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1 
This invention concerns improvements in or 

6 Claims. (01. 190-41? 

relating to carrying cases, suitcases, valises or ‘ 
similar pieces of luggage. 

It is one of the main objects of this invention 
to provide means assisting in the obtainment of 
a strong and sturdy frame structure for suit 
cases and the like whose shape will always be 
maintained and which is particularly adapted to 
cooperate with a relatively ?exible top wall or. ' 
cover which will bear against said frame struc 
ture for closing purposes. 

It is another object of this invention to pro 
vide means ensuring maximum'?lling capacity 
for suitcases and like pieces of luggage and fa 
cilitating retention of the packed garments or 
clothes in a position in which they do not inter 
fere with the slide fastener means or other closure 
elements usually employed for closing such carry 
ing cases. 
A further object of the present invention is to 

provide means rendering possible the positioning 
of one of the rows of the slide fastener means on 
the surface of the frame ledge and intermediate 
the opposed ends thereof, whereby a substantial 
ly dustproof closure between the frame and the 
relatively ?exible top wall or cover is obtained 
without sacri?cing any of the known advantages 
of such ?exible covers. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

means enabling ready adjustment of the position 
of the ?exible cover with respect to the frame 
structure, but permitting the cover nevertheless 
to give or bulge when additional articles or items 
are placed in the new valise or suitcase. _ 

' Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide means for stiffening or reinforcing that top 
wall portion of the valise or suitcase with which 
the ?exible cover or complementary top wall part 
cooperates. - 

Yet, another object of the present invention is 
to provide means facilitating packing and dispos 
ing of articles within said valise or suitcase and 
creating therewithin a predetermined space for 
which the aforesaid frame ledge forms a bound 
ary against which said articles may abut. 
With the above and other objects in view, the‘ 

invention will be hereinafter more particularly 
described and the combination and arrangement 
of parts will be shown in the accompanying 
drawing and pointed out in the claims which 
form part of the specification. . 

Reference will now .be had to the drawing 
wherein like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts throughout the several views. 
In the drawing: ' 
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Fig. 1 is a, perspective view of a suitcase in 
closed condition, embodying the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view of the suitcase of 
Fig. 1, partly in open condition; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary, sectional view taken 
along line 3-3 of Fig. 1; _ 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4-4 
of Fig. '2; . 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken through-a‘ cor 
ner of a suitcase embodying the invention in a 
modi?ed form. . 

Referring now more particularly to the draw 
ing, there is shown in Fig. 1 a suitcase l0 hav 
ing side walls H, a bottom wall (not shown) and 
a top wall or cover l2. The suitcase Ill is conven 
tional but for the‘cover l2 and its particular at 
tachment about to be described. 
As can be seen from Figs. 2 and 3, the top wall 

l2 of the suitcase it) extends to a location remote 
from the edge E3 of the upright side wall ll. 
Side wall H has an inwardly extending ledge II 
which is su?iciently wide to retain within the in 
terior [5 of the suitcase l0 articles [6 placed 
therein, and also to receive on the top H of the 
ledge M the edge ‘I8 of they ?exible cover l2, as 
well as the closure means 
fastener l9. 
As seen in Figs. 

with a binding 20 which 
3 and 4. ledge M is provided 

may preferably be made 
30 from leather or rubberized material having sum 
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cient strength and elasticity. This binding 20 
is ?xed along the free edge 2| 0f the ledge I4 
and embraces the same to a certain extent. In 
the present instance, the binding 20 further holds 
the tape 22 of the lower slide fastener elements 
19a and is affixed to the ledge It by means of 
stitches 23. It is wellunderstood that any other 
attaching means, such as glue or any suitable ad 
hesive may be employed instead of stitches 23., 

It is to be observed that'the upper wall 20a of 
the binding 20 is preferably of such height or 
thickness that between said upper wall 20a and 
lower slide fastener elements I91: 9. space 25 is 
created lnto‘which the reinforced end 24’ of the 
?exible cover l2 ?ts. 
This reinforced end 

closed condition of the 
abutment position'with 
ing 20. . 
As will be seen from Fig. 4, the ?exible cover 

12 may consist of two layers, an outer layer 28 
made of leather or similar strong and- pressure 
resistant material, and an inner layer 28 of can 
vas, rubberized material and the like, which may 
suitably form a lining for the .outer ,layer 28. 

24 has a rim 2: which in 
cover I! comes to lie in 
the edge 21 of the bind 

in the form of a slide _ 
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Adjacent the end 30 ‘of cover I2 there is inserted 
- between layers 28 and 29' a tape 3| carrying at its 
free end the upper slide fastener elements I9b. 
Tape 3| is preferably a?ixed intermediate said 
layers 28 and 29 by means of stitches 32. Layer 
29 is preferably doubled up or folded over to form 

\ the reinforced end 24 which may be thus at 
\‘tached tovthe layers 28 and 29, as it is well under 
stood. 
As may be easily realized from Figs. 3 and 4, 

cover I2 when being moved down onto the rela 
tively sti?' frame or ledge I4 in the direction of 
arrow A to achieve closing of the suitcase I0, will 

_ said binding and the top surface of the ledge I4 I 
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immediately adjust itself with respect to the ' 
space 25 so that the slide fastener elements I 9a 
and I9b may be readily actuated by the slide 33 
to close the cover I2 on the suitcase I0. 
As can be seen from Fig. 3, reinforced end 24 

in closed condition of cover I2 is received within 
the space 25 and protects the interior I5 of the 
suitcase I0 against access of dust from the out 
side through slide fastener I9. ' 

It is well understood that the binding 20 and 
the reinforced end 24 of layer 29 may also be 

' made of rubber or other pliable and plastic mate 
rial to bring about a substantially tight engaging 
?t and meander-shaped connection between the 
frame-shaped ledge I4 and the cover I2 of the 
suitcase Ill. 

It will be seen from the above that although 
the cover I2 may be tightly closed on ledge I4, 
the cover is still allowedto bulge or give (indi 
cated in dot-dash line in Fig. 3) to ensure maxi 
mum ?lling capacity for the suitcase or like lug 
gage and to facilitate retention of the packed 
articles I6 beneath the surface 34 of the ledge I4, 
whereby the articles are prevented from inter 
fering with the slide fastener means or other 
closure elements usually employed. . 
Since the frame-shaped ledge I4 considerably 

reinforces the top wall I2 of the suitcase I I), a 
sturdy structure is achieved despite the fact that 
the complementary part of the top wall I2 which 
is ?exible may give so that the new suitcase com 
bines the advantages of a suitcase with entirely, 
stiff walls and of a suitcase having a ?exible wall 

' extending the entire length of the cover, 
Fig. 5 shows a similar structure as that illus 

trated in Fig. 3 with the exception that the outer 
layer 28a of‘ the cover I2a extends beyond the 
slide fastener I9 and forms a flap 28b whose end 
is closed adjacent the edge I3 of the upright side 
wall II by means of snap buttons 35 so that the 
?exible cover I2a is substantially co-extensive 
with the upright side wall‘ II although ledge I4 
is employed for the purposes and advantages 
hereinabove referred to. 

. The extension 28?) contributes to the aesthetic 
appearance of the outer shape of the suitcase or 
similar piece of luggage and further provides be 
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tween it and the ledge I4 a space 36 in which an » 
umbrella or any other elongated articles may be 
temporarily housed. This structure, .of course, 
improves further the protection of the valise or 
suitcase against dust and the like. 
Brie?y, it may be stated and it can be seen that 

there has been provided according to this inven 
tlon a suitcase or valise of the character described 
which has a substantially rigid body I0 including 
side walls II having an upper margin I3 and a 
top ledge I4. The top ledge I4, which is U-shaped 
and de?nes an opening I4a, extends substantially 
at right angle to the side walls I I and is connect 
ed to the latter at the upper margin I3 thereof. 
The inner edge 2| of the ledge I4 is provided with 
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a binding 20 forming a reinforcement. Between 

there is arranged a tape 22 carrying at its free 
end the lower slide fastener elements I9a. This 
tape is retained by said binding 29 on top of said 
ledge and extends a predetermined distance from 
said binding, whereby a space 25 is obtained be- 
tween said binding and said lower fastener ele 
ment I9a. The suitcase further includes a ?exi 
ble cover I2 which is swingably disposed on said 
suitcase body and shaped to overlie said opening 
Na in closed condition of said suitcase. The 
cover I2 includes an outer layer 28 and an inner 
layer 29 forming a lining for said outer layer, 
the inner layer terminating in a reinforced end 
24 adapted to engage at 29 said binding 20 and to 
?t within said space 25 in closed condition of the 
suitcase. 
A tape 3| carrying, upper fastener elements 

I9?) is disposed at and projects beyond said re 
inforced end 24 of said cover. The upper fastener 
elements I9b‘ are engageable with said lower 
fastener elements I9a upon closing of said cover 
and being spaced from said upright walls I I. 
According to a modi?cation of said structure, 

the outer layer 28a includes an extension ?ap 
28b overlying said binding 20, said reinforced end 
,24 and said fastener elements I9 and is adapted 
for engagement with said ledge I4 adjacent said 
upper margin I3 of said walls. Inter?tting for 
mations 35a, 351: formed of snap buttons are, re 
spectively, disposed at said ledge I4 and at said» ‘ 
extension ?ap 28b for effectuating said engage~ 
ment. 
As many possible embodiments may be made of 

the above invention, and as many changes might 
be made in the embodiments above set forth, it 
is to be understood that all matters hereinbefore 
explained or shown in the accompanying draw 
in‘g,-are to be interpreted as illustrative and not 
in a limiting sense. ‘ 

Having thus described the invention, what is‘ 
claimed as new and desired to be secured by 
Letters Patent, is: 1 

1. In a suitcase provided with upright walls; 
a, frame-shaped ledge angularly directed from 
and forming an extension of said upright walls, 
said frame-shaped ledge terminating in a free 
edge, said free edge being provided with a binde , 
ing, said binding including a tape carrying ?rst 
fastener elements, said ?rst fastener elements 
being movably positioned on said ledge and sub- " 
stantially intermediate said binding and said up 
right walls, whereby a space 'is' provided between 
said binding and said ?rst fastener elements. a 
cover arranged for position on said ledge, said 
cover terminating in a reinforced end for location 
within said space, in closed condition of said suit 
case, and a tape ?xed above and projecting beyond 
said reinforced end andcarrying secondfastener 
elements, said second fastener elements being 
complementary‘ to said ?rst fastener elements and 
facilitating closing of said ‘ suitcase. - 

2. In a suitcase provided with upright walls; 
a. frame-shaped ledge fonning an open top and 
angularly extending from said upright walls, said 
frame-shaped ledge having a free inner edge, said‘ ' 
inner edge being provided with a binding, a tape' 
carrying ?rst fast'ener elements extending from 
said binding onto said ledge for position inter 
mediate said binding and said upright walls, 
whereby a space is provided between said binding 
and said ?rst fastener elements, a ?exible cover 
for closing said open ,top of said suitcase, said 
cover including a, lining terminating in a rein 
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forced for position within said space. and a’ . 
_- tape ?xed above and proiectingbeyond said re‘ 
, inforced end and carrying second fastener ele 
ments, said second fastener elements being com 

' ple'mentary to said ?rst fastenerelements and. 
' facilitating closing of said suitcase; 

3. A suitcase and like luggage having upright 
walls comprising a frame-shaped ledge forming 
an open top and extending angularly to said ‘up 
right walls, said ledge terminating .in an edge, 
means reinforcing said edge and extending from‘ 
the latter on, said ledge, a tape carrying firstv 
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fastener elements attached to said reinforcing ‘ 
means, whereby said ?rst fastener elements come 
to lie on said ledge and substantially intermediate 15 
said reinforcing means and said upright walls to ' 
thereby form a space between said means and 
said ?rst fastener elements, a ?exible-cover ?xed‘ 
to one of said upright walls and swingable there 
about for closing said open .top of said suitcase, 
said cover including a reinforced rim, said rim 

substantially ?exible cover swingably disposed 
on said body and shaped to overlie said opening - 
vin closed condition of said suitcase, said cover 
including ‘an outer layer and an inner layer 
forming a lining for said outer‘ layer, said'inner 
layer terminating in a reinforced end‘ adapted 
to engage said binding and to ?t within said 

' space in said closed condition, and a tape carry 
ing ‘second .fastener elements and disposed at 
and projecting beyond said'reinforced end of 
said cover, said second fastener elements beingv 
engageable withl'said ?rst fastener elements upon 
closing of said cover and being spaced from said 
upright walls. ‘ ' - 

6. A suitcase or valise _ _ I 
scribed comprising a substantially rigid body in 

~ , eluding side walls having an upper margin. and 
Y a top wall, said top wall being provided with/a 
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being adapted 'for position withinsaid space, and v 
for engagement with said reinforcing means, 
whereby a substantially dustproof connection is 
obtained, and a tape projecting beyond said re 26 
inforced rim and carrying second fastener ele- , 
ments, said secondfastener elements being com-I 
'plementary to said ?rst fastener elements and 
facilitating closing of cover on said suitcase. 

4. A suitcase and like luggage having substan 
tially rigid upright walls and ‘a ?exible cover 
swingably attached thereto, a top ledgevforniing 
a frame, said frame being‘ substantially rigid 
and extending from said upright walls, said ledge 
‘having a reinforced inner edge, a tape carrying 
?rst fastener elements and extending from said 
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reinforced edge to a position substantially in- * 
termediate saidv edge and said‘ upright w‘alls, 
whereby a space is provided between ‘said rein 
forced edge and said ?rst fastener elements, said 
?exible ‘cover being adapted for position onto 
said ledge and terminating short of said up 
right walls from which said ledge extends, said 
cover including a ‘lining terminating in a rein 
forced rim, said rim being adapted for position 
within said space and for engagement with said 
reinforced inner edge, and a tape ?xedlabove 
and projecting beyond said reinforced edge and 
carrying second fastener elements for engage 
ment with said first fastener elements to ‘close 
said suitcase. - 

5. A suitcase or valise of the character, de 
scribed comprising a substantially rigid body 
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including side walls having an upper margin and . 
a top wall, said top wall being provided with a 
rectangular opening, said opening being de?ned 
by a U-shaped ledge extending substantially at 
right angle to said side walls and‘ being con 
nected to the latter at the upper margin thereof, 
the inner edge of said ledge being provided with 
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a binding forming a reinforcement of said edge,‘ , 
a tape carrying ?rst fastener elements ‘retained 
by said binding on the top of said ledge and ex- 
tending a predetermined distance from said 
binding, whereby a space is obtained between 

' said binding and said ?rst fastener elements, a 

> rectangular opening, said opening being de?ned 
by a‘ U~shaped ledge extending substantially at 

- right angle to said side walls and being connected 
to the latter at‘ the upper margin thereof, the 
inner edge of said ledge being provided‘ with a 
binding forming a reinforcement of said edge, a 
tapecarrying ?rst fastener elements retained by 
said binding on the top of said ledge and extend 
ing a predetermined distance from said binding. 
whereby a space is obtained between said binding 
and said ?rst fastener elements, a substantially . 
?exible cover swingably disposed on said body 
and shaped to overlie said opening in closed 
condition of said suitcase, said cover including 
an outer layer and an inner layer forming a 
lining for said outer layer, said inner layer ter 

, minating in a reinforced end adapted to engage 
said binding and to ?t within said space in said ~. 
closed condition, a tape carrying second fastener 
elements and disposed at and projecting beyond 
said reinforced end of said cover, said second. 
fastener ‘elements being engageable with said. 
?rst fastener elements upon closing ofsaid cover 

of the character, de-. ' 

and being spaced from said upright walls, said ' 
outer layer including an extension ?ap overlying 
said binding, said reinforced end and said 

' fastener elements and adapted for engagement 
with said ledge adjacent said upper margin of 
said side walls, andv inter?tting formations at 
said ledge and at said extension ?ap for ef 
fectuating said engagement. 

' ' , ALEX HOCHNER. 
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