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The present invention relatesto mail boxes of 
the type commonly used outdoors on rural deliv 
ery routes. 
The primary object of the invention is to pro 

vide simpler and more compact construction than 
that in prior devices of this type. 
Another object is to- provide a mail box which 

'will a?ord complete protection for the mail mat 
ter in bad weather and also may be readily 
opened and closed, and when opened the box will 
be caused to rise and move in the direction of 
the deliveryman’s vehicle with the door simulta~ 
neously moving into open position to permit mail 
to be easily placed in or removed therefrom. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a simple closure of the drop type which may be 
operated by a handle on the side to open and 
close the box. . 
With- the foregoing and other objects and ad 

vantages in view the invention consists of the 
construction and arrangement of parts herein 
after described and claimed. 
In the‘accompanying drawings illustrating the 

invention, , 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the mail box with 
a portion of its side broken away and showing 
the operation of the device in dotted lines. 

Figure 2 is a horizontal section on the line 
2-4 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a front elevation of the device. 
Figure 4 is an enlarged detail sectional view 

v of a portion of one side of the mail box, showing 
the attachment for the rear, fulcrumecl lever 
arms. 

Similar numerals designate the same parts of 
construction throughout the description and 
drawings. 

l represents the body of the mail box which 
is constructed of suitable weather proof metal 
with atop rounded, as at 2, to prevent the ac 
cumulation of snow, ice and rain water. A bot 
tom 3 is provided for the inside of the box. The 
box is closed at its rear and provided with a 
hinged, drop-door 4 at its front. This door is 
constructed with a ?ange 5 around the sides and 
top which is adapted to enclose the opening at 
the front of the box and effectually‘ exclude rain, 
moisture and snow. The door is provided with 
a hinge 6 located on the outside at its bottom 
edge. One leaf of the hinge is attached to a 
horizontal platform ‘I mounted on a post 8 or 
other suitable support while the other leaf is 
attached to the door. The leaf which is attached 
to the door is provided with a transverse shoul 
der 9 adapted to serve as a stop to limit the 
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downward movement of the drop-door by con 
tacting the lower leaf of the hinge. This shoul 
der 9 also serves to shield the hinge-joint from 
snow and ice. 

’ The door 4 is attached to the body I by means 
of a transversely-disposed plate l0 provided with 
integral arms H, H projecting at right angles 
therefrom. The plate l0 may be riveted or other 
wise secured to the inside face of the door adja 
cent to its bottom edge and the ends of the arms 
are pivotally attached to vthe opposite inner walls 
of the box near the bottom at a point approxi 
mately one-third of the length from front to 
rear. Plates it’ are attached to the opposite sides 
I3 of platform ‘I at a suitable distance from its 
front end and pivotally secured to each of said 
plates is an elongated, upwardly-disposed rocker 
arm [4, located outside the box and pivotally se 
cured at its upper end between two integral, par 
allel ears I?) which are secured on the outside of 
the box and project downwardly. The box is 
provided at one side‘and near the front with a 
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handle 16, by means of which the box may be 
readily opened and closed. . 
In operation, a forward pull on the handle 16 

will lift the box from the platform and at the 
same time cause it to move forward. While this 
is occurring the door will open and move down 
ward to the position shown in dotted lines in 
Figure 1. The forward movement of the body is 
facilitated by the action of lever arms H and 
I4, fulcrumed as they are at their lower ends on 
the platform ‘I. The two ears l5, which are joined 
at their tops, serve as housings for the pivotal 
joints of the upper ends of the rocker arms 14, 
thus protecting these joints from snow and ice. 
Having thus described my invention what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is: 
A mail box and support therefor, said box com 

prising a body wholly enclosed except for an 
opening in the front end thereof, a door in as 
sociation with said opening, ears on the sides of 
said box near the top thereof, rocker arms each 
having one end pivotally secured to each of said 
ears, the other end of each rocker arm being 
pivotally secured to said support on opposite 
sides thereof, said door being pivotally mounted 
on said support, arms extending from the base 
of said door interiorly of said body, pivotal con 
nections between the extremities of said last 
mentioned arms and the sides of said body ad 
jacent the base thereof at a point forwardly of 
the pivot point of said rocker arms on said sup 
port, whereby upon forward movement of said 



2,420,699 
3 

body in a horizontal plane forward movement of 
the pivot point of said last-mentioned arms will 
e?ect opening of said door, and a handle member 
on the side of said body to facilitate forward 
movement thereof. 

IVAN COX. 
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