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This invention relates to toys and more par 
ticularly pertains to toy blocks generally termed 
building blocks. 
The invention provides toy building blocks, 

preferably hollow cubical in form, which may 
be built up one or more upon another on their 
edges or corners in addition to the ordinary man 
ner of building them up face upon face. In 
other words, the blocks may not only be built 
up with the faces of the several blocks in con~ 
tact, but they may also be built up edge to face, 
edge to edge, corner to face, corner to edge, and 
corner to corner. 

The invention will be understood from the fol 
lowing description when considered in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings forming 
a part thereof, and in which: 

Figs. 1, 2 and 3 are perspective views of blocks 
embodying the invention; 

Figs. 4, 5, 6 and '7 are. views illustrating the 
manner in which the blocks may be built up one 
upon another; 

Fig. 8 is a partial sectional View on an enlarged 
scale showing the manner in which the blocks 
are inter?tted corner to corner, and 

Figs. 9, 10 and 11 are plan'views,'in unfolded 
form, of the blocks shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3 re 
spectively. 
Like characters of reference refer to the same 

or to similar parts throughout the several views. 
In the form of the invention illustrated, the 

blocks are made of cardboard or other suitable 
sheet material such as a plastic, or metal, or the 
like, which is cut to form closed boxes of hollow 
cubical form, and have one or more slots 01' cut 
out portions of various con?gurations on their 
faces or edges, or both. In general, the slots and 
cut-out portions are so arranged and disposed 
as to receive the edge or corner of another block 
placed thereon. 
Referring to the drawings, the block It] shown 

in Fig. 1 is folded into a closed box-like block 
from the blank ll shown in Fig. 9. The upper 
face l2 has a centrally disposed elongated slot 
l3 parallel with two sides of the block and with 
communicating V-shaped notches [4 in the sides 
l5 and I6 and the extension ll. The lower face 
“3 has a similar elongated slot IS with communi 
cating veshaped notches 2D in the sides l5 and 
I6 and the extension 2|. 
are adapted to receive an edge portion of another 
block. 
Block 22 shown in Fig‘. 2 is folded into a closed 

box-like block from the blank 23 shown in Fig. 10. 
The upper face 24 has a centrally located circular 

These slots [3 and I9 . ‘ 
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‘opening 25 which is adapted to receive the cor 
ner portion of another block and to support the 
other block in any suitable position relative 
thereto. The adjoining sides 26 and 21 are cut to 
form a V-shaped notch 28 in the edge portion 
of the block and which is adapted to receive an 
edge portion of another block with the edges of 
the blocks at right angles to each other. The 
adjoining sides 29 and 30 have a similar notch 
3i. The-adjoining sides 21 and 29 have a notch 
32 which is. arranged and disposed to receive 
an edge portion of another block with the edges 
at an angle other than a right angle. The ad 
joining edge portions of the side 29 and the bot 
tom face 32" have a notch 33 which is arranged 
to receive the corner portion of another block 
in a predetermined position relative to the sup 
porting block. 
Block 34 shown in Fig. 3 is folded into a closed 

box-like block from the blank 35 shown in Fig. 
11. The upper face 36 has a triangular-shaped 
cut-out portion 3'! arranged to receive the corner 
portion of another block. The bottom face 38 
has a similar cut-out portion 39 but disposed 
with one side of the triangle parallel with a side 
of the bottom face instead of parallel to the end 
thereof as in the case of the cut-out portion 31 
to provide for a different relative position of the 
other block as compared with the position when 
the cut-out portion 31 is employed to receive 
the corner of the other block. The side 4!] has 
an elongated slot 4| disposed diagonally therein 
and which is arranged to receive an edge por 
tion of another block. The side 42 has a similar 
elongated slot 43 excepting that it is disposed on 
the other diagonal, as viewed in Fig. 3. The 
notches 44 in the ?aps 45 and 46 register with 
the cut-out portion 31, and the notch 41 in flap 
48 and the notch 49 in ?ap 50 register with the 
cut~0ut portion 39. The notch 5! in extension 
52 which is secured by adhesive or the like to 
the side 42, registers with the slot 43. The ad 
joining sides 42 and 53 have ‘a notch 54 of the 
shape shown adjacent one corner 55 which is 
adapted to receive the corner portion of another 
block in the manner shown in Fig. 8, it being 
understood that the. other block 56 is provided 
with a notch 51 like notch 54 and in a similar 
location with respect to the corner 58. With 
notches like, or similar to, the notches 54 and 
51, blocks may be built up corner to corner. 
In folding the blocks from the blanks l l, 23 

and 35, the extensions 60 and 52 preferably are 
secured to the ‘side of the block which is adjoin 
ing the side with which the extension is integral, 



by any suitable adhesive or other securing means. 
The other extensions, such as the extensions l1 
and 2| of blank H and. the extensions 45, 46, 48 
and 50 preferably are not secured to other por 
tions of the block, but are merely folded into box 
like form in the usual manner, as shown in Figs. 
1, 2 and 3. 
In Fig. 4, a block In is placed upon a supporting 

surface with a slot I3 in its upper face and a block 
34 is placed with one edge thereof in the slot |3 
of block ID in edge to face relationship. A block 
22 is placed on the block 34 with the notch 32 in 
position to receive the uppermost horizontal edge 
of the block 34', so that the blocks 32 and 34 are 
in edge to edge relationship. 
In Fig. 5, two blocks 34 are laid on a supporting 

surface with a vertical edge of one adjacent a 
vertical edge of another and with slots 4| in the 
upper face of each block. A block I0 is placed on 
each block 34 with its lower horizontal edge in 
the slot 4| in the position shown, and a block I0’ 
is laid in the V-shaped space between the upper 
portions of the blocks l0 with one face in en 
gagement with one face of each block iii. A 
block 22 is placed upon block Iii’ in edge to edge 
relationship with a slot 3| receiving the upper 
horizontal edge portion of the block It’. 
In Fig, 6, a ‘block 34 is placed on a supporting 

surface with a triangular cut-out portion 31 or 
39 in the upper surface of the block. A similar 
block, designated 34’, is placed on block 34 with 
one corner in the cut-out portion 3? or 39, so that 
the blocks are in corner to face relationship. A 
second similar block 34" is supported on the block 
34’ in corner to corner relationship therewith in 
the manner shown more in detail in Fig. 8. 

In Fig. 7, a block ill on a supporting surface 
with a slot l3 in its upper face, supports a block 
34 with one edge portion in the slot [3 in edge 
to face relationship. A block 34’, similar to block 
34, is supported on block 34 in face to edge re 
lationship with a slot 4| or 43 receiving the up 
permost edge of the block 34. 
Many arrangements other than those shown in 

Figs. 5, 6 and 7 are possible, although these ?g 
ures are illustrative of the many various relation 
ships in which the blocks may be built up one 
upon another.‘ In consequence, the blocks may 
be built up to produce a wide variety of structures 
and they afford means for the exercise of a high 
degree of ingenuity in assembling the blocks, 
Each block may be provided with one or more 

of the slots or cut-out portions, or both, and in 
any desired combination thereof. For example, 
two or more slots or cut-out portions may be lo 
cated in a single face of a block so that the cut 
out portions overlap or not, as may be desired. 
Additionally, the blocks may be other than cu 
bical in form, that is, one or two cross sections 
may be rectangular, rather than square. The 
word “parallelopiped” as used in the claims, in 
cludes a six sided block Whether any cross 
section is square or rectangular. Moreover, the 
blocks may be molded from any suitable material 
such as plastic or papier mache, and the slots and 
cut-out portions may be provided with bottoms 
which are shaped to conform to the outer con 
tour of the portion of the block which is secured 
in the slot or cut-out portion. With this arrange 
ment, the blocks will be hollow but there will be 
no openings through the ‘walls of the blocks as 
in the form illustrated in the drawings.‘ The 
term “slot” or “cut-out portion” used in the 
claims includes within its meaning slots or cut 
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out portions having bottoms as described or their 
equivalent. 

Since variations are possible in the form and 
location of the several slots and cut-out portions 
as well as in the blocks themselves without de 
parting from the principles of the invention, it 
will be understood that the invention is not to be 
limited excepting by the scope of the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A toy building block having a plurality of 

plane intersecting faces free of projections and 
having a rectilinear cut-out portion in an edge 
portion thereof shaped and positioned substan 
tially to ?t and to receive therein an edge por 
tion of another block of similar con?guration so 
that the other block may be supported in bal 
anced position solely on the block in edge to edge 
relationship. 

2. A toy building block having a plurality of 
plane intersecting faces free of projections and 
having a rectilinear cut-out portion in an edge 
portion thereof shaped and positioned substan 
tially to ?t and to receive therein an edge portion 
of another block of similar con?guration so that 
the other block may be supported in balanced 
position solely on the block in edge to corner re 
lationship. 

73. A toy building block having a plurality of 
plane intersecting faces free of projections and 
having a rectilinear cut-out portion in a corner 
portion thereof shaped and positioned substan 
tially to ?t and to receive therein a corner por 
tion of another block of similar con?guration so 
that the other block may be supported in bal 
anced position solely on the block in corner to 
corner relationship. 

4. A toy building block having a plurality of 
plane intersecting faces free of projections and 
having a rectilinear cut-out portion in an edge 
portion thereof shaped and positioned substan 
tially to ?t and to receive therein an edge portion 
of another block of similar con?guration so that 
the other block may be supported in balanced 
position solely on the block in edge to edge rela 
tionship with the edges extending substantially 
at right angles to each other. 

5. A toy building block having a plurality of 
plane intersecting faces free of projections and 
having a rectilinear cut-out portion in an edge 
portion thereof shaped and positioned substan 
tially to ?t and to receive therein an edge portion 
of another block of similar con?guration so that 
the other block may be supported in balanced 
position solely on the block in edge to edge rela 
tionship with the edges extending at an angle 
other than a right angle to each other. 

6. A toy building block having a plurality of 
plane, intersecting faces free of projections and 
having in at least one face thereof and of smaller 
extent than said face a rectilinear cut-out por 
tion shaped and positioned substantially to ?t and 
to receive therein an edge portion of another 
block of similar con?guration so that the other 
block may be supported in balanced position solely 
on the block with the faces of the blocks out of 
substantial contact. 

7. A hollow toy building block having a plu 
rality of plane, intersecting'faces free of projec 
tions and having in at least one face thereof and 
of smaller extent than said face a, rectilinear cut 
out portion shaped and positioned substantially 
to ?t and to receive therein an edge portion of 
another block of similar configuration so that the 
other block may be supported in balanced position 
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solely on the block with the faces of the blocks 
out of substantial contact. 

8. A hollow toy building block of parallelopiped 
form having a plurality of plane, intersecting 
faces free of projections and having in at least 
one face thereof and of smaller extent than said 
face a, rectilinear cut-out portion shaped and po 
sitioned substantially to ?t and to receive therein 
an edge portion of another block of similar con 
?guration so that the other block may be support 
ed in balanced position solely on the block with 
the faces of the blocks out of substantial contact. 

> 9. A hollow toy building block of cubical form 
free of projections from the faces thereof and 
having in at least one face thereof and of smaller 
extent than said face a rectilinear cut-out portion 
shaped and positioned substantially to ?t and to 
receive therein an edge portion of another block 
of cubical form so that the other block may be 
supported in balanced position solely on the block 
with the faces of the blocks out of substantial 
contact. 

10. A hollow toy building block folded into cubi 
cal form from a box-like blank and having in at 
least one face thereof and of smaller extent than 
said face a rectilinear cut-out portion shaped 
and positioned substantially to ?t and to receive 
therein an edge portion of‘another block of cubi 
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cal form so that the other block may be supported 
in balanced position solely on the block with the 
faces of the blocks out of substantial contact. 

11. A toy building block having a plurality of 
plane intersecting faces free of projections and 
having in at least one face thereof and of smaller 
extent than said face a rectilinear cut-out portion 
shaped and positioned substantially to ?t and to 
receive therein a corner portion of another block 
of similar con?guration so that the other block 
may be supported in balanced position solely on 
the block in corner to face relationship. 

WILLIAM N. DE SHERBININ. 
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