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This invention relates to picture holders. suit 
able as. stands or easels or for hanging, and 
the object is to provide a holder having sep 
arable parts readily assembled by which a picture 
may be readily mounted and held ?at and hav 
ing the least number of parts held together by 
a component of the holder thereby dispensing 
with separate clips or other fastening devices, 
and which may be constructed at. low cost. I 
The picture holder in the form of a stand or 

easel is illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ing, in which, 

Figures 1 and 2 are side and front elevations, 
respectively, of a stand suitable for photographs. 

Figure 3 a perspective view of the back or 
main board of the picture stand and locking 
piece for retaining a picture in position, the look 
ing piece being shown in the retracted or un 
locked position preparatory to placing a picture 

_ and covering glass plate on the back-board, and 
Figure 4 a perspective View illustrating the 

assembling of the back-board, picture, covering 
glass plate, and locking piece. 

Referring to the drawing, I indicates the back 
board of the picture holder, preferably composed 
of card-board, and having at the back of the 
top margin a locking bead formed by a rein 
forcing strip 2 extending across the width of 
board I and glued thereto. The front side of 
the lower margin of the back-board is reinforced 
by a strip which forms a base for the back 
board. This strip is of sufficient thickness to 
permit the formation of a rabbet at the upper 
longitudinal margin so that the strip when se 
cured to the back-board forms a mortise for 
receiving and retaining a picture. This rabbeted 
strip is preferably formed by gluing a narrow 
strip 3 and a wider strip 4 together and to the 
back-board so that the two strips with board I 
form a slot or mortise 5 which is provided for 
receiving and retaining the picture 6 and cover 
ing glass plate ‘I as shown in Figure 4. 
A removable sliding locking piece 8 is provided 

for engagement with looking bead 2 to lock the 
back-board I, picture 6 and covering glass plate 
‘I together at the top of the holder. This lock 
ing piece is in the form of a long block, pref 
erably of cardboard, of a length equal to the width 
of board I and having a mortise 9 for engaging 
locking bead 2 and a mortise In for receiving 
and retaining the top margins of the picture 
and covering glass plate. The locking piece 8, 
as shown in Figure 3, is preferably composed of 
a wide back strip II; a narrower strip I2 glued 
to the inner side of strip II in alignment at 
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2 
the lower edges; a still narrower but thicker 
strip [3 glued to the inner side of ‘strip II‘ in 
alignment at the. top edges and spaced from strip 
I2; a widev strip I4 narrower than strip II glued 
upon strip I3’ in alignment at the top edges and 
providing, a space between strips I2 and Hi; and 
a strip iii of the same width as strip II glued 
upon strip I4 in alignment at the top edges and 
providing a wider space between strips I2 and 
I5. Thus. the superimposed strips in cross-section 
form the mortise slot 9, a. slot [6' for the thick 
nessv of the back-board, and mortise slot Illv for 
the picture and covering glass plate. 
To support the holder in the upright position 

when used as a stand or easel, an angular shaped 
brace I8 is secured to the rear side of the back 
board by a ?ange I9 which is preferably glued 
to the back-board as seen in Figures 1 and 2. 
The brace and ?ange in practice may be scored 
to facilitate bending into the supporting position‘ 
of Figure 1 and to lie ?at against the back-board 
when not in use. If desired the brace I8 and 
?ange I9 may be in two separate pieces con 
nected together by a strip of adhesive tape to 
form a hinge. 
In practice board I, its locking bead 2, and 

base mortise piece 5 are covered with plain or 
?gured or embossed colored paper, linen, leather 
or leatherette to provide the desired ?nish and 
conceal the joints at the edges of the parts com 
prising the back-board. Locking piece 8 will 
likewise be covered with a covering to match 
the covering of the backboard. Brace i8 and 
?ange I9 likewise will be covered with a match 
ing covering material and such material may 
serve as a hinge for the brace when made in two 
separate pieces. 

In assembling the holder with a picture, the 
sliding locking piece 8 is ?rst withdrawn from 
the back-board as seen in Figure 3; then the pic 
ture B and covering glass plate ‘I are placed upon 
the back-board with the lower margins thereof 
in the mortise slot 5; and then the locking piece 
8 is slid into position as shown in Figure 4, bead ‘ 
2 engaging in mortise slot 9 and mortise I9 en 
gaging and retaining the picture and covering 
glass plate against the back-board. Thus it will 
be seen that a picture may be placed in position 
or removed by simply sliding the locking piece 8 
into and out of locking position. . 
The picture holder shown and described may 

be of any desired size for different size photo 
graphs, or of larger size designed for use as a 
?oor stand or easel in displaying large pictures 
or posters. When photographs or pictures are 
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mounted on the usual cards for photographs, or 
on heavy cardboard for posters, the glass cover 
ing plate may be dispensed with. Also the pic 
ture holder may be provided with a ring or other 
device as is common practice for hanging picture 
holders when desired. 
What I claim is: 
l. A holder for pictures composed of a back 

board, a locking bead extending across the rear 
top margin of said board, a slotted base piece on 
the lower front margin of said board for retain 
ing a picture at its lower horizontal margin, a 
sliding locking piece having a slot extending 
lengthwise thereof for engaging the front and 
rear upper margins of said board, said slot ex 
tending laterally at the top to form a mortise 
for engaging the locking bead, and extending 
laterally in the opposite direction at the bottom 
to form a mortise for retaining a picture at its 
upper horizontal margin. 

2. A holder for pictures composed of a back 
board, a narrow ‘strip secured to and; extending 
laterally at the upper rear margin of said board 
to constitute a locking-bead, a wide strip secured 
at the lower front margin of said board having 
a rabbet at its upper longitudinal edge to form 
with the back-board a mortise for receiving and 
retaining a picture at its lower horizontal mar 
gin, and a slotted sliding locking-piece engaging 
the ‘top margin of said board having a mortise » 
for engaging the locking-bead on the rear side 
of said board and a rabbeted front lower edge 
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forming with the board a mortise for engaging 
and retaining a picture at its upper horizontal 
margin. 

3. A holder for pictures composed of a back 
board, a locking-bead extending across the upper 
rear margin of said board, a rabbeted base-piece 
secured at the lower front margin of said board 
to form with the back-board a mortise for re 
ceiving and retaining a picture at its lower hori 
zontal margin, and a slotted sliding locking-piece 
for engaging the front and rear sides of the upper 
horizontal margin of said board, said locking 
piece being composed of strips of di?erent widths 
secured together, the outer strips of said locking 
piece being approximately of the same width, 
a narrower strip attached to the inner side of 
one of the outer strips with the lower edges in 
alignment, a similar strip attached to the inner 
side of the other outer strip with the upper edges 
in alignment, and a thick narrow strip secured 
between the outer strips with the upper edges in 
alignment, said three inner strips forming within 
the outer strips a slot for engaging the upper 
front margin of the back-board, a mortise for 
engaging the locking-bead on the rear side of 
the board, and a rabbet at the lower front edge 
of the locking-piece forming with the front upper 
margin of the board a mortise for engaging and 
retaining a picture at its upper horizontal mar~ 
gin. 
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