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II'his invention relates-to dispensing devices and 
more particularly to a device for dispensing pres 
sure sensitive adhesive tape. 
Numerous devices have been heretofore pro 

posed for dispensing tape of the so called “Bcotc " 
type but these prior dispensers have not been 
entirely successful for a number of reasons. They 
generally consisted of devices for holding a roll 
of the tape and were formed with a ?xed knife 
edge or the like against which the tape with 
drawn from the roll could be urged to sever a 
desired length from the roll. 

will be withdrawn from the ,roll a the device 
' is drawn across the surface. v'l‘he device should 
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In use, these prior devices were usually held a a 
in one hand while a length of tape was pulled 
from the roll with the other hand. After the 
length of tape had been withdrawn and severed, 
the dispenser was then placed on. some support, 
and opposite ends of the tape grasped by the 
hands of the user and the tape secured in the 
desired position. 

It was impossible to grasp the tape without 
the ?ngers contacting the adhesive surface of the 
same and the tape tended to adhere to the ?ngers 
when it was attempted to place the tape on the 
desired surface. The adhesive qualities of the 
surfaces contacted by the ?ngers of the user was 
many times impaired and this resulted in poor 
adhesion between the tape and the selected sur 
face at these areas. ' 
The length of tape which could be conveniently 

withdrawn at any one time from many of the 
devices previously used was limited to the stretch 
of the user. Thus extremely long single lengths 
of tape could not be conveniently dispensed from 
these prior devices. 

-, _ The device of the present invention obviates. 
this inherent defect of prior devices for single ' 
lengths of any size can be conveniently with 
drawn and severed from the roll without han 
dling the tape after the withdrawing action is 
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of the strip protrudes through. the same. 

_ ing portion of the strip is faced into the chamber.‘ 
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initiated. As the objectional handling of the . 
tape is eliminated the resulting impairment of 
the adhesive surface is also eliminated. ? 
The now preferred embodiment of the device 

of the present invention comprises a casing hav 
ing a chamber in which a roll of the tape to be 
‘dispensed is rotatably mounted. Tape is lead 
from the roll in the chamber through a slot 
formed in the wall of the casing adjacenta pres 
sure foot formed on the underneath surface of 
the device. . In use, the end of the tape is pressed 

' into engagement with the selected surface and 
the device merely drawn over the surface.‘ The 
adhesion between- the tape and the surface an 
chors the one end of the tapeso that the tape 
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be urged against thesurface as it is drawnover 
the same to insure that the tape is ?rmly pressed 
by the pressure fort into good adhesive engage 
ment‘with the surface. ' - 

After the desired length of tape has been with 
drawn and pressed into engagement with the sur 
face, the device is tilted or rocked forwardly to 
actuate a ‘severing means carried by the device. 
In the illustrated embodiment of the present 
invention, the severing means comprises an elon 
gate strip of resiiient material curled to lay 
within a chamber formed in an arm projecting 
from the casing. The arm is formed at the free 
end thereof with an opening so that a portion 

As 
one end of the strip is anchored, the other end 
will move through a slot opening onto the path 
of the tape and sever the samev as the .protrud 

The portion of the strip protruding through the 
opening is so positioned that tilting or rocking 
the. device is sufficient to force the same into 
the chamber to cause the free end to move into 
cutting engagement with the tape withdrawn. 
As the ‘cutting edge of the strip is normally 

concealed within the chamber there is no dan 
ger of the same injuring a user as he handles 
the device. Furthermore, as the cutting edge can 
not be forced out of the chamber as long as 
the pressure fort is held against the surface, 
no care need to be taken in selecting the pres 
sure exerted against the device as it is being 
drawn over the desired surface during the with 
drawing action. 
The severing means cuts the‘tape such a dis 

tance in advance of the slot‘ that a portion of 
the tape'protrudes through the same and serves 
as a convenient tab‘ when the dispenser is-again 
used. When the dispenser is not in use the pro 
truding end of the tape is bent back and is adhe 
sively secured to a storage surface having a length _ 
slightly less than the tab formed by the pro 
truding end of the tape. The portion of this 
tab extending beyond the storage surface is adhe 
sively secured to the wall of a concavity small 
enough to prevent accidental entry of objects 
which might dislodge‘ the. end of the tab but 
yet large enough to permit entry of a ?nger when 

' it is desired to remove the tab from its stowed 
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position. 
The device of the present ‘invention thus it 

will be seen forms avery convenient means for 
dispensing any desired length of tape and with 
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out the necessity of handling .the tape during 
either the. withdrawing or severing- operation. 
As the severing means cuts the tape so as to form 
the convenient tab for initiating a subsequent use 
of the device the aggravating operation of search 
ing for the end of the tape or digging the end out 
of a holder is obviated. 
Other features and advantages of the present 

invention willv be apparent from the following 
description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings in which: 
Figure 1 is an. exploded perspective view of 

the device of the present invention; 
Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view showing 

the tape-laying position of our device; 
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Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 but show- I 

ing our device in cutting position; 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the cutting 

means of our device; ' 
Figure 5 is a section taken along line 5-5 of 

Figure 2; and 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary view of a portion of 

the casing showing one of the ?nger indentations, 
The dispensing device of the present invention, 

referring now to the drawings, comprises a body 
member or casing I0 preferably formed of some 
plastic material such as that sold under the trade 
name “Tenite." The body member or casing 
can be formed by a simple forming operation and 
comprises a chamber for receiving a. roll of the 
tape to be dispensed. An axle II for mounting 
the core I2 of a roll I3 of tape is centrally dis 
posed relative to the chamber and as clearly 
shown in Figure 1 a hollow cylindrical member 
formed integral with the one wall of the casing Ill. 
The casing III is formed with a hollow arm I4 

preferably cast integral with the casing and 
transversely divided by a wall I5. Although the 
arm is integrally formed with the casing in the 
illustrated embodiment of the invention, the same 
may if desired, be formed as a separate piece and 
securely mounted to the casing in some conven 
tional manner. 
The casing is provided with a detachable cover 

I6 formed with a hollow cylindrical boss I1 
adapted to be received in the axle H of the cas 
ing. The outer diameter of the boss is just 
slightly less than the inner diameter of the axle 
and the cover is held to the casing by the fric 
tion ?t of the two parts. 
To prevent the cover from rotating relative to 

the casing, a pin I8 is integrally formed with the 
cover and projects laterally therefrom for recep 
tion in a small opening formed in the wall I5. It 
will be seen that the pin and opening also serves 
as an aligning means for properly locating the 
cover on the casing. - 

_To facilitate removal of the cover I5, the upper 
wall of the arm and the wall of the casing are each 
formed with an indentation I9 and I9’ respec 
tively to permit the ?ngers of the user to more 
conveniently grip the cover. The indentation I9 
formed in the wall of the arm provides a very 
accessible surface for receivinga trade name or 
any desired indicia as best shown in Figure 6. 
In use, after a roll of the tape is mounted on 

the axle, the end of the tape is drawn from the 
roll and lead through a slot 20 formed in the one 
wall of the arm adjacent a pressure foot or pad 
2| extending outwardly of the exterior surface of 
the arm. It will be seen, referring now to Figure 
2 of the drawings, that in the use of the device 
the tape is passed under the pressure foot 2I with 
the adhesive surface vof the same facing outwardly 
or downwardly. 
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To dispense tape from the roll I2 it is only nec 

essary to cause the end of the tape to adhesively 
engage the desired surface and then while holding 
the device with the foot 2| in engagement with 
the supper surface of the tape draw the device 
along the surface. The pressure foot will urge 
the tape into good adhesive engagement with the 
selected surface and this engagement as the de 
vice is drawn along the surface will cause the 
tape to be drawn off the roll I3. I 
The device of the present invention includes a 

novel severing means which is normally inoper 
ative but rendered operative by merely rocking 
the device forwardly after the desired length of 
tape has been withdrawn. Although the severing 
means may take a number of formain the now 
preferred embodiment of the invention, this 
means comprises an elongate strip 22 of ?exible 
metal. The strip is permanently deformed to 
provide the how 23 and then curled to permit 
the same to be disposed in a chamber 24 of the 
arm I4. ' 

The free end of the arm is formed with a face 
25 angularly disposed relative to thelunder sur 
face of the arm. The face is provided with an 
opening communicating with the chamber 24 and 
the bow 23 of the strip, after the same has ex~ 
panded to the extent permitted by the walls of 
the chamber 24, extends through the opening as 
shown in Figures 1, 2, and 3. The one wall of the 
chamber is cut away to form a shoulder 21, which 
forms a stop for one end of the strip 22, the other 
end of the spring being free to move along the 
wall 28 of the chamber. The strip 22, due to the 
resiliency of the metal from which it is formed, 

_ tends to remain in the expanded position with 
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the free end of the same in the position shown in 
Figure 2. 

It will be seen, referring now to Figure 3, that if 
pressure is applied to the bow 23 extending 
through the opening the strip can be compressed 
to cause the free end to slide along the wall 28 
which guides the same to a slot 29 formed in the 
bottom wall of the chamber 24. The free end of 
the strip is scarfed and sharpened to form a knife 
edge 30 and this forms the cutting or severing 
means of the device. As theslot~29 opens onto 
the outer surface of the arm I4 adjacent the trail 
ing edge of the pressure foot 2|, sufficient pres 
sure applied to the how will urge the knife edge 
30 through the slot 29 and into cutting engage 
ment with the tape to sever the same. 
In the use of the device herein shown, after the 

desired length of tape has been withdrawn, the 
device is merely rocked or tilted forwardly to urge 
the bow 23 or protruding portion of the strip into 
engagement with the surface on which the tape is 
engaged. As best shown in Figure 3, the meeting 
edge of the underneath surface of the arm I4 and 
the face 25 forms a fulcrum about which the de 
vice can be very easily rocked to compress the 
strip and force the knife edge 30 into the tape 
to cut the same. The face 25 in this operation 
forms a stop for limiting the rocking or tilting 
movement of the dispenser. After the tape has 
been cut and the device lifted from the surface, 
the knife edge will be automatically retracted into 
the arm by the return of the strip to its normal 
position as shown in Figure 2. 
As the tape dispensed can be severed merely by 

tilting the dispenser and without the necessity, 
of actuating any operating means the dispenser 
can be used in many applications where previ 
ously proposed dispensers either were awkward 
to use or could not be used at all. 



It should also be noted that the spring will 
not be compressed and the tape severed no mat 
ter what pressure is applied to the device as long 
as the pressure fact if is held against the sur 
face receiving the tape; Thus no particular care 
need be experienced in urging the dispenser 
against the 
deposited except that sumcient pressure should 
be exerted to insure that the pressure foot will 

' urge the tape into good adhesive engagement with 
the surface. ‘ 
Although the pressure foot is lifted from the 

tape during the severing operation it will be seen 
from Figure 3 that the spring resiliently holds 

- . down the tape dispensed and prevents it from 
being pulled up from the surface by the knifeedge 
29 during the severingoperation. 

After the tape has been, severed it will be seen 
thatv a portion of the tape withdrawn through 
the slot 20 will remain without the casing. This 
portion forms a convenient tab for initiating a 
subsequent use of the device. To prevent this 
withdrawn portion of 
any object it may come 
so formed may be _ 
cured to a surface 3| formed on the lower wall 
of the arm. This surface-as best shown in Figure 
1, has a length less than the length of the pres 
sure pad 3! or fort 2i and the end of the tape 
will project beyond the surface 3| and can be 
pressed into engagement with the wall of a groove 
32. The groove should be of such a width that 
foreign articles would not be apt to catch under 
the end of the tape and loosen the same but yet 

in contact with, the tab 

wide enough to permit the tape to be loosened , 
by the finger when it is desired to again use the 
device. vThus the device herein disclosed provides 
a very convenient surface for stowing the tab prov 
jecting from the casing and the annoyance of 
digging for the end of the tape is eliminated. 
The device of the present invention may, if 

desired, be held in onehand while a short length 
of tape is drawn out of the casing by the other 
'hand. When it is desired to sever the short 
length withdrawn the hand grasping the end of 
the tape can be pressed or urged downwardly 
against the how 23 to force the knife edge 30 into 
cutting engagement with the tape. ' 

After the tape has been severed, the handheld 
ing the tape can be moved out of engagement 
with the bow 23 and the resiliency of the material 
of the strip will cause the same to return to itsv 
normal position. The tab extending through the 
slot can be then bent back and stored against the 
surface 3 l. as in the ?rst described use of the 
device. . 

Although the now preferred embodiment of the 
invention has been shown and described herein it 
should be understood that the invention is not to 
be limited thereto for it is susceptible to changes 

. in form and detail within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
We claim: , 
1. A device for dispensing tape ‘comprising a 

casing for holding a roll of said tape,vsaid casing 
having an opening through which said tapeis 
led; an arm projecting from‘ said casing and 
under which the tape is fed from said opening; 
a pad carried by said arm for pressing said tape 
onto the surface to receive the same; a face on 
the free end of said am angularly disposed rela 
tive to the tape-engaging surface of said pad; 
and means normally carried within said arm and 
movable therefrom for severing the tape when 

surface on which the tape is being 

bent back and adhesively se-. 
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said device is tilted to bring said face into engage 
ment with the surface receiving the tape. 

2. A' dispensing device of the type described 
comprising a casing for holdingv a roll of the tape 
to be dispensed; a pressure pad carried by the 
undersurface of said casing, said, casing having a 
slot opening onto said undersurface through 

’ which said tape is fed to pass beneath said pad 

10 

15 

20 

the tape from adhering to ‘ 
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for application to a desired surface as the device 
is drawn over the same; means normally carried 
within said casing for severing the tape when a 
desired length has been drawn off said roll and 
applied to said surface; and means for actuating 
said severing means made operative by rocking 
said casing about an edge of said pad. ‘ 

3. A device for dispensing tape comprising a 
casing for holding a roll of said tape, said casing 
having a slot through which one end of said tape is 
led; a hollow arm projecting from said casing and 
under which the tape is fed from said slot; a pad 
carried by said arm for supporting said device 
and for pressing said tape onto the surface to re 
.ceive the same as the device is drawn over said 
surface; a face on the freeend of said arm angu 
larly intersecting the.lower surface of said arm, 
said face having an opening therein; means nor 
mally carried within said arm and movable there- ‘ 
from for severing the tape; and means project 
ing through said opening for moving said severing 
means from within said arm as said device is 
rocked about the fulcrum formed at the intersec 
tion of said face and the lower surface of said 

' arm. 
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4. A device for’dispensing tape comprising a 
casing for holding a roll of said tape,.said casing 
having a slot through which one end of said 
tape is led; a hollow arm projecting from said 
casing and under which the tape is fed from said 
slot; a pad carried by said am for pressing said 
tape onto the surface to receive the same as the 
device is drawn over said surface; a face formed 
at the free end of said arm angularly intersect 
ing the lower surface of arm; means normally 
carried within said arm and movable therefrom 
for severing the tape when the desired length has 
been dispensed; and means carried bysaid sever 
ing means and- protruding through an opening in 
said face for moving said severing means into cut 
ting engagement with said tape when the device 
is rocked about the fulcrum formed at the inter 
section‘of said face and the lower surface of said 
arm to urge said last named means into engage 
ment with the surface receiving the tape. 

5. A dispensing device of the type describedv 
comprising a casing for holding a roll of the tape 
to be dispensed; a hollow arm projecting from 
said casing and having an opening at the free 
end thereof; a pressure pad carried by the un 
dersurface of said arm, said arm having a slot 
opening onto said undersurface through which 
said tape is fed to said pad for application to a 
desired surface; means normally carried within 
said arm for severing the tape when a desiredv 
length has been drawn off said roll and applied . 
to said surface; and means projecting through 
said opening for actuating said severing means. 

6. A device for dispensing tape comprising a 
casing for holding a, roll of said tape, said casing 
having a slot through which one end of said tape 
is led; a hollow arm projecting from said casing 
and under which the tapeisfed from said slot; 
a pad carried by said arm for pressing said tape 
onto the surface to receive the same as the device 
is drawn over said surface; a- strip of resilient ma 
terial bent upon itself, said strip being curled to 
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lay within said hollow arm, said arm having an 
opening at the free end thereof through which 
the bow of said strip protrudes; and means for 
limiting movement of one end of said strip, the 
other end of said strip being formed with a knife 
edge and free to move through 'a slot formed in 
said arm adjacent said pressure pad upon an 
application of pressure against said how. 

‘ 7. A device for dispensing tape comprising a ' 
casing for holding a roll of said tape, said casing" 
having a slot through which one end of said 
tape is led; a pad carried by said casing under 
which‘ said tape is fed from said s10t,'said pad 
pressing said tape onto the surface to receive the 
same; a. strip of resilient materialcurled to con 
form to a portion of the interior surface of said 
casing; a guide surface formed within said cas 
ing for guiding one end of ‘said strip to a slot 
leading to one end of said pad; a bow portion 
of said strip‘protruding through an opening at 
the one end of said casing and 50 disposed that a 
rearwardly directedtilting motion imparted to 
said device forces said bow inwardly and urges 
the one end of the strip along the guide surface 

, and through the slot to sever the tape at the one 
end of said pad. 

8. 'A dispensing device of the type described 
comprising a casing for holding a roll of the 
tape to be dispensed; a hollow arm projecting 
from said casing and having an opening at the 
free end thereof; a pressure pad carried by the 
undersurface of said arm, said arm having a slot 
opening onto said undersurface through which 
said tape is fed to said pad for application to 
a desired surface; means normally carried with 
in said arm for severing the tape when a desired 
length has been drawn off said roll and pressed 
by said pad into engagement with said surface; 
and means formed integral with said severing 
means projecting through said opening for actu 
ating ‘said severing means in response to an in 
wardly directed force applied to said last named 
means. 

9. A device for dispensing tape comprising a 
casing for holding a roll of the tape to be dis 
pensed; ‘a hollow arm projecting from one side 
of said casing; a transverse wall forming a cham 
ber at the free end of said arm; a, pressure pad 
formed on the undersurface of said arm under 
which tape is fed from a slot leading from the 
interior of said casing; a strip of resilient ma 
terial, one end of said strip being held within 
said chamber substantially parallel to the surface 
of said pad, said strip having a bow intermediate 
the ends thereof projecting through an opening 
at the free end of said arm, the other end of said 
strip being curled back to extend at a substantial 
angle to the path of said tape; and a guide sur 
face within said chamber leading to a slot open 
ing onto said path whereby a force applied to 
said bow causes the free end of said strip to move 
along said guide and through said slot to sever 
said tape. 

10. A device for dispensing tape comprising a 
, casing for holding a roll of the tape to be dis 
pensed; a hollow arm projecting from ‘one side 
of said casing; a transverse wall forming a cham 
ber at the free end of said arm; a pressure pad 
formed on the undersurface of said arm under 
which tape is fed from a slot leading from the 
interior of said casing; a strip of resilient ma 
terial, one end of said'strip being‘ held within 
said chamber substantially parallel to the sur 
face of said pad, said strip having ‘a bow inter 
mediate the ends thereof projecting through an 
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opening at the free end of said arm, the other 
end of said strip being curled back to extend at 
a substantial angle to the path of said tape; a 
guide surface formed on said transverse well 
within said chamber leading to a slot in the wall 
of said arm about which said device may be rocked 
to force said bow into engagement with the sur 
face receiving said tape to cause the free end of 
said strip to move along said guide and through 
said slot to sever said tape. 

11. A device for dispensing tape comprising a 
casing; a hollow axle within said casing for hold 
ing a roll of said tape; a hollow arm projecting 
from said casing; a transverse wall forming a 
chamber at the free end of said arm; a pressure 
pad formed on the undersurface of said arm un 
der. which tape is fed from a slot leading from the 
interior of said casing; a strip of resilient mate 
rial, one end of said strip being held within said 
chamber substantially parallel to the surface of 
said pad, said strip ‘having a bow intermediate 
the ends thereof projecting through an opening 
at the open end of said arm, the other end of said 
strip being curled back to extend at a substantial 
angle to the path of said tape; a guide surface on 
said wall leading to a slot opening onto said path 

' whereby a force applied to said bow causes the 
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free end of said strip to move along said guide 
and through said slot to sever said tape; a cover 
for said casing; a boss carried by said cover 
adapted to be frictionally held within said hollow 
axle when the cover is mounted to said device; 
and means on said cover cooperative with means 
on said transverse wall for holding said cover 
against rotation relative to said casing. 

12. A device for dispensing tape comprising a 
casing for holding a. roll of said tape, said casing 

, having a slot in a wall thereof through which 
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one end of said tape is led; a hollow arm project 
ing from said casing and under which the tape is 
fed from said slot; a pad carried by said arm for 
pressing said tape onto the surface to receive the 
same as the device is drawn over said surface; 
a face formed at the free end of said arm angu 
larly intersecting the lower surface of said and; 
a strip of resilient material bent upon itself, said 
strip being curled to lay within said hollow arm, 
said face having an opening therein through 
which the bow of said strip protrudes; means for 
limiting movement of one end of said strip, the 
other end of said strip being formed with a knife 
edge and free to move through a slot formed in 
said arm adjacent the trailing edge of said pres 
sure pad when said device is rocked about the ful 
crum formed by the intersection of said face and 
lower surface of said arm to force said bow into 

v engagement with the surface receiving said tape. 
13. A device for dispensing tape comprising a 

casing for holding a roll of said tape, said casing 
having a slot through which said tape is led; a 
hollow arm projecting from said casing and open 
at the free end thereof, said arm forming a cham 
ber adjacent to said slot; tape severing means 
normally carried within said chamber; and means 
for actuating said severing means comprising 
means extending through the open end of the said 
arm adapted when forced back into the open end 
of said arm to actuate said severing means and 
move the same through an aperture in said arm 
leading to the path of said tape as it emerges from 
said slot whereby the end of the tape can be 
grasped by the hand of the user and a desired 
length drawn off the roll after which the hand 
‘may be moved into engagement with said actuat 
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ins means to force the same back into the open 
end of said arm to move the severing means 
through said aperture and into said tape to sever 
the same. ‘ ' 

14. Avdevice 
casing for holding a roll of said tape, said casing 
having a slot through which said tape is led; a 
hollow‘ arm projecting from said casing and open 
at the free end thereof, said arm forming a cham 
ber adjacent to said slot; a strip of resilient metal 
curled back on itself to lay within the chamber 
with the bow of said strip extending through the’ 

and means for limiting open end of said arm; 
of said strip as the bow movement of one end 

for dispensing tape comprising a‘ 
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‘of the tape can 

5 
thereof is compressed, the other end of'said strip 
being formed with'a knife edge and free to move 
as the bow is compressed through an aperture 
formed in said arm leading to the path of said 
tape as it emerges from said slot whereby the end 

be grasped by the hand of the 
user and a desired length drawn off the roll after 
which the hand holding the tape can be moved 
into engagement with the bow of the strip to 
compress the same and ‘move the knife edge ‘ 
through said aperture and into said tape to sever 
the same. 
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