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My invention relates to ilexible bands with re 
leasable clasps particularly adapted to be asso 
ciated with a wrist watch and to releasably em 
brace the wrist of the wearer. 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

novel band and novel releasable clasp of simple 
but satisfactory and sturdy construction, afford 
ing a maximum of comfort to the wearer, and 
ease, simplicity and quickness in removing or 
securing the band from or to the user’s wrist, 
An object of the invention is to provide a novel 

strap or band for wrist watches in the nature of 
a chain thus securing and permitting substan 
tial circulation of air between the band and the 
skin of the wearer. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

novel band formed in part from a standard prod 
uct which is readily utilized in the flexible band 
of my invention to secure unique results. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a novel releasable clasp of small dimensions but 
which is readily and easily operated and which 
securely holds the parts when, closed. 
Another object of the invention is to provideV 

a novel clasp construction having great strength 
proportionately to the small size of the clasp 
and which is practically impossible to inadvert 
ently open. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a novel clasp which when closed prow 
vides a particularly neat and attractive appear 
ance free of any protuberances. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a novel band and associated parts that 
are simple and inexpensive but rugged in con- ï' 
struction and easy to manufacture. 
The invention resides in the parts and com 

` bination of parts more particularly hereinafter 
described in detail and pointed out in the claims. 
Other objects, advantages and features of in 

vention may appear from tiïé accompanying 
drawing, the subjcined detail description and the 
appended claims. 
The accompanying drawing illustrates the in 

vention in a form I at present deem preferable. 
Figure l is a face view of a wrist watch show 

ing the attaching loops for the flexible element 
of the bracelet that is shown in imaginary wrist 
encircling position. 
Figure 2 is an edge View of a wrist watch pro 

vided with a ilexible band and associated parts 
constructed in accordance with my invention 
and showing the clasp in closed position. 
Figure 3 is a bottom view of the parts as shown 

in Figures 1 and >2. 
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Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2 but show 
ing the clasp in released or opened position and 
one side of the flexible element being partly ex 
tended through its respective attaching loop. 

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 3 but with 
the clasp members separated to show the coact 
ing faces thereof.` 

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view, on enlarged 
scale, taken on line 6-6, Figure 2,‘and looking 
in the direction ofthe arrows. 

Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view or” the clasp 
taken on line '1_-1, Figure 6, and looking in the 
direction of the arrows. 
Figure 8 is a cross-sectional view of one of the 

clasps, on enlarged scale, taken on line 8-8, 
Figure 1, and looking in the direction of the ar 
rows. 

Flexible bands intended to be worn for con 
siderable periods, such as bands or straps for 
wrist watches, should, for maximum comfort, 
provide for free circulation of air to the skin 
of the wearer in order that the natural moisture 
which continually reaches the exterior of the 
skin can evaporate, otherwise this moisture is 
liable to enter joints in the flexible band, or the 
material of the band, and clasp, besides causing 
a feeling of discomfort to the wearer. It follows, 
therefore, that the clasp itself should be small as 
practicable without reducing the security of its 
grip. , 

The band of a wrist watch, in particular, should 
have maximum ilexibility since the muscles of the 
wrist are in constant use. 
The initial adjustment to adapt a band from 

stock to the various diameters of different users’ 
wrists should be readily effected, and minor later 
adjustment provided for, both to accurately inif 
tially fit the wearer and to compensate for 
changes in weight which varies considerable in 
some people in relatively short periods. 
These requirements are met in my invention 

by the use of a chain preferably of the twisted 
link type in which the links lie ñat. A wrist 
watch bracelet may be made up from'a predeter 
minal length ofV such chain so as to embrace the 
average maximum diameter of wrist and the at 
taching loops may be threaded thereon and the 
ends of the chain temporarily secured toV> opposed 
parts of a separable clasp, so that the prospective 
user may have the necessary number of links 
taken from the chain, and the separable clasp 
parts secured in place to encircle the wrist with 
the desired degree of snugness. However, should 
he later vwish to have the length of the chain 
lengthened or shortened to accommodate a vari 
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readily made by releasing one endof the chain 
from 'its associated clasp part, and then securing 
the end of the chain to its clasp member. 
The flexible band construction comprises a 

length of flexible material such as the chain I, 
one end of which is secured to one part or base 
element 2, `of a separable clasp, C, that is ulti 
mately arranged at approximately the center of 
the chain and secured thereto by a pressed out lug 
2a. The chain I passes through a chain attach 
ing loop 3 through which the chain is freely 
slidable. A loop 3 is arranged on each side of 
the clasp element 2 and each loop 3 is provided 
With a tubular bearing A that isiheld in position 
by brazing or soldering thereto a lug B that is 
>pressed out of the underside of loop 3. The bear- ’ 
ing A receives the spring bar c of the watch. 
A second clasp element 4 which forms a cover 

or locking member for clasp element 2 is secured 
to the other end of chain I after the chain is 
threaded through chain attaching loop element 3. 
The clasp base element 2 is preferably in the 

form of a flat hollow rectangular box or housing, 
but need not necessarily be of such form. Refer 
ring to Figures 2, 6, and 7, it will be seen that the 
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surface D of the clasp base 2 next to the Wearer’s ' 
skin, which will be called bottom, is imperforated 
and a member E having sides 5 and S is soldered 
to bottom D a short distance inwardly from the 
sides thereof, so as to leave a slight flange F ex 
tending therealong. The sides 5 and 6 are slight 
ly bulged intermediate their longitudinal edges, 
the purpose of which will be hereinafter ex 
plained. The ends of member E are provided ‘ 
with» centrally disposed depending bracing lugs 
or sides ‘I and 8 that are soldered to bottom mem 
ber D, providing openings on each side thereof 
for reception and passage of the chain I. The 
top surface of member E is provided with the 
pressed out lug 2a and with a centrally arranged 
elongated slot 9 extending in the direction of the 
chain I, and an elongated out out or recess I9 
is arranged on the side of the central slot 9 oppo 
site'to the pressed out lug 2a and joins one of the 
apertures in the side. A second struck out lug 
lI is provided on the same side of slot 9 as cut 
out I9 but toward the opposite edge' of the top 
of element E. An aperture I2 is provided in side 
Wall E below pressed out lug 2a enabling this 
lug to be pushed upwardly by inserting a pointed 
tool and to release the chain I from the lug 2a 
to provide for adjustment, if necessary. _ 
The clasp element 4 is formed like the cover of 

- a box and ñts closely over member E of the clasp 
base 2, The element 4 has its outer top surface 
and the two longitudinal sides free from pro 
jections or apertures, and the sides that extend 
over the ends of the band are provided With cen 
trally disposed depending members I3 and I4 
analogous to, and that overlie the members 'I 
and 8 when the clasp is closed to position the 
clasp element longitudinally of the base 2, and 
the central disposition of the members I3 and 
I4 relative >to its associated clasp element 4 pro 
,vide cut out portions on each side of such de 
pending members I3, I4 through which strands 
'of chain I extend, The depending portion I3, 
Figures 5 and '7, is preferably of a height such 
that a ñnger nail may be easily inserted under 
neath it when it is desired to release'or separate 
the clasp members, and the other'portion I4 is 
provided with a rounded and extended end to 
facilitate longitudinal positioning ,of the part 4 
on the Vbase 2 when .closing the clasp. Prefer 
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2,398,723 
`ation in wrist diameter, the adjustment can be ably I form the sides of the clasp parts 2 and 4 

with a slight convex curve so that the natural 
elasticity of the metal holds the part 4 snugly on 
part 2. 
On the underside of the top of element 4 a 

lug I5 is provided and shaped to snugly fit in 
aperture or slot 9 formed in the top of element 2. 
This 4configuration of the parts acts to resist the 
forces tending to slide parts 2 and 4 longitudi 
nally over one another. Also on the underside of 
the top of element 4 of the clasp, a hook I 6 (Fig 
ure 5) of readily deformed metal is provided and 
is soldered in position to be received in aperture 
Il) of element 2. This hook I6 serves to secure 
one end of the chain to clasp element 4. ’ 
In order to enable the flexible member or chain 

I to move freely with respect to the chain attach 
ing loop members 3 which are pivotally secured 
to the watch, they are formed substantially of 
D-shape in cross-section (Fig. 4) with the tubular 
bearings A being soldered to the straight side of 
the D while the rounded side is preferably shaped 
in a slight curvature to facilitate sliding of the 
chain through the loops 3. , 
In use, the invention will be made in assembled 

form and detached from the wrist watch or 
other object with which it is to be associated and 
the chain I will be of predetermined length and 
secured to the clasp member 2 by the lug or struck 
out member II which, it will be noted, extends 
in a direction such that a pull on the chain will 
more securely tend to depress the lug I I to main 
tain it in holding position. The chain is then 
passed through an attaching loop 3 then through 
the clasp member 2 on the side opposite lug II 
and opening In and the lug 2a is not depressed 
so that the strand of the chain I underneath 
lug 2a may freely pass through clasp member 2. 
The chain is then passed through a second at 
taching loop 3 and connected to the hook I6 
which is only slightly depressed. 
When it is desired to associate the bracelet with 

a wrist Watch, the old strap or bracelet is first 
removed in the usual manner and then the left 
hand attaching loop 3 is secured to the watch 
by the usual spring bar of the watch, and the 
chain is then adjusted relative to the Watch and 
the left-hand attaching loop 3 and the clasp C 
by positioning the Watch on one side of the wrist 
and the clasp in the diametrical opposite side 
of the Wrist and then pulling the chain through 
clasp 2 underneath lug 2a until the desired posi 
tion is obtained then the lug 2a Will be depressed 
to maintain the chain in such adjusted position. 
Then the other attaching loop is secured to the 
watch and the end of chain connected to clasp 
member 4 is usually shortened by cutting olf the 
desired number of chain links and then the end 
link of the chain is secured to hook I6 by de 
pressing the same. ’ 

When the clasp members are associated with 
each other in closed position, the friction of the 
slight curvature of the sides of the clasp prevent 
the clasp members from being accidentally sepa 
rated and the lug I5 ñtting into slot 9 Vhelps to 
keep the parts from being separated longitudi 
nally due to end pull of the chain elements on 
the clasp and also such lug I 5 reduces side strain 
on the vclasp members thereby maintaining the 
frictional engagement qualities of the clasp for 
an indefinite period. 

It will also be noted that the hook and lug II 
secure the free’ends of the chain to the clasp 
adjacent to each other so that end pull of the 
chain on the clasp members is further equalized. 
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I claim: 
l. The combination of a nexible watch band 

and >a separable clasp therefor, comprising a 
length of link chain, a separable clasp compris 
ing a box like clasp part having side openings 
through which the chain is passed, deformable 
retaining means carried by and extending within 
said clasp part to which said chain is secured in 
termediate its length, a second deformable re 
taining means arranged within said clasp part 
to which one end of said chain is secured, and 
another clasp part ñtting closely over said ñrst 
clasp part and provided with deformable retain 
ing means to which the other end of said chain 
is secured, the two clasp parts being formed with 
co-acting surfaces acting to resist relative move 
ment of the clasp parts in vertical and trans 
verse directions, said box like clasp part being 

15 

provided with an imperforate bottom element, t 
and the remainder of the box like clasp part corn 
prising a top element provided with a retaining 
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aperture, a cut out portion, side elements at the ' 
ends of the box like part transverse of the band 

3 
having said side openings to receive the chain, 
.one of said openings extending into said cut out 

‘ portion in the top element, and side elements 
«longitudinal of the band, one of which is pro 

" vided with an aperture to gain access to said 
deformable retaining means; said second clasp 
part being adapted to snap over the first clasp 
part and having an imperforate top and two im 
perforate sides, the remaining sides comprising 
depending portions engaging with the sides of 
the first clasp part intermediate the chain re 
ceiving apertures therein. , 

2. The combination of a flexible band and sep 
arable clasp therefor, as set forth in claim l, 
having two chain attaching loops one arranged 
on each side of said clasp to freely slide on said 
flexible member between said clasp and the end 
of said ñexible member, said attaching loops be 
ing provided with `means for attachment to a 
watch, and being formed with a slight curvature 
on the side opposite the attaching means to facili 
tate sliding of the ñexible band therethrough. 

l ‘ GEORGE SCHMIDT. 


