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1 
This invention’relates to article containers of 

the ‘variety which are useful for personal wear. 
Among the objects of the invention is to provide 
a container having a number of compartments 
or pockets for segregating different articles and 
which’ canibe made individually accessible by un 
folding a selected one or another of a number 
of ?aps while the other ?ap or flaps remain in 
folded or closed‘position to secure the contents 
of the remaining compartments. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a container having compartments supported by a 
back panel and a front face comprising a plu 
rality of flaps and a locking device constructed 
and arranged so that each flap may be unfolded 
or opened without disturbing the other and, when 
opened,- the' locking device remains‘ fastened to 
unopened ?aps and thereby secures the contents 
of the container underlying the unfolded flaps. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
vide an article container wherein a locking de~ 
vice is common to a number of flaps and is readily 
removable from attachment to the various ?aps 
for replacement at will so that a purchaser may 
have selection from a number of available lock- ‘ 
ing devices of different qualities and designs. 
The cover and locking device are separately 
marketable. The cover may be fabricated of 
leather, cloth,- plastic or any other type of pliable 
material suitable for the purpose, and selection 
may be had of a suitable locking device among 
a variety of forms and materials such‘ as plastics, 
stainless ‘steel and precious metah?nished ac 
cording to taste with colored lacquers, rhine 
stones, semi-precious stones, or monograms. 
Accordingly, the invention lends‘ itself to serving 
the needs of a broad class of users. 

In. a simple formthe container is polygonal 
shaped and‘ provided with a back panel circum 
scribed by lines of fold and flaps hinged to the 
edges of the panel, the flaps being substantially 
triangular with side edges of adjacent ?aps coin 
ciding or spaced'without overlapping when the 
flaps are folded so that each flap maybe opened 
without disturbing the other. The ends of the 
?aps, when in folded position, provide an open 
space for accommodating a locking device having 
fastening elements ‘for engaging fastening ele 
ments on the ends of the flaps. ‘ The back panel 
has walls fastened thereto and providing pockets 
with an opening at each side of the panel and > 
other walls providing pockets opening at each 
end of the panel. The openingsof the pockets 
areadjacent the lines ofv fold and are individually 
covered by the respective ?aps extending from the 
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2 
adjacent lines of fold, so that only one ?ap need 
be opened to obtain access to a particular pocket. 
The container may be in the form of a pocket 
book having a panel sufficiently large to contain 
paper money without folding. The invention is 
particularly-suitable as an accessory for a wom 
an’s purse and as a container for bills, coins, call 
ing cards, licenses, and miscellaneous materials. 
Other objects, features and advantages of my 

improved construction of a container for articles 
will be apparent from the following detailed de 
scription. 
In the drawings: 

‘ Fig, 1 illustrates a container employing the 
principles of the invention, the flaps being open 
with all of the pockets accessible; 

Fig. 2 is a section on line 2—2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is an outside View of the face of the con 

tainer illustrated in Fig. l; and 
Fig. 4 illustrates the relationship of the look 

ing device and the fastening elements, and show 
ing two of the flaps in engagement with the lock 
ing-device. 
The cover ill of the container may be variously 

shaped. The cover illustrated in Fig, 1 is polyg 
onal-shaped and has eight edges. This may be 
cut from a piece of leather and lined, if desired. 
The edges of the cover may be turned over as 
shown ‘at H, 12,13 and M and stitched or ce 
mented down. The back panel portion i5 is out 
lined or circumscribed by lines of fold I6, l1, l8 
and I9. These lines of fold may be made by pres 
sure or by scoring and may be applied in such 
number as toperrnit smooth folding of the flaps 
over the edges of the walls by ‘which the pockets 
are formed. In a simple form of container the 
pockets may be formed by three walls 20, 2i and 
22. Walls 20,21 and 22 are stitched together 
along‘one longitudinal edge as'at 23. The other 
longitudinal edge 23 of wall 2% and the end edges 
25 and 25 of walls 28 and 2! are stitched to the 
back panel [5. This arrangement provides the 
pocket "2'1 vvwhose opening is closable by?ap 28, 
and'a pocket 29 whose opening ‘is closable by 
flapt'?." ' " ‘ " 

Two other pockets 3i and 32 may be formed 
at the ends of the container by stitching 33 and 
355 along the longitudinal edges of walls 2| and 22 
and by joining Walls 2| and 22 by a transverse 
line of stitching 35.. The openings to pockets 3! 
and 32 are closable by flaps 36 and 3], respec 
tively. 
For closing the container, the several ?aps are 

folded‘ alongithe lines of fold it, ll, l8 and I9, 
and the outer ‘appearance of the face of the con 
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tainer is similar to the closed container illustrated 
in Fig. 3. It will be seen from this ?gure that 
the flaps constitute the entire front face of the 
container, with the exception of the releasable 
latching or locking device 38 to which each of 
the ?aps is secured. The locking device is freely 
floatable and secured to the container only by the 
engaging elements at the ends of the flaps which 
join with the locking device. The locking de 
vice is preferably ornamental in character, and it 
is an advantage of the invention that the fasten 
ing device can be replaced at will. The, locking 
device may have any desired geometrical form, 
or irregular outline with linear or curvilinear 
edges and that the ends of the flaps could be 
shaped to correspond with those portions of the 
locking device with which they come into con 
tact. 
The fastening elements at the end of each flap 

are similar and it will suffice to describe one of 
these. As best shown in Fig. 4, this fastening 
element includes a channel member 1-39 which is 
secured to the end of a flap. This channel mem 
ber has extending therefrom a tongue 4-0 having 
a depressible spring element which is provided 
\Jcith a pair of shoulders ill, 152 and a ?nger piece 
133. The locking device 33 is formed with spaced 
upper lower plates ill and d5 between which 
the tongue 13% enters. As the tongue enters be 
tween these two plates it is ?exed as shoulders 
ill and are engaged by ledges 4-6 and Lil, re 
spectively. When the fastening elements of the 
flap and of the locking device are fully engaged, 
the shoulders All and 452 rise behind ledges £56 and 
iii and .. _n.tain the engagement secure. Finger 
piece lit becomes a decorative part of the center 
piece of the locking device 
To open any particular ?ap it is necessary only 

that ~ 1e finger piece be depressed sufficiently to 
ermit the shoulders M and '12 to be withdrawn 

below ledges M3 and M. It is apparent from 
the foregoing description and the accompanying 
drawings that any one or another of the flaps 

be disengaged from the locking device to 
access to a particular pocket or pockets 

which the trap cove-rs. In many cases it will be 
necessary to unfasten only one of the flaps when 
access is desired to be gained to a selected pocket. 
The remaining ?aps Which are engaged with the 
locking device will maintain the pockets immedi~ 
ately thereunder in sealed condition, so that no 
matter how the container is handled, nothing 
can be displaced except from the particular 
pocket which has been uncovered. If it is de 
sired to gain access to all of the pockets at one 
time, the locking device may be left secured to 
any one of the flaps. 

It is apparent that additional pockets can be 
secured to the back panel so that two pockets 
opening on the same edge of the back panel can 
be accessible at one time by unfolding the 
adjacent ?ap, and that pockets for coins, identi 
?cation cards and other materials may be se 
cured to the interior of any one or more of the 
flaps. When more pockets are added more ma 
terial is provided in the cover in the areas of the 
lines of fold it, I'd, l8 and IE] to accommodate 
the additional Wall material and anticipated con 
tents so as to preserve at all times the tolerance 
between the closed ?aps and the neat appearance 
of a relatively flat container regardless of the 
bulk of the contents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An article container comprising a polygo 

nal-shaped cover having lines of fold circum 
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4 
scribing its back panel portion, a flap hinged to 
each edge of said back panel portion along said 
lines of fold, each of said ?aps being shaped sub 
stantially triangular with side edges of adjacent 
?aps substantially coinciding when the flaps are 
closed so that each flap may be ‘opened Without 
disturbing the others, and a device for latching 
all of the flaps in their closed positions, said 
latching device having fastening elements for re 
leasably engaging a fastening element on each 
of the flaps so that each flap may be individually 
closed and individually opened at will without 
disturbing an adjacent ?ap whereby access may 
be gained selectively to individual areas of said 
back panel portion by opening one or another of 
the ?aps. 

2. An article container comprising a polygo 
nal-shaped cover having lines of fold circum 
scribing its back panel portion, a substantially 
triangular-shaped flap hinged to each edge of 
the back panel portion along said lines of fold, 
each of said ?aps being shaped with edges pro 
viding substantially coinciding edges for adja 
cent ?aps when the flaps are closed, said ?aps, 
when closed, being substantially coextensive in 
area with the back panel portion except for an 
area de?ned by the ends of the flaps remote 
from the lines of fold, and a removable latching 
device having an area covering said last-men 
tioned area at the ends of the flaps and fasten 
ing elements for releasably engaging complemen 
tary fastening elements on each flap individual 
13/‘, said flaps and latching device together com 
prising the front face of the container. 

3. An article container comprising a polygo 
nal-shaped cover having lines of fold circum 
scribing its back panel portion, a substantially 
triangular-shaped flap hinged to each edge of 
the back panel portion along said lines of fold, 
each of said flaps being shaped with edges pro 
viding substantially coinciding edges for adja 
cent i'laps when the flaps are closed, said flaps, 
when closed, being substantially coextensive in 
area with the back panel portion except for an 
area de?ned by the ends of the flaps remote from 
the lines of fold, and a removable latching de 
vice having an area covering said last-mentioned 
area at the ends of the flaps and fastening ele 
ments for releasably engaging complementary 
fastening elements on each flap individually, said 
flaps and latching device together comprising the 
front face of the container With said latching 
device supported only by engagement with the 
fastening elements at the ends of the several 
?aps, so that the latching device is replaceable 
at will. 

4. An articlev container comprising a polygo 
nal-shaped cover having lines of fold circum 
scribing its back panel portion, walls attached 
to said back panel portion and forming pockets 
opening adjacent said lines of fold, a substan 
tially triangular-shaped ?ap hinged to each edge 
of said back panel portion along said lines of 
fold and adapted to cover the openings to said 
pockets, each of said ?aps being shaped with 
edges providing substantially coinciding edges 
for adjacent ?aps when the flaps are closed so 
that each ?ap may be opened Without disturb 
ing an adjacent closed flap, and a device for re 
leasably latching all of the flaps in their closed 
positions, said latching device having fastening 
elements for engaging a fastening element on 
each of the flaps so that access may be gained 
to a selected pocket by opening the flap which,v 
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when closed, covers the opening to the selected 
pocket. 

5. An article container comprising a rectangu 
lar back panel, a polygonal-shaped ?ap hinged 
to each edge of the back panel, each of said ?aps 
being shaped with side edges providing substan 
tially coinciding edges for adjacent ?aps when 
the ?aps are closed, said ?aps, when closed, be 
ing substantially {coextensive in area with the 
back panel except for an area de?ned by the 
ends of the flaps remote from their hinges, a 
removable latching device having an area sub 
stantially coextensive with said last-mentioned 
area at the ends of the flaps and fastening ele 
ments for releasably engaging complementary 
fastening elements on each ?ap individually, said 
flaps and removable latching device together 
comprising the front face of the container with 
said removable latching device supported only 
by engagement of the complementary fastening 
elements at the ends of the several ?aps and 
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walls forming ‘pockets within the container which 
are accessible one at a time by unfastening one 
or another of said ?aps from said removable 
latching device.‘ 

HERMAN WM. BRUNING. 
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