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1 Claim. 

This invention relates to floor mats of the flexi 
bly connected link type commonly used on factory 
and shop floors in front of machines and work 
benches, and in which links of rubber, wood or 
othâr material and of a fairly large nature are 
use . 

In mats of this character, the links are ar 
ranged in transverse rows with the links of ad 
joining rows alternating and side lapping each 
other at their ends, and with the ends pivotally 
connected together by a cross wire or the like.. 
Where the links of such mats are comparatively 
long, they customarily being three and four inches 
and sometimes more in length, a considerable 
space is present between the aligned ends of 
alternating rows of links at the sides of the links 
of an intermediate cross row which are spaced 
thereby While these spaces are usually sufi 
ciently small that ordinarily the heels of shoes 
will not enter, they may not only be dangerously 
large but also unsightly at the adjoining side 
edges of two mats that are placed in edge abut 
ment one with another. 
The object of this invention is to provide mats 

of this character with edge links of a shape which 
will prevent objectionably large spaces between 
the abutting edges of adjoining mats, will permit 
a nesting of portions of the edge links of one mat 
within spaces provided therefor between the edge 
links of adjoining mats, and will also form spaces 
in which the bent or shouldered ends of the con 
necting wires or pivot members may be disposed, 
whereby to enhance the appearance, practicabil 
ity and commercial value of such mats. 
The invention is fully described in the follow 

ing speciñcation, and a preferred embodiment 
thereof illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
in which 

Fìgure 1 is a perspective fragmentary view of 
two mats in edge abutting relation, with the edge 
links of one mat nesting with those of the other; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail of the nesting edge 
feature of two mats; Fig. 3 is a section on the line 
3--3 in Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspec 
tive view of one of the edge links. 
Mats ofthe character shown and in which the 

invention resides are composed of a plurality of 
cross rows I of oblong links 2, with the links of 
each row spaced apart the wid-th of a link and in 
side lapping alternating relation at their .ends 
with the ends of links of an adjoining row and 
pivotally connected thereto. This gives the mat 
a checkered appearance with a space 3 between 
each succeeding pair of ‘links of a row and be 
tween the adjacen-t ends of lengthwise aligning 
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links of alternate rows, as clearly understood in 
the art. , 
The pivotal connection may be of any suitable 

form but usually comprises a stiff wire 4 with its 
,ends bent laterally, as shown at 5, at the outer 
sides of the end'links of a respective row to retain 
the links in assembled relation thereon. In order 
to prevent these bent ends 5 of the wires 4 from 
being too conspicuous and from catching on ' 
things, and being stepped on, and thereby beingl 
either straightened out to loosen the associated 
links, or possibly causing injury to a person’s 
foot, such bent ends are disposed within incut 
portions 6 of the outer or end links. In this man 
ner the end linksof alternate rows are provided 
a-t both ends with endwise projecting lears 8 ñush 
with their inner sides and with the vincuts or _ 
notches 6 at the outer sides of such ears. This 
also provides each end link 1 with a long inner 
side portion and a short outer side portion so 
that the links are substantially of T-form with 
the ears 8 forming the cross arms. 
By making the end links 1 in this form, there 

is the additional advantage of enabling'such links 
of one mat to be quite closely nested with those 
of an adjoining mat, so as to retain the mats in 
side edge interlocking relation, as shown, to pre 
vent relative endwise movements thereof. In this 
manner, the short body portion of an end link 
of one mat projects into the space between the 
corresponding portions of adjacent end links 'I 
of an adjoining mat, This also gives several 
assembled mats a more íinished and pleasing 
appearance as a floor covering and prevents the 
presence of large spaces between the side edges 
of adjoining mats. It also causes the bent wire 
ends 5 of one mat to be covered and protected 
by the end links of an adjoining mat. 

It will be noted that the space between the 
short outer side portions of endlinks of endwise 
adjoining pairs corresponds substantially to the 
length of such outer side portion of a link, so 
that the corresponding side portion of an end 
link of an adjoining mat fits freely therein, as 
shown. 

I wish it understood that my invention is not 
limited to any specific construction, arrangement 
or form of the parts, as it is capable of numerous 
modiñcations and changes without departing 
from the spirit of the claim. 

. Having thus described my invention, what Iv 
claim as new and desire to secure by United States 
Letters Patent is: - 
A mat of the class described, having a plurality 

of parallel cross rows of links, and pivot members 
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being transverse to and connecting the links of 
successive rows at their adjacent ends in end 
lapping relation, the end links of alternate rows 
forming the side edges of the mat and being end 
Wise spaced with the outer corners of their ends 
notched to form pivot member engaging ears 
against which the respective ends of the pivot 
members are shouldered and to form the links 
with laterally protuberant body portions of a 

length slightly less than the distance between 
opposed faces of adjacent notches, whereby lwhen 
two mats are placed side edge to side edge the 
protuberant portions ñt into the notches of cor 
responding portions of the end links of the other 
mat with the pivot members of the two mats 
substantially aligning. v 
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