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My inventionrelatesv to products such as mask 
 Ving discs, labels, transfers and the like which em. 
body a layer of adhesive material. Inparticular, 
my invention relates to constructions whereby 
larticles of this character may be handled in large 
numbers and easily and quickly applied in use. 
Masking discs are employed in the aircraft in 

dustry and elsewhere for covering bolt holes and 
other apertures in the surface ofl an article to be 
sprayed with paint or similarly treated. These 
discs are generally formed of paper or other sheet 
material and have one face thereof provided with 
a layer of adhesive material, The discs are ap 
plied in practice by simply pressing them against 
the article so that the edges of the disc overlie 
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Another object of my invention is to provide a 

construction whereby a large number of masking 
discs or similar elements may be conveniently as 
sembled and dispensed. A ' , , 

A further object of my invention is to provide 
a method and means for dispensing masking discs 
and similar elements in a convenient manner so 
that they may be readily and quickly removed 
and applied in use.v " ,c 

These and other objects and features of my 
, invention will appear from the following descrip 
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and adhere ̀to the edges of the aperture and for ` 
this reason they generally are provided with a 
layer of permanently adhesive or "pressure sensi 
tive” material. However, such adhesives have a 
tendency to dry out or oxidize, or otherwise lose 
their adhesive properties on exposure to the at, 
rnosphere.4 It therefore is desirable to protect 
the adhesive coated surface during storage of the 
product and prior to its use. 

to present the discs in a manner which permits 
them to be handled easily and quickly and to 
provide for ready separation of the discs from 
any protective means employed. u 
In accordance with'the present invention these 

objections to constructions of the prior art are 
overcome by providing astrip or sheet of per 
forate supporting material such as wide mesh 
fabric, crinoline, gauze, skrim or netting by which 
the adhesive coated discs are carried so as to 
present them in an arrangement or. assembly 
which will permit the discs to be readily grasped 
by the operator and removed from the supporting 
material for application to the work; Further, in 
order to prevent drying out or deterioration of 
`the adhesive during storage and prior to use, the 
product is provided with a layer of imperforate 
sheet material which is applied over the open 
mesh fabric and releasably bonded to the adhe 
sive through the openings in the supporting sheet. 
In this way’it is possible to cover and seal the 
face of the adhesive so as to protect it against 
deterioration, although the impervious sheet is 
actually in contact with only a limited area of 
the adhesive. ' 

One of the objects of the present invention is 
to provide a package and method whereby pieces v 

_ or elements having a permanently adhesive sur 

Moreover, wheny 
. using such discs in large numbers it is necessary 
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tion thereof in which reference is made to the 
figures of the accompanying drawing. 
In the drawing: ‘ y 

Fig. 1 is a perspective of a typical form of 
product embodying my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view through 
a portion of ïthe construction illustrated in Fig. 1 
and - 

Fig. 3 is a perspective of an alternative form of 
product embodying my invention with parts of 
the assembly shown in separated relation. 
In that form of my invention chosen for pur 

poses of illustration and. shown in Figs.v 1 and 2 
I provide a strip of perforate supporting mate 
rial 2 in the form of open mesh fabric such as 
crinoline, gauze, skrim, netting or the like. To 
this Vmaterial are applied masking discs each of 
which embodiesv a layer of _backing material 4 
such as paper or the like and a layer of adhesive 
material 6 which is in contact with the open 
mesh fabric. The adhesive may be of anypre 
ferred type but preferably is a permanently ad 
hesive material such as those known inthe trade 
as "pressure sensitive” adhesives, some of which 
are formed of or contain rubber, resins, or other 
plastic materials. » 

The adhesive preferably is of such thickness 
that it will project at least part Way through 
the openings in the perforate supporting sheet 
and into contact with an impervious sealing sheet 
8 as shown at IU in Fig. 2.l 'I'he layer of imper 
forate sealing material 8 may be formed of paper, 
Cellophane, holland cloth, or the like, and is ap 
plied to the face of the open mesh fabric opposite 

‘ to that t0 which the masking discs are applied 
but engages the adhesive through the openings in 
the fabric 2. In this way the sheet 8 serves to 

v seal and protect the surface of the adhesive, al 
50 

face may be conveniently handled and stored ' 
>.without deterioration of the adhesive. ' 55 

though it does not actually contact the adhesive 
_ throughout the entire area of the disc. 

With this construction the masking discs may 
be made andassembled with the layer of pro-L 
tecting impervious and the layer of open mesh 
fabric and the resulting strip may be formed into 
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a roll. as illustrated in Fig. 1 for convenience in 
shipping and handling large numbers of discs 
at a time. When _the discs are to be used the im 
pervious sealing sheet 8 is stripped from the open 
mesh fabric or from a suitable length thereof to 
render a number of the sealing discs available for 
use and at thesame time> present the adhesive in 
a fresh, effective condition. Moreover, the fact 
that the protective layer l does not actually en 
gage the adhesive throughout the entire surface 
thereof renders it easy to separate the sealing 
strip while avoiding removal of any substantial 
amount of adhesive from the masking discs. ` 
The sealing discs may be arranged on the per-v 

forate supporting strip in any.;desired way to 
facilitate removal and use thereof.. As shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2, the discs are arranged in rows on a 
strip of crinoline and the front edge i2 of each 
disc _in a row overlaps the rear edge Il of the 
preceding disc. The amount of this overlapping 
is limited and preferably is just sufficient to cause 
the'operation of removing one disc from the strip 
to turn up or slightly raise the front edge I2 of the 
following disc. As shown in Fig. 1, no more than 
about one-fourth of the circumference of each 
disc should be located beneath an adjacent disc. 
The removal of each masking disc thereby may 
be effected easily, but at the same time serves to 
prepare the next disc for removal and presents 
it in a form tol be readily grasped for removal 
from the strip and application to the work. 
Moreover, it is found in actual practice that when 
an operator grasps such an upturned edge of the 
disc, with the thumb and fingers, it will be held 
in position for direct application to the work and 
need not be manipulated further to arrange it for 
use. In this way it is possible to apply many 

' times more masking discs in a given length of 
time than has been possible when using con 
structions of the prior art. Furthermore,` there 
is no danger of the adhesive drying out or oxidiz 

i ing during storage or shipment of the product so 
that quality of the adhesive remains unlmpaired 
and the discs remain securely in place on the 
work. 
In that form of my invention illustrated in Fig. 

, 3 of the drawing, the masking discs i6 are ar 
ranged in spaced relation with respect to a layer 
of open mesh fabric i8, whereas the protective 
impervious strip 20 is applied in position to seal « 
the exposed face of the adhesive which is shown 
at 22 on the masking discs I6. 
In this construction, as in that shown in Figs. 

1 and 2, the adhesive carried by the paper or 
other backing layer 24 of the masking disc pene 
trates through the openings in the open mesh 
fabric I8 so as to contact and be sealed by the 
»protective layer of impervious material 20. 

In any of the forms of my invention the mask 
ing discs or elements can be of whatever size or 
shape may be desired. Furthermore, the inven 
tion is not limited to its __use with masking discs 
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~but may be employed with any preferred type of 
adhesive coated article such as labels, transfers, 
stickers, stamps, tape and bandages or medical 
supplies or other products which embody a layer 
of' adhesive material. Furthermore, theA adhesive 
used need not necessarily be of a permanently 
adhesive type and in fact the surface to be pro 
tected may be of 'any character which is sub 
ject to deterioration on exposure to the atmos 
phere. In view thereof it should be understood 
that the forms of my invention illustrated in the 
drawing and herein described are intended to be 
illustrative only and are not intended to limit the 
scope of my invention. 

I claim as my invention: f 
1. An article of manufacture comprising a strip 

of open mesh fabric having a plurality of masking 
discs arranged in a row on one face of the fabric 
strip, said discs each being formed of sheet ma 
terial having a coating of permanently adhesive 
material throughout that face thereof adjacent 
said fabric, and projecting at least part way 
through the openings therein, the discs in said 
row each having approximately one-fourth only 

. of >the edge thereof overlapping the edge of the 
preceding disc in a row so that removal of the pre 
ceding disc from the fabric will serve to lift and 
free the edge of an adjacent disc from the fabric 
whereby it may be grasped for removal,> and a 
layer of impervious sheet material located on the 
opposite face of said fabric and contacting said 
adhesive through the openings in said fabric. 

2. An article of manufacture comprising a strip 
of open mesh fabric in the form of a roll having 

. a plurality of masking discs arranged in a row on 
that face of the fabric strip which faces inwardly 
in the roll, said discs each being formed of sheet ' 
material having a coating of permanently adhe 
sive material throughout that face thereof adja 
cent said fabric, and projecting at least part way 
through the openings therein, the discs in said row 
each having approximately one-fourth only of the 
edge thereof overlapping the edge of the preced 
ing disc in a row so that removal of the preceding 

, disc from the fabric will serve to lift and free the 
edge of an adjacent disc from the fabric whereby 
it may be grasped for removal, and a layer of 
impervious sheet material located on the opposite 
face of said fabric and contacting said adhesive 
through the openings in said fabric. 

. HARLEY A. HULSLANDER, Samoa. 
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