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1 
This invention relates to knitted fabrics with 

non-curling, longitudinally extending edges and 
to the method of making the same. 
In order that the principle‘ of the invention may 

be readily understood, I have disclosed certain 
embodiments thereof in the accompanying draw 
ing, wherein 

Fig. 1 is a face plan view, partly broken away 
lengthwise, of a piece of plain knit fabric having 
longitudinally extending or lateral edges of rib 
knitting to prevent curling, said piece of fabric 
being cut from a continuously knit tube, the knit 
ted loop-structure being exactly shown upon a 
large scale; 

Fig, 2 is a perspective view of a plain knitted 
tube with rib knitted, longitudinally extending 
areas and from which tube the fabric piece of 
Fig. 1 and another like piece are produced by 
cutting the tube along desirably median lines 
through said rib knit areas; 

Fig. 3 is a face view of a plain, ?at knit fabric 
having non-curling, longitudinally extending, rib 
knit areas, the flat knit fabric’having selvaged, 
non-cut edges, the knitted loops, however, not 
being shown upon such a large scale nor in such 
detail as in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, but of a wider 
flat knit fabric having a series of intermediate, 
rib knitted, longitudinal areas along which the 
fabric is to be cut into several pieces to produce 
non-curling, longitudinal edges; and 

Fig. 5 is a small detail showing the back of 
the knitted fabric of any of said structures, as 
having a coating applied thereto by means of cal 
ender rolls or otherwise. 
My invention relates to a knitted fabric made 

from any suitable material whether it be a textile 
yarn of cotton, wool, silk, rayon or the like or a 
synthetic yarn, as well as to the method of mak 
ing the fabric. 
The fabric to which my invention is directed is 

plain knitted upon a single set of needles except 
ing for the longitudinally extending, relatively 
narrow, area or areas of rib knitting made upon 
two sets of needles, such rib knit area or areas 
being formed to provide the non-curling, longi 
tudinally extending area or areas, whether the 
longitudinally extending, rib knit area or areas 
be provided with two sets of needles at said rib 
knit area or areas by knitting a continuous tube 
upon a single set of needles (the longitudinally 
extending, rib knit areas formed at one or more 
circumferentially spaced points, said rib knit area 
or areas being then cut through along preferably 
median longitudinal lines to produce one or more 
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2 
fabrics from such tube) or whether the fabric is 
knitted as a ?at fabric upon a single set of needles 
excepting the longitudinally extending, actual 
edges which are rib knitted, in which case the 
rib knit edges are true selvages. Such ?at knit 
fabric may be of such width that it is provided 
between the actually selvaged, rib knitted areas 
with one or more intermediate longitudinally ex 
tending, rib knit areas along median lines of 
which the fabric is to be cut into a series of pieces. 
Whenever it is desirable to handle or to process 

in any way a fabric knitted on a single row of 
needles, whether it be knit as a ?at, plain fabric 
or as a tube to be cut ‘up along one or more longi 
tudinally extending lines, it is necessary to pro 
vide some means to prevent the curling of the 
longitudinally extending edge portions of the fab 
ric. This curling tendency results from the clas 
ticity of the yarn and from the fact that in a 
plain knit fabric all the loops are made or drawn 
in one direction, as will be evident from an in 
spection of Fig. 1, between the rib knit areas 
thereof and from a consideration of ‘the struc 
ture of any plain knit fabric. 
Such curling tendency causes great manufac 

turing difficulties especially when there is occa 
sion to coat the knitted fabric with another sub 
stance, as by means of calender rolls. In order to 
secure proper adhesion of the applied substance, 
it is usually necessary to apply the coating, such 
as rubber or the like, under considerable heat and 
pressure. In order to obtain the required pres 
sure the calender rolls must be accurately set 
with very little clearance beyond the thickness 
of the knitted cloth or fabric itself. If the knitted 
cloth or fabric becomes curled at a longitudinally 
extending edge or edges thereof, the result is that 
two or even more thicknesses of the knitted fab 
ric_pass between the rolls and are crushed. This 
resulting mixture of crushed knitted fabric and 
rubber will then be carried back up into the’top 
rolls of the calender and be distributed into the 

, compound. Such mixture will later be coated 
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onto the fabric and will appear as small bumps, 
lumps and bunches, obviously resulting in imper 
fect merchandise. 
The same difficulty occurs when, instead of 

using calender rolls, the operative applies the 
coating of rubber or other substance onto the 
knitted fabric by the use of a spreader or doctor 
blade. This manual procedure causes lengthwise 
tension of the fabric and this increases the curl 
ing effect in plain knit fabrics. This curling 
difficulty actually becomes accentuated when 
such manual procedure is resorted to. 
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I have attempted, prior to the conception of 

my present invention, to get rid of the highly 
objectionable curling of the longitudinally ex 
tending edges of a plain knitted fabric by sizing 
such edges with a starch, a gum, latex, and other 
substances so as to produce a stiffening and a 
setting of the knitted loops of the yarn along a 
relatively narrow, longitudinally extending area 
but without satisfactory results’. Such sizing, in 
the case of tubular knit fabrics, I have in some 
cases applied before the knitted tube is cut 
lengthwise into one or more longitudinally ex 
tending pieces, that is, before the goods is laid 
out ?at in a single thickness. This procedure is, 
however, a dif?cult one and the expense of sizing 
the knitted goods as described adds to the cost of 
manufacturing. Moreover, the necessary later 
operation of drying the knitted goods is slowed 
down due to the excess water and the hydroscopic 
guality of the longitudinally’ extending edges. 
Moreover, such manner of procedure has a_ten 
dency to increase the thickness or gauge of the 
fabric at the longitudinally extending edges and 
‘thisrcreates di?iculties in later operations upon 
the fabric. _ , _ 

V A fabric knitted in accordance with my inven 
tion :(that is, a ‘plain knit fabric having non 
curling, longitudinally extending edges formed 
‘by the expedient of knitting said edges as ribbed 
work) is very effectively adapted to the printing 
of such knitted fabric on machines normally em 
ployed to print woven goods. 
, While the nature of a rib knit fabric is well 
known and the fact is evident that by knitting 
a fabric upon two sets of intersecting needles, the 
yarn is drawn in opposite directions by the 
needles of the two sets, yet, so far as _I am aware, 
no one heretofore has ever provided a plain knit 
fabric‘with non-curling, longitudinally extend 
ing edges by the expedient of knitting those edges 
as ribbed work or structure. In producing such 
a non-curling, longitudinally. extending edge I 
have taken advantage of the nature of rib-knit 
loops wherein the yarn is alternately drawn to 
the front face and to the rear face of the fabric 
‘by, the movements of the intersecting sets of 
needles. 

, The rib knitting of the longitudinally extend 
ing edges of the fabric may be one-and-one rib, 
two-and-one rib, three-and-one ‘rib, etc., and 
the width of such rib knitted edges may be as 
great as is found most desirable, as, for example, 
an inch more or less, but I have thus far obtained 
the best vresults by one-and-one ‘rib knitting, and 
I believe that this is due to the fact that when 
between each two needles of one set is interposed 
a needle of the other set the yarn is equally 
drawn, throughout the lateral extent of the rib 
knit area, to the face and to the back of the 
fabric. I have, however, obtained excellent re 
sults by two-and-one rib, etc. Obviously the ‘na 
ture or character of the rib knitting may itself 

, be varied in well known manner as by producing 
half-cardigan, tuck stitches, full cardigan and 
rack stitches, but to do so is not essential to the 
invention. Therefore, the term rib knitting is 
employed by ‘me in a ‘broad sense to include the 
usual ‘or other stitch variations that may be ‘em 
ployed in a rib knitted fabric, and the portion of 
the fabric between the rib knit areas, which I 
vhave described as‘plain knit, ‘may itself have 
stitch variations therein. 

. Referring more particularlyy to the drawing 
and ?rst to ‘Fig. ~1,"theifabric therein ‘shown is the 
face of a plain knit fabric composed of knitted 
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4 
loops l consisting of needle wales and sinker 
wales produced in a customary manner course 
after course upon a single set of needles through 
out the entire extent of the fabric excepting that 
I form two longitudinally extending areas (which 
either by the process ofknitting or by subsequent 
cutting become the longitudinally extending or 
lateral edges of the fabric), which longitudinally 
extending areas are composed entirely of rib 
knitting, being formed of needle wales 2 made 
upon one of the set of needles and needlewales 3 
formed upon the other set of needles. 
While the product of my invention may be pro 

duced in several ways, I have in Fig. 1 shown a 
plain knitted fabric having rib knit, longitudin 
ally extending, lateral, edge portions. The plain 
knit ‘portion A, extending between the two, longi 
tudinal, lateral edge, rib knit portions B, C and 
the said rib knit, lateral edge portions B, C, are 
all produced as a unitary knitted fabric upon a 
circular, so-called body machine, which may be 
of the Wildman or any other well known type. 
Such machines are of different diameters and, 
according to the desired ‘width of the ?nal fabric 
of my invention, the knitting machine upon 
which the fabric of my invention is produced ‘is 
provided at one or more relatively narrowareas 
or zones only, throughout the circle or single set 
of needles, with a second, intersecting set of 
needles to create the rib knit areas B, C, or only 
a single area B or C if desired.‘ That is to say, 
the tubular fabric shown in Fig. 2 is knitted upon 
a single set of needles only, throughout the areas 
A, A, and is knittedin rib knitting, such as one 
and-one rib or two-and-onerib, throughout the 
areas B and C. Obviously, in a tube of greater 
diameter there may be more longitudinally ex 
tending, rib knit areas than the two shown in 
Fig. 2 at B and C, this depending upon the di 
ameter of the machine and the desired width of 
the?nal product. , 
The loops of the plain knit portion A of Fig. 1 

represent the face of a plain knit fabric and 
such loop structure corresponds with that shown 
in Fig. 2, page 11 of the publication f‘Flat Ma 
chine Knitting and Fabrics,” by H. D. Buck, 1921, 
Bragdon, Lord and Nagle Company, 334 Fourth 
Avenue, New York, publishers, and the ‘loops of 
the rib knit portions B,VC correspond with the 
structure shown in Fig. 24 of the said H. D. Buck ‘ 
publication. , , 

The tubular fabric shown in Fig. 2 is thereafter 
cut along two lines 4, -5 which are desirably me 
dian lines through the rib knit areas B, C, so as 
to provide, in the case of Fig. 2, two flat pieces of 
knitted fabric which (except for the two, longi 
tudinally extending, rib knit areas B,<C) isformed 
wholly of. plain knitting, said rib knit areas 13, C 
being, in the case of the construction shown-in 
Figs. 1 and 2, provided with cut edges. 7 

upon acircular machine having independent nee 
dles of the latch needle or spring beard type, the 
tube being thereafter ‘cut along the single rib 
‘knit area "thereof to produce the desired product 
or being ‘out along the two or more circumfer 
entially spaced, longitudinally extending, rib knit 
areas thereof to produce the desired products, 'ac 
cording to the diameterbf the machine and the 
desired width of the produce and the number of 
the longitudinally extending, rib knit areas, or, 
instead, the knitted'pro'duce may be knitted as a 
?at fabric upon a machine having asingle row 

, or single rows of "latch ‘or ‘spring "beard needles 
75 to produce the plain fabric, but having two sets 

The fabric of my invention maybe produced. 
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of needles to produce the rib knit area or areas 
therein. 

I have represented one type of such flat knit 
fabric in Fig. 3, and similar but wider flat knit 
fabric in’ Fig. 4, without therein showing the ac 
tual structure of the knitted loops upon the large 
scale of Fig. 1, as it is unnecessary to do so. Re 
ferring ?rst to Fig. 3, it is to be understood that 
the character of the plain knit section D of Fig. 3 
is the same construction as the section A in Fig. 
1, and that the rib knit, longitudinally extending 
‘areas E and F of Fig. 3 are the same in structure 
as the structure of the rib knit sections B and C 
of Fig. 1, excepting that since the fabric of Fig. 3 
is knitted back and forth as a ?at piece of goods 
upon a single bank or set of needles, the yarn 
‘at the end of each course is returned into the 
fabric for the creation of the next course, and so 
on throughout the fabric. The result is there 
fore, in Fig. 3, to create the two rib knit areas 
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E and F with true selvages 6, 1, whereas in Fig. 1 . 
‘the edges 8, 9 are cut edges, since the fabric of 
‘Fig. 1 is knitted from a tube and is then out along 
a desirably median line of the longitudinally ex 
tending rib knit area. 

If the fabric of my invention is produced as de 
scribed with respect to Fig. 3, it will be understood 
vthat at both longitudinal edge portions'of the 
fabric, in order to produce the fabric, there are 
inserted in the machine, as upon a dial structure 
or‘ in other suitable manner, additional needles 
‘of the same character, alternating in a one-and~ 
one relation or a two-and-one relation, ‘etc; with 
‘the main or cylinder set of needles of the machine. 
Moreover, and referring now to Fig. 4, my inven 
tion is in no wise limited to the knitting of the 
goods with true selvage edges 6, 1 at the outer 
edge of each of the two rib knit areas E, F, as 
the flat knit goods may be knitted of greater 
width or of any desired width, and at any de 
sired areas I may introduce needles of the second 
set to produce ribbed work along several longi 
tudinally extending areas, as many as may be de 
sired, and I subsequently out such ?at knit fabric 
longitudinally through all of such rib knit areas 
excepting of course the two actual selvage areas 
at the lateral, longitudinal, rib knit areas. Such 
a fabric is indicated in Fig. 4, wherein the entire 
fabric is knitted as a flat piece of goods but with 
plain knit areas such as A, A, A and rib knit areas 
G. H. I, J, of which the rib knit areas G and J 
‘have true selvages and the rib knit areas H, I 
are subsequently cut along desirably median lines 
h, i, similarly to the cutting of the rib knit areas 
B and C of Fig. 2 along the desirably median lines 
4 and 5 thereof. 
My invention, while in no wise limited thereto, 

is primarily adapted to the production of cir 
cular knit goods of the type indicated in Fig. 2 
and from which the flat piece of fabric of Fig. 1 
and another like piece are produced. Among the 
fabrics which may be produced as ?at knit goods, 
as indicated in Figs. 3 and 4, are wool sweaters. 
The flat knit fabric shown in Figs. 3 and 4 may 
be knitted in the general manner of full fashioned 
hosiery upon a ?at set of ?xed spring beard nee 
dles and co-acting instrumentalities, excepting 
that no narrowing or shaping of the fabric is 
involved. 
My invention, as stated, is not limited to the 

production of the described fabric ‘by latch nee 
dles as the same may be produced by spring 
beard needles, either circularly arranged or in a 
flat set or sets and independent or ?xed, and 
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~ my invention may be practiced in the production 4 

255 

fabrics with electric knives. 

of knitted fabrics upon certain other types of 
knitting machines, including warp knitting ma 
chines and-machines for knitting single or two 

, bar tricot fabrics. ‘In other words, my invention, 
with respect to the fabric, pertains primarily to 
the production of a fabric which, except for the 
longitudinally extending or lateral edge portions, 
is ‘plain knit, and in such longitudinally extend 
ing, lateral edge portions (which extend length 
wise the wales of the fabric, throughout any 
suitable number‘ of wales) is rib knit regardless 
of the actual character of the plain knit stitches 
‘and of the rib knit stitches and regardless'of 
whether or not there are stitch variations in the 
plain‘knit portion and/ or in the rib knit portions 
and regardless of whether ornot other threads 
are knitted into the fabric, as, for example, warp 
threads or- plating yarns or other yarns or 
threads. 7 i - 

My invention, both as to fabric and method, 
is independent of the actual means needed to 
carry out the method of making the fabric, 
whether the‘ needles be independent or be ?xed, 
and whether they be latch needles or spring beard 
needles, and regardless of the exact manner in 
which the intersecting needles, needed in‘ the 
production of rib knit areas, are supported and 
operated. ' r 

‘ In those embodiments of ‘my invention wherein 
the fabric is cut, it may be cut at any desired 
time or stage of the entire operation ‘ 
The described fabric, however produced,lmay 

be coated ‘upon the back thereof with rubber or 
some other material, as by means of calender 
rolls, and in Fig. 5 ‘I have indicated the back of 
the fabric to show an applied rubber coating. K, 
but with a part of the said coating K broken away 
to indicate the character .of the knitted fabric 
at L. . 
The longitudinally extending. or lateral, rib 

knit, edge portions of the fabric of my invention 
are also of advantage in preventing curling when 
a series or multiplicity of such fabrics are laid one 
upon another to any desired thickness of the re 
sulting mass before cutting such mass of laid-up 

In fact the rib knit, 
longitudinally extending edges, whether of a true 
selvage construction, or cut as described with re 
spect to Figs. 1 and 2, have the same relative ad 
vantages of woven selvages on woven goods 
though, of course, the character of the knitted 
fabric of my invention is clearly distinguished 
from a woven fabric. 

I have obtained excellent results in securing 
non-curling side edges by knitting about one to 
one and a half inches (coursewise) of each of 
such edges in one-and-one rib, as well as in two 
and-one rib knitting, the rest of the fabric of 
that ultimate piece being plain knit. While the 
exact width (coursewise) of the rib knit areas 
may be varied within the scope of my invention, 
it should in any case be substantial to eifect the 
purposes of my invention. In those cases (as in 
Fig. 2) where the fabric is knitted as a tube with 
one or more longitudinally extending, rib knit 
areas to be cut along a median line or lines, the 
width of each such area in the uncut condition 
is, of course, twice the width of the ultimate non 
curling, rib knit edge, and hence in the example 
just stated it would be about two to three inches. 
This would also be true of the fabric of my inven 
tion when knitted ?at and of such width as to 
have one or more longitudinally extending, rib 
knit areas between the actual edge portions, as 
in Fig. 4, which .is or are to be out along longi 
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, tudinal; lines The fabric is: 0i indefinite ‘length 
and. in practice is. or may" be of: great length-i ' 

Figs. 2, 3,, and 4. do‘ not and cannot indicate the 
relative, Widths, coursewise, of the rib knit areas 
and. the plain knit areas, and aretherefore to be 
regarded as mainly diagrammatic. The width 
(coursewise) of the plain knit areas very largely 
exceeds that of the rib knit areas, depending upon 
the diameter of the needle cylinder, if the fabric 
is knitted as indicated in Fig. 2, which needle 
cylinder diameter may be, for example, 1.4 or 18 or 
22 inches (as referred to on page 30‘ of “Knitting,” 
by Metcalf, published in 1909), and also depend 
ing upon. the lengthwisev extending cuts of the 
tubular fabric, which number may be one only 
or may be more than one, 
Having thus described several embodiments of 

the fabric of my invention and the best methods 
known to me for producing the same, it is to be 
understood that although speci?c terms are em 
ployed, they are used in a generic and descriptive 
sensev and not for purposes of limitation, the scope 
of the invention being set forth in the following 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. An integral, plain-knit fabric of inde?nite 

length which, vexcepting only for its walewise 
extending, relatively narrow, opposite, free, side 
edge vportions is plain knit, the said relatively 
narrow opposite side edge portions being each of 
substantial width in a cours'ewisev direction but 
relatively narrow in comparison with the total 
width of the fabric, and being rib knitted and 
thereby rendered non-curling by reason of the 
drawing of the yarn of the fabric to opposite 
faces of the fabric by the needlesin the knit 
ting of such rib knit edge portions, the width 
of each side-edge rib-knit portion being merely 

very largely exceeded by the width of the plain 
knit portion constituting all but the said merely 
edge portions, so thatthe character or structure 
of the fabric is that of a plain knit fabric with 
merely rib knit lateral edges. 

2. An integral plain-knit fabric of inde?nite 
length which, excepting only for its Walewise 
extending, relatively-narrow, opposite, free side 
edge portions is plain knit, the said relatively 
narrow opposite side edge portions being each of 
substantial width in a coursewise direction but 
relatively narrow in comparison with the total 
width of the fabric, and being rib knitted and 
thereby rendered non-curling by reason ofthe 
drawing of the yarn of the fabric to opposite 
faces of the fabric by the needles in the knit 
ting ‘of such rib knit edge portions, the width 
of each side~edge rib-knit portion being merely 
suf?cient to create non-curling edges and being 
very largely exceeded by the width of the plain 
knit portion constituting all but the said merely 
edge portions, so that the character or struc 
ture of the fabric isthat of a plain-knit fabric 
with merely rib-knit lateral edges, the extreme 
outer edge of each of said rib knit edge portions 
being cut in a direction, normal to the courses to 
create such‘ extreme outer relatively-narrow 
edges from the fabric as originally knitted. 

3. An integral plain-knit fabric of inde?nite 
length which, excepting only for its walewise 
extending, reiatively-narrow, opposite, free side 
edge portions is plain knit, the said relatively 
narrow opposite side edge portions being eachof 
substantial width in a courseW-ise direction but 
relatively narrow in ‘comparison with the total 
width of the fabric, and being rib knitted and 

"8 
thereby, renderedncn-curling by reason oft-he 
drawing of the yarn of the fabric to oppositefaces 
of the fabric by the needles in; the knitting? of 
suchv relatively-narrow rib knit ‘edge ‘portions, 
the yarn in such rib knit edge portions being: at 
the end of each course thereof returned, into the 
next succeeding course, in the knitting oper 
ation, thereby creating opposite, non-cut, true 

, selvage edges, the width of each side-edge rib 
l0 
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knit portion being merely su?icient to create non, 
curling edges and being very largely exceeded 
by‘ the width of the plain knit portion constitut 
ing allbut theysaid, merely edge portions, so that 
the character or structureof the fabric is that of 
a plain-knit fabric with merely rib-knit lateral 
edges. ' 

4. integral plain-knit, tubular knitted fab, 
ric of inde?nite length knitted throughout in 
plain knitting excepting only for at least one 
walewise extending relatively-narrow area of rib 
knit structure knitted throughout the length of 
the fabric and which rib knit area is of sub 
stantial width in a coursewise direction, but rela 
tively narrow in compariscn'with' the total width 
of the fabric which is adapted to be out across 
the courses thereof throughout the longitudinal 
extent of the fabric so'as when so out to pro 
vide two opposite relatively-narrow lateral edge 
portions for the resulting fabric, each such‘ edge 
portion being of non-curling characteristics by 
reason of the drawing of the yarn of the fabric 
to opposite faces‘ of the fabric by the needles in 
the knitting of such subsequently cut, rib knit . 
area, the width of each side-edge rib-knit por 
ticn being merely sufilcient'to create non-curling 
edges and being very largely exceeded by the 
Width of the plain knit portion constituting all 
but the said merely edge'portions, so that the a 
character or structure of the fabric isthatof 
a'plain-knit fabric with'm‘erely rib-kmt lateral 
edges. ' ' '- ' 

5. An integral plain-knit flat-knit ‘fabric of‘ 
inde?nite length. which throughout its entire 
lengthwise and lateral extent is plain knit ex 
cepting for its lateral relatively-narrow edge por 
tions which are of rib knit structure and except 
ing for‘at least one Wale-wise extending rela 
tively-narrow area also of rib knit structure 
knitted throughout the vlength of the fabric and 
which rib knit area is of substantialfwiidthin 
a coursewise direction, and is adaptedv to be cut 
across the courses thereof throughout the longi 
tudinal extent of the fabric so as when so cut 
to provide two opposite relativelysnarrow lateral 
edge portions for two of the resultingfabrics each 
having one ribeknit relativelyunarrow' lateral edge 
portion with the yarn at the outer end of each 
course thereof returned into the next succeed 
ing course in the knitting operation, thereby 
creating a non-cut true selvage edge, and hav 
ing one relatively-narrow rib-knit lateral edge 
portion cut in a direction normal‘ to the courses 
to create the other relatively-narrow lateral edge 
of such fabric, the said Opposite relatively-nar 
row edges of each .of such resulting fabrics be 
ing rendered nonecurling by reason of the draw 
ing of the yarn of the fabric to opposite faces 
of the fabric by the needles in the knitting of 
such rib knit edge portions thereof, the width 
of each side-edge rib-knit portion being merely 
su?icient to create non-curling edges and being 
very largely exceeded by the width of the; plain 
knitpgortion constituting all but the said merely 
edge portions, so that‘ the character or structure 
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of the fabric is that of a plain-knit fabric with 
merely rib-knit lateral edges. 
~6. An integral plain-knit ?at-knit fabric of 
inde?nite length which throughout its entire 
lengthwise and lateral extent is plain knit ex 
cepting for its lateral relatively-narrow edge por 
tions which are of rib knit structure and except 
ing for a plurality of walewise extending rela 
tively-narrow areas also of rib knit structure 
knitted throughout the length of the fabric, and 
which rib knit areas are of substantial width in 
a coursewise direction-and are adapted to be 
cut across the courses thereof throughout the 
longitudinal extent of the fabric so as when so 
cut to provide two opposite relatively-narrow lat 
eral edge portions for one of the resulting fab 
fics,- at least two other of the resulting fabrics 
each having one rib-knit relatively-narrow lat 
eral edge portion with the yarn at the outer end 
of each course thereof returned into the next 
succeeding course in the knitting operation, 
thereby creating a non-cut true selvage edge, and 
having one relatively-narrow rib-knit lateral 
edge portion cut in a direction normal to the 
courses to create the other relatively-narrow lat 
eral edge of such fabric, the said opposite edges 
of each of such resulting fabrics being rendered 
non-curling by reason of the drawing of the yarn 
of the fabric to opposite faces of the fabric by 
the needles in the knitting of such rib-knit edge 
portions thereof, the width of each side-edge rib 
knit portion being merely su?icient to create non 
curling edges and being very largely exceeded 
by the width of the plain knit portion consti 
tuting all but the said merely edge portions, so 
that the character or structure of the fabric is 
that of a plain-knit fabric with merely rib-knit 
lateral edges. 

7. An integral plain-knit fabric of inde?nite 
length which, excepting only for its walewise ex 
tending, relatively narrow, opposite, free, side 
edge portions is plain knit, the said relatively nar 
row opposite side edge portions being each of 
substantial width in a coursewise direction but 
relatively narrow in comparison with the total 
width of the fabric, and being rib knitted and 
thereby rendered non-curling by reason of the 
drawing of the yarn of the fabric to opposite 
faces of the fabric by the needles in the knit 
ting of such rib knit edge portions, the width of 
each side-edge rib-knit portion being merely 
su?icient to ‘create non-curling edges and being 
very largely exceeded by the width of the plain 
knit portion constituting all but the said merely 
edge portions, so that the character or structure 
of the fabric is that of a plain knit fabric with 
merely rib-knit lateral edges, the back of said 
fabric having an applied coating. 

8. An integral plain-knit fabric of inde?nite 
length which, excepting only for its walewise ex 
tending, relatively narrow, opposite, free, side 
edge portions in plain knit, the said relatively 
narrow opposite side edge portions being each of 
substantial width in a coursewise ‘direction but 
relatively narrow in comparison with the total 
width of the fabric, and being rib knitted and 
thereby rendered non-curling by reason of the 
drawing of the yarn of the fabric to opposite 
faces of the fabric by the needles in the knitting 
of such rib knit edge portions, the width of each 
side-edge rib-knit portion being merely sufficient 
to create non-curling edges and being very large_ 
ly exceeded by the width of the plain knit por 
tion constituting all but the said merely edge 
portions, so that the character or structure of 
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the fabric is that of a plain knit fabric with 
merely rib-knit lateral edges, the back of said 
fabric having an applied rubber-containing coat 
mg. 

9. That method of knitting a unitary plain-knit 
fabric of inde?nite length with relatively nar 
row, non-curling, walewise extending, opposite 
side edge portions, but otherwise of plain knit 
ting to provide a plain-knit fabric with merely 
rib knit lateral edges, which consists in knitting 
such fabric of plain knitting throughout its lat 
eral extent course-after-course throughout its 
length excepting for such walewise extending, 
opposite, relatively narrow, side-edge portions, 
the width of each of which side-edge portions is 
merely sufficient to create non-curling edges and 
being very greatly exceeded in width by the width 
of such plain-knit intermediate portion, and in 
forming by rib knitting during such course-after 
course knitting such walewise extending, rela 
tively-narrow, opposite side edge portions, and 
while in so forming by rib knitting said edge 
portions, thereby drawing the yarn of the fabric 
throughout said opposite side edge rib-knit por 
tions to the opposite faces of the fabric by the 
needles, to prevent curling of said side edge por 
tions, the width of each side-edge rib-knit por 
tion being merelysu?icient to create non-curling 
edges and being very largely exceeded by the 
width of the plain-knit portion constituting all 
but the said merely edge portions, so that the 
character or structure of the fabric is that of a 
plain-knit fabric with merely rib-knit lateral 
edges. 

10. That method of knitting a unitary plain 
knit fabric of inde?nite length with relatively 
narrow non-curling, walewise extending, opposite 
side edge portions, but otherwise of plain knit 
ting to provide a plain-knit fabric with merely 
rib-knit lateral edges, which consists in knitting 
such fabric as a plain knit tube, but in the con 
tinuous knitting of such tube, knitting at least 
one walewise extending relatively-narrow area in 
rib knitting, and in such rib, knitting thereby 
drawing the yarn of the fabric .by the needles 
to the opposite faces of the fabric, and cutting 
the tubular knit fabric in a lengthwise direction 
through such relatively-narrow rib knit area 
or areas, thereby to provide at least one plain 
knit ?at fabric having rib knit, walewise extend 
ing, side edge portions, rendered non-curling by‘ 
reason of said rib knit areas, the width of each 
side-edge rib-knit portion being merely sufficient 
to create non-curling edges and being very large 
1y exceeded by the width of the plain-knit por 
tion constituting all but the said merely edge 
portions, so that the character or structure of 
the fabric is that of a plain-knit fabric with 
merely rib-knit lateral edges. 

11. That method of knitting a unitary plain 
knit fabric of inde?nite length with relatively 
narrow non-curling, walewise extending, op'oo 
site side edge portions but otherwise of plain 
knitting to provide a plain-knit fabric with mere‘ 
ly rib~knit lateral edges, which consists in knit 
ting such fabric as a plain knit tube, but in the 
continuous knitting of such tube knitting a plu 
rality of walewise extending relatively-‘narrow 
areas in rib knitting, and in such rib knitting 
thereby drawing the yarn of the fabric by the 
needles to the opposite faces of the fabric, and 
cutting the tubular knit fabric in a lengthwise 
direction through each of such relatively-nar 
row rib knit, walewise extending areas, there 

' by to provide a plurality of plain-knit ?at‘fabrics 
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each having rib- knit, walewise extending, rela 
tively-narrow side edge portions, rendered non 
curling by reason of said rib knit areas, the width 
of each side-edge rib-knit portion being merely, 
sufficient to create non-curling edges and being 
very largely exceeded by the width of the plain 
knit portion constituting all but the said merely 
edge portions, so that the character or structure 
of, the fabric is that of a plain-knit fabric with 
merely rib-knit lateral edges. 

, 12. That method of knitting a unitary plain 
knit fabric of inde?nite length with relatively 
narrow non-curling, walewise extending, oppo 
site side edge portions but otherwise of plain 
knitting to provide a plain-knit fabric with mere 
ly rib-knit lateral edges, which consists in knit 
ting such fabric of plain knitting as a ?at-knit 
fabric with opposite selvage edges throughout its 
lateral extent course-after-course throughout its 
length excepting for such walewise extending, 
opposite, relatively-narrow side edge portions, 
and in forming by rib knitting during such 
course-after-course knitting such walewise ex 
tending, relatively-narrow, opposite side edge 
portions, and while in so forming by rib knit 
ting said relatively-narrow, side edge portions, 
thereby drawing the yarn of the fabric through 
out said opposite side edge rib-knit portions to 
the opposite faces of the fabric by the needles, 
to prevent curling of said side edge portions, the 
width of each side-edge rib-knit portion being 
merely su?icient to create non-curling edges and 
being very largely exceeded by the width of the 
plain-knit portion constituting all but the said 
merely edge portions, so that the character or 
structure of the fabric is that of a plain-knit 
fabric with merely rib-knit lateral edges. 

13. That method of knitting a unitary plain 
knit fabric of inde?nite length with relatively 
narrow non-curling, walewise extending, oppo-‘ 
site side edge portions but otherwise of plain 
knitting toprovide a plain-knit fabric with mere 
ly rib-knit lateral edges, which consists in knit 
ting such fabric of plain knitting as a ?at knit 
fabric with opposite selvage edges, throughout 
its lateral extent course-after-course through 
out its length, excepting for such walewise ex 
tending relatively-narrow, opposite side edge pore 
tions and for at least one intermediate walewise 
extending relatively-narrow area _ continuing 
throughoutv the lengthcf the fabric, and in form 
ing by rib’ knittingduring such course-after— 
course: knitting the said relatively-narrow, sel 
vage edge portions and theme or morerelatively 
narrow, intermediate areas, and in such rib knit 
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12 
ting thereby drawing. the yarn of. the fabric by 
the needles to the opposite faces of the fabric, the 
width of each side-edge rib-knit portion being 
merely sui‘?cient to create non-curling edges and 
being very largely exceeded by the Width of the: 
plain-knit portion constituting all but the said 
merely edge portions, so that the character or 
structure of the fabric is that of a plain-knit 
fabric with merely rib-knit lateral edges. 

14. That method of knitting a, unitary plain 
knit fabric of inde?nite length with relatively-~ 
narrow non-curling, walewise extending, opposite 
side edge portions but otherwise of plain knit-i 
ting to provide a plain-knit fabric with merely 

‘rib-knit lateral edges, which consists in knit 
ting such fabric of plain knitting as a flat knit 
fabric with opposite selvage edges, throughout its 
lateral extent course-after-course throughout its 
length, excepting for such walewise extending 
relatively-narrow, opposite side edge. portions and 
for at least one intermediate walewise extend‘ 
ing relatively-narrow area continuing through 
out the length of the fabric, and, in forming by 
rib knitting during such course-after-course 

; knitting the said relatively-narrow, selvage edge 
portions and the. one or more relatively-‘narrow, 
intermediate areas, and in such 'rib knitting 
thereby drawing the yarn of the fabric by the 
needles to the opposite faces of the. fabric, and 
cutting the ?at knit fabric in a lengthwise direc 
tion through the intermediate, walewise extend 
ing area or areas, thereby to provide a plurality 
of flat knit fabrics each having rib knit, walewise. 
extending, relatively-narrow, side. edge portions 
rendered non-curling by reason of said rib- knit 
areas, the width of each side-edge rib-knit por 
tion being merely sui?cient to create non-curling 
edges and being very largely exceeded by the 
width of the plain-knit portion constituting all 
but the said merely edge portions, so that the 
character or structure of the fabric is that of a 
plain-knit fabric withv merely rib-knit lateral 
edges. ' 

15. A method in accordance with claim 9, but 
including as an additional step applying a coat 
ing to the back of the knitted fabric. . . 

16. A method in accordance with. claim 11, but 
including as an additional. step applying a coat 
ing to the back of each of the plurality of result 
,ing ilat fabrics. 

17.. A method in accordance with claim 1.4, but 
including as an additional step applying a coat, 
ing to. the back of each of the plurality of result. 
ing ?at knit fabrics. ~ 7 r ' 
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