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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JAMES SKERRY, OF JACKSON, TENNESSEE. 

OIL-CAN. 

SPECIFICATION forming- part of’ Letters Patent No. 241,737, dated May 17, 1881. 
Application ?led March 3, 1881. (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES SKERRY, of 

Jackson, in the county of Madison, and in the 
State of Tennessee, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Oil-Cans; and I 
do hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description thereof, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon, mak 
ing a part of this speci?cation. _ 

This invention relates to certain improve 
ments in oil-cans; and it has for its object to 
provide a receptacle for coal and other oils, 
from which such oil can be conveniently with 
drawn or emptied into a lamp or other vessel, 
and which can be readilyr opened or closed to 
discharge the oil and vent the can without re 
moving the stopper, and in which the handle 
is so constructed'that the can may be carried 
in a vertical position without inconvenience, 
and can be manipulated with ease to discharge 
the oil. These objects I attain by the devices 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which- . 

Figure 1. represents a vertical sectional view 
of my improved can ; Fig. 2, a top View there 
of with the stopper removed; Fig. 3, an en 
larged sectional view of the upper part of the 
can, showing the stopper in elevation; Fig. 
4, a detached view of the stopper; and Fig. 
5 represents a horizontal section on the line 
as a; of Fig. 1. ' 
The letter A indicates the body of the can, 

and B the breast thereof. The body is con 
structed of cylindrical form, and the rear part‘ 
of the breast is inclined acutely forward to the 
top, the front being slightly inclined, as indi 
cated in Fig. l of the drawings. The breast 
is gradually contractedtoward the top, where 
it is provided with a frustum-shaped neck, 0, 
from which extends a discharge-spout, D, and 
a vent-tube, ‘E, the latter passing to the rear 
of the breast and opening into the can at F. 

The stopper G is provided with recesses H ' 
I on opposite sides, one near the top and the 
other near the bottom of said stopper. The 
stopper is also provided with a projection, K, 
to limit its movement. 
The letter L indicates the handle of the can. 

This extends upward in nearly a vertical posi 
tion from the lower rear edge of the breast,‘ 
and then forward horizontally to the neck 0,' 
to which it is attached, the vertical portion 
serving as a means for manipulating the can 
to discharge the contents, while the horizon 
tal portion serves as a means by which the can 
may be carried in a vertical position. 

' The‘ operation of my invention is as follows: 
The stopper, as indicated in Fig. 3, is in a 
normal position closing the can. When it is 
desired to_ discharge the oil the stopper is 
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turned so as to bring the recesses H and I re- . 
spectively opposite the discharge-spout and 
the vent-tube. This connects the spout with 
the interior of the can and the vent-tube with 
the external air, so as to permit the oil to read 
ily ?ow out when the can is properly inclined. 
Having thus described my invention, what I. 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is-— ' ~ 

The combination, with the can constructed 
as described, of the neck provided with a dis 
charge-spout, and a vent-tube extending back 
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to the rear of the breast, and the stopper hav- “ 
ing recesses, all arranged to operate substan 
tially as speci?ed. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I‘ 
have hereunto set my hand this 17th day of 
February, 1881. ” 

JAS. SKERBY. 
Witnesses: I 

J. J. MCCARTHY, 
O. T. BATES. 
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