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1 
This invention has for its object to provide an 

apparatus for use more particularly by brick 
layers in the construction of dwellings, but ap 
plicable also to other analogous uses. 
The invention in brief consists in a road vehi 

cle embodying a horizontal frame, at least two 
platforms thereon, one platform serving to carry 
the construction and another to carry building 
materials, means for raising and depressing said 
platforms independently on vertical lines nor 
mal to ?xed points on the respective platforms 
to occupy any of an in?nite number of selected 
positions and means for constantly maintaining 
the platforms in horizontal positions during said 
raising and depressing operations. 

Referring to the accompanying diagrammatic 
drawings— . 

Figure 1 is a side View of one convenient con 
struction of portable apparatus embodying the 
present invention. 

Figure 2 is an end view thereof. 
Figure 3 is a side view of a modi?ed construc 

tion, 
Figure 4 being an end view thereof. 
Figure 5 is a side view of a further modi?ed 

construction, and 
Figure 6 is an end view thereof. 
In one mode of. carrying the invention into ef-, 

feet, as illustrated by way of ‘example in Figures 
1 and 2, I employ a base a which forms part of 
a movable vehicle furnished with a pair of wheels 
bb, the said base being provided with four adjust 
able feet c, whereby it can be supported rigidly 
upon the ground. On this base are secured four 
rigid upright posts 11 serving to carry a pair of 
separate and independently movable platforms 
e)‘, the latter being slidable upwardly or down 
wardly on the posts. The length of the posts is 
such as will allow the platforms to be elevated to 
an extent convenient to the building of (for ex 
ample) dwellings of one or more stories. One of 
the platforms serves to carry the constructor, 
and the other to carry bricks and other building 
materials. As the platforms are independently 
movable, they can be moved to different levels, 
so that the one carrying the materials can be 
raised to a height above that occupied by the 
constructor, and thus support the materials in 
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a position in which they can be conveniently ' 
handledby him, The latter platform can also be 
lowered at any time to a position near ground 
level for reloading as and when required, With 
out disturbing the other platform. 
Each platform is actuated by a pair of vertical 

screw-threaded shafts It which pass through 
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2 . 

screw-threaded parts g on the platforms. One of 
each pair of screws is rotatable by a handle it and 
each pair of shafts are geared together by bevel 
Wheels 1‘ and shafts 7' also furnished with handles 
m. Also the screw servesnas an additional sup 
porting post. 
In another construction illustrated in Figures 

2 and 3, each platform is carried by three exten 
sible supports n constructed in the form of lazy 
tongs. 

supports associated with each platform for ex 
tending or contracting this support, and this 
screw is geared by means of bevel Wheels p and 
a shaft q with similar screws combined with the 
other extensible ‘supports. Operating handles 1‘ 
are provided for rotating the shafts 0. 
In another construction illustrated in Figures 

5 and 6, I employ telescopic tubular supports s 
each adapted to co-operate in the manner of the 
ram and cylinder of a hydraulic jack, operating 
liquid being supplied to the interiors of the sup 
ports by a pump t carried on the base. 

It will be apparent that the invention is capa 
ble of being carried out in a variety of ways, and 

. is therefore not limited to such examples as those 
above described, but in all cases at least two in 
dependently movable platforms are provided on 
the one base, and the latter may conveniently 
form part of a trailer vehicle, though this latter 
feature is not essential. . 
By the use of two independently movable plat 

forms, the operations involved in building of 
dwellings and the like can be greatly expedited 
and facilitated, and the need for the usual scaf 
folding and ladders is dispensed with. The con 
structor is enabled easily to adjust his position 
progressively to suit the increasing height of the 
part undergoing erection, and his mate is enabled 
to keep him supplied with material with a mini 
mum of exertion. ~ ' ‘ 

Whilst primarily intended for use in building 
operations, the. invention is not limited thereto, 
as it may be applied to other analogous uses, and 
constructional details may be modi?ed to suit 
different requirements. 

I claim: 
1. A road vehicle embodying a horizontal 

frame, at least two platforms thereon, one plat 
form serving to carry the construction and an 
other to carry building materials, means for 
‘raising and depressing said platforms independ 
ently on vertical lines normal to ?xed points on 
the respective platforms to occupy any of an in 
finite number of selected positions and means for 

An actuating screw 0 is combined with, 
one end of one of the lower links of one of the 
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constantly maintaining‘ the platforms in hori 
zontal positions during said raising and depress 
ing operations. 

2. Portable apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the means for elevating and depressing 
the platforms independently comprise a plural 
ity of screw-threaded shafts geared together in 
pairs, suitably positioned operating handles be 

_ ing provided for operating the shafts. 
3. Portable apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 

wherein each of said platforms are carried on a 
set of at least three lazy-tongs units, means be 
ing provided for applying forces to at least one of 
the said units of each set to effect extension or 
collapsing of the units associated with each in 
dividual platform. 

4. Portable apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said means for elevating or depressing 
the platforms comprise hydraulic ram units. 

5. A road vehicle as claimed in claim 1 where 
in'the frame is mounted on only two road wheels 

and is furnished with a plurality of adjustable 
feet. 

FRANK LANCHESTER. 
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