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My invention relates to a new and improved 
apron, which is open at its rear and which is pro 
vided-with a neck-spring and also with a waist 
spring for detachably holding the apron on the 
body of the user, at the neck and waist. 
The improved apron can be made at low cost, 

and the respective springs can be easily removed 
and replaced, when the apron is laundered and 
ironed. 
Other objects and advantages are stated in 

the annexed description and drawings, which il 
lustrate a preferred embodiment thereof. 

Fig. 1 is a front perspective View of the im 
proved apron, with the neck spring held vertical. 

Fig. 2 isa section on the line 2-—2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a rear perspective view of a part of the 

apron. The neck spring is shown in vertical posi 
tion, and the waist spring is shown in horizontal 
position. The representations of parts _of the 
rear fabric layers are omitted. 

Fig. 4 is a section on the line ll—4 of Fig. 1. 
Fig, 5 is a top perspective View of the neck 

spring. 
Fig. 6 is a section on the line 6—‘5 of Fig. 5. 
The body of the apron is made of a front body 

layer l of fabric or other material. Said front 
body-layer I has outer marginal edges, and it is 
cut out at its top between its respective longi 
tudinal marginal edge-portions to provide a neck 
opening N, which has a curved edge, which is 
joined to the respective marginal edge-portions 
of the body-layer I, by transverse and separate 
edge-portions 2a and 2b, so that the neck open 
ing N is open at its rear. The entire apron is 
open at its rear. 
The marginal edges of the body-layer I, includ 

ing the curved edge-portion of the neck opening 
N and its separate edge-portions 2a and 2b, are 
?nished by a fabric strip or tape 2. which is folded 
at its outer edge to provide two layers of tape 
fabrio. Said doubled tape 2 also encloses the ad 
jacent respective edge-portions of a rear, sup 
plemental layer of fabric or other material H], 
which forms a rear neck-pocket for receiving the 
neck spring Ii, in combination with the front 
body-layer I. 

Said rear layer ill, above its transverse bot 
tom edge Elia, has the same contour as the respec 
tive part of the front body-layer I, including the 
edge-portion of its curved neck opening and the 
separate edge-portions 2a, and 2b of said layer 
l at the rear of said neck opening N. 
The stitches M connect the edge-tape 2 to all 

the edges of the body-layer l, including the 
curved edge-portion of its neck opening N, and 
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2 
the separate edge-portions 2a and. 2b. Said. 
doubled tape 2 also connects the layer l to all the 
edge-portions of the rear layer it], with the ex 
ception of the bottom transverse edge Illa of layer 
I ll, which is horizontal in Fig. 3. _ 
Close to the horizontal bottom edge l?a of; the 

rear layer Hi, said rear layer H! is connected to 
the body-layer l by horizontal stitches ll, which 
are interrupted, in order to provide a bottom open 
ing [2 for said rear neck-pocket. The neck spring 
4 is a split ring which is made of resilient metal or 
other springy material. It has a cylindrical body, 
whose ends 5a and 5b are bent reversely, to pro 
vide respective loops. These loops provide en 
larged ends of the neck spring A. The ends of sai 
loops abut the body of the neck spring 4. ' 
Between said loops, the body of the neck spring 

6i is cylindrical and said body is located in a single 
plane. The end-loops are substantially perpen 
dicular to said plane. 
When the ends 5a and 5b are} forced to contact 

each other by ?exing the neck spring 4 out of 
its normal shape of Figs. 5 and 6, the cylindrical 
bodyof said neck spring is substantially an an 
nulus whose inner circumferential surface ele 
ment is the circumference of a circle. ' 
In normal shape, the enlarged endsia and 5b 

are slightly separated from each other. These 
separate ends 5a and 5b can be readilyio‘rced 
away from each other, out of their normal posi 
tions of Figs. 5 and 6, by ?exing the body of the 

‘ neck spring but of its normal annular shape. 
In order to insert the neck spring 4 into oper 

ative position, its end So, for example, can be in 
serted into-the neck-pocket, through the bottom 
opening 52 of said neck-pocket. This can be 
done without ?exing the-,neck spring ll out of its 
normal shape. 
The neck spring 6 is then turned relative to 

the neck-pocket, without ?exing said neck spring 
4 out of its normal shape, until the end 5a of 
said neck spring 4 abuts the edge-portion 2b of 
said neck-pocket. The upper part of the apron 
is then bent, while turning the neck-spring 4 
without ?exing it, until the exposed end 5b is . 
below the bottom opening 12 of the neck-pocket, 
while the end 5a is located at the corner be 
tween the edge-portion 2b and the curved edge 
portion of the neck-pocket. 
The neck spring 4 is then slightly ?exed, so 

as to insert the exposed end 5b into the neck 
pocket, through its bottom opening l2. 
The neck spring 4 is then turned relative to 

the neck-pocket, until the enlarged ends 50. and 
51) substantially abut the corners between the 
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edge-portions 2a and 2b and the curved edge 
portion of the neck opening N. The body of the 
neck spring 4 then substantially abuts the curved 
edge-portion of the neck opening N. 
The edge-portions 2a and 2b are then yield 

ingly held in substantially abutting position. 
The opening I2 is of su?icient width, so that 

when it is desired to remove the neck spring 4 
from the neck-pocket, the body of said neck 
spring 4 can ‘be easily ‘turned without ?exing it, 
until one of the‘ends 5a or 512 is moved out of 
the neck-pocket through the bottom opening 8. 
with only slight flexure of said neck spring 4. 
The neck spring can then be easily slid out of 
the neck-pocket. Either end of the neck spring 
can be initially inserted or removed. 
The improved neck-pocket is much superior 

to an ordinary hem, because it is possible to use 
a‘ neck spring which has substantially enlarged 
ends 5a and 5b of smooth contour, and to use a 
neck spring which is substantially a continuous 
annulus, when said neck spring isinnormal shape. 

As an example, when the neck spring 4 is in 
normal, un?exed shape, the internal diameter 
of its body is approximately 5.25 inches; and the 
distance :between the enlarged ends is about 0.5 
inchv The width of the bottom opening I2 is 
about 6 inches. At the edge Illa, the width of 
the apron is 10-11 inches. 
Hence the width of the bottom opening 12 is 

substantially equal to the normal diameter or 
maximum width of the body or the neck spring, 
whosethickness is small. The slight excess of 
the normal internal diameter of the neck spring 
,4, over the width of the bottom opening, l2, pne 
vents the neck spring 4 from vfalling out of the 
neck-pocket. 
At its waist, ‘the garment has a hem H, which 

is ‘closed at its ends, and which has two openings 
8 adjacent and intermediate its closed ends. 
Said hem His formed ‘by ‘a supplemental rear 

layer of fabric 415, which is stitched to layer I 
by top stitches 6 and bottom stitches 1. Stitches 
6 may be a continuation ‘of stitches 44, which 
connect the two layers of the folded edge-tape 2 
to each other and to the intermediate layer I. 
The waist spring 19 is a resilient, split steel ring 

or band, which has smooth ends, so that it can 
be readily inserted into and removed from hem 
H, through either of the hem-openings .8. 
The springs 4 and :9 can‘be easily transverse-1y 

enlarged or expanded by ?exing their free ends 
away from each other, in order to put the apron 
on and to take it off, thus eliminating buttons, 
zipperaand other fastening devices. 
These springs releasably engage the neck and 

waist of the user. _ - 

4 
The two layers of the neck-pocket are uncon 

nected to each other, save by the edge-tape 2' 
and the stitches II. 

I have described a preferred embodiment of 
my invention, but numerous changes and omis 
sions and additions can be made without depart 
ing from its scope. 
The spring 9 at the waist may have the same 

construction as the neck-spring 4. The reversely 
bent ends {5a and 5b may abut the cylindrical body 
of the Wire 4, instead of being in loop-form. The 
shape of the neck-opening may be any desired 
shape, with a corresponding change in the shape 
of the neck-spring 4. 

I claim: 
An apron which comprises a body-layer of fab 

ric, said body-layer having outer longitudinal 
marginal edges at the top portion of said body 
layer, said body-layer having a cut-out which 
provides a neck-opening between said marginal 
edges at the top of said apron, said body-layer 
haying separate edges at the rear of said neck 
epening, a supplemental layer of fabric which is 
located at the rear of said body-layer, said sup 
plemental lay-er extending transversely across the 
respective part of said body-layer, the bottom 
edge of said supplemental layer ‘being below said 
neck-opening, said supplemental layer having a 
cut-out which coincides with said ?rst-mentioned 
cut-out, said supplemental layer and said body 
.layer being continuously stitched to each other 
at the edges of said cut-outs and at said longi 
tudinal marginal edges, said bottom edge being 
stitched "to the body-layer by transverse stitches 
which are interrupted substantially at the median 
point of said bottom edge, a blade neck-spring 
which is located between said layers and which 
abuts the connected edges of said cut-outs, said 
neck-spring being shaped to be inserted between 
said layers and to be removed from its position 
between said layers at said median point. 
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