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1 
This invention relates to improvements in sig 

nals for rural mail boxes. 
My object is to supply a simple and inexpensive 

mechanism for signaling to rural mail box users 
that mail matter has been deposited in their mail 
box. 

Also, my object is to construct a signal which 
will be an attachment to any standard rural mail 
boX. 
In my drawing 
Fig. 1 is a fragmentary side view of a rural mail 

box showing signal trapped down against the 
mail box by the door flange; Fig. 2 is a front ele 
vation of the same; Fig. 3 is an enlarged drawing 
of the signal itself in upright signaling position; 
Fig. 4 is a cross section of same on a line 4_4, 
Fig. 3; and Fig. 5 is an enlarged top view show 
ing method of attachment, on a line 5_5, Fig. 1. 

I construct this signaling mechanism by cutting 
a piece of sheet metal into a square shape 6, Fig. 

, 3, and to achieve a diamond shape in the upright 
position, I affix one corner 1 to one end of a coil 
spring 8, the other end of the coil spring I afñx 
to a metal base 9 projecting laterally into a point 
I0. , 

0n the square of sheet metal I paint a brightly 
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colored spot I9 on a dark background, for the Y 
sake of good visibility. 

, The attachment to the mail box is accom 
plished by forcing the pointed base I0, Figures 3 
and 5, into the crack I I between the riveted part 
of the catchbar I2 and top of mail box I3. , 

It is operated as follows: When the door I4, 
Figures 1 and 2, of the mail box is closed, the 
square of sheet metal 6 is pulled down and one of 
the corners I5 is inserted between the door 
ñange IB and side of box I3. There it stays 
trapped until the door I8 is opened and then the 
signal springs into an upright position I'I as an 

30 

35 

2 
indication that mail matter has been deposited 
for the tenant. 

Therefore, I claim: 
1. In an attachment for rural mail boxes, a 

visible member being held above the mail box in 
an upright displaying position by being connected 
to one end oi a helical spring, said spring provid 
ing flexibility for said Visible member to be drawn 
down and turned in any direction convenient for 
restraining same in a non-displaying position, 
the other end of said helical spring being con 
nected to a base for support, said base having a 
lateral extension ending in a point providing 
means for attachment to a mailbox. 

2. In an attachment for rural mail boxes hav 
ing a catchbar riveted to the top, a visible mem 
ber being held above the mail box in an upright 
displaying position by being connected to one end 
of a helical spring, said spring providing flexi 
bility for said visible member to be drawn down 
and turned in any direction convenient for re 
straining same ina non-displaying position, the 
other end of said helical spring being connected 
to a base for support, said base having a lateral 
extension by means of which the attachment is 
kept a?ixed under the catchbar between the 
rivets on top of the mail box. 
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