction means for securing needles to 
said strip. 

5. In combination with a can-like sterilizing 
container for a surgical stitching instrument hav 
ing a supporting bar arranged across its open 
end, an accessory holder comprising a relatively 
long and narrow metallic member formed with 
a hooked end engaging said supporting bar to 
maintain said member suspended in said con 
tainer, and means frictionally to support on said 
member accessories for a surgical stitching in 
strument. , 

‘ 6. In combination with a can-like sterilizing 
container for a surgical stitching instrument hav 
ing a pair of supporting-bars arranged in chord 
like position across its open end, a pair of ac 
cessory holders each comprising a strip of metal 
having a hooked end adapted to be hung on one 
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of said supporting bars in substantial parallelism 
with each other, a plurality of split spool-sup 
porting studs projecting laterally from one of 
said accessory holders, means on said one of 
said holders for frictionally securing thereon a 
thread-guiding device and a spool-winding de 
vice, and means for frictionally securing to the 
other accessory holder a plurality of surgical 
needles. 

7. An accessory holder for use in a can-like 
sterilizing container for a surgical stitching in 
strument, comprising a relatively long and nar 
row sheet metal member having at its upper end 
a ?at hook portion designed to engage a part of 
the container and to be removab-ly suspended 
lengthwise therein, and friction means provided 
by said member yieldingly to support accessories 
for a surgical stitching instrument. 

8. The combination with a can-like sterilizing 
container for a surgical stitching instrument 
having a cylindrical casing and an accessory 
holder positioning member secured in its upper 
end and extending chord-like thereacross, of an 
accessory holder comprising a strip oat sheet 
metal having a hook-shaped upper end engaging 
said member to support the holder in vertical po 
sition in said container, said accessory holder 
being provided at one side with a plurality of 
transversely disposed spool-supporting studs and 
a plurality of spaced pins adapted to engage and 
support a thread-guiding member, said acces 
sory holder also being provided with an axially 
arranged split-tube for frictionally holding a 
spool-winding device. 

JOHN D. KARIE. 
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