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My invention relates ‘ to improvements in 
crutches, for walking purposes, the primary ob 
ject in view being to provide a simply construct 
ed, inexpensive crutch particularly adapted tov 
support the weight of a body through the medium 
of the arms of the user and the hands, instead of 
solely from the shoulders, and which is easy to 
handle, provides for minimum strain on the 
hands, is strong and safe, and adequately cush 
ioned so as to render the use thereof less tiring 
than ordinary crutches. 
Other and subordinate objects are also com 

prehended by my invention, all of which, to 
gether with the precise nature of my improve 
ments, will be readily understood when the suc 

- ceeding description and claims are read with ref: 
erence to the drawing accompanying and form 
ing part of this speci?cation. 
In said drawing: 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of my im 

proved crutch, in its preferred embodiment, 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary view in longitudinal 

section, taken on the line 2-—2 of Figure 1,' and 
drawn to an enlarged scale. ' 
Figure 3 is a view'in transverse section taken 

on the line 3-3 of Figure 1. ' 
‘Referring to the drawing by numerals, my im 

proved crutch, as illustrated, comprises the usual 
rounded staif portion 1 from which rises a pair 
of like yoke-forming side members 2 of'the usual 
type, but split at their juncture with the staff 
portion I from the material of which the crutch 
is made, preferably wood. >A rivet 3 is extended 
through the staff portion 1 at the juncture there 
of with the side‘members'2 to prevent said staff 
portion I from splitting downwardly from said 
side members. ' 
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A cross bar of suitable material, preferably ' 
wood, and designated 4 extends between the side 
members 2_ and at a suitable distance from the 
upper ends of said side members 2 to provide, to 
gether with said ends, a comparatively deep 
crotch 5 at the upper end of the crutch. The 
cross bar 4 is preferably formed with a relatively 
deep, concave upper edge 6. A cross rod 1 ex 
tending through the side members 2 and the cross 
bar 4 with riveted ends 8 secures the said cross 
bar and said side members 2 together. 

Substantially midway, preferably, between the 
cross bar 4 and the sta? portion l, a pair of up 
per and lower, transverse hand grips 9, ll] of con 
vex form longitudinally are ?tted endwise be 
tween the side members 2 in closely adjacent re 
lation and parallel, with rods ll, I2, similar to 
rod 1, extending therethrough and through said 
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side members 2 to secure the hand grips inposi 
tion. The hand grips 9, 10’ may be nested, one 
in a concavity l3 provided in the other to arrange 
said grips close together. 
At the lower end of the staff portion I, a cy 

lindrical socket member I4 is providedand which 
is formed of suitable resilient material, such as 
rubber. The socket member [4 is divided by a 
diametrical web l5, relatively thick, into a com 
paratively deep upper socket It by means of 
which said member is sleeved onto the sta? por 
tion I , and a shallower bottom socket I‘! in which 
is ?tted a cushion tip l8 of softer resilient ma— 
terial than that of the socket member IQ, for in 
stance, soft rubber. A spike l9, or nail, having 
its head 20 suitably embedded in the tip l8 ex 
tends upwardly through the partition l5 and into 
the staff portion l and secures the socket mem 
ber M to said staff portion, and the tip IS in the 
socket l'l. - 

In using the described crutch, the crotch 6 is 
suitably positioned under the arm and straddles 
the upper portion of the arm at the inner side 
thereof below the shoulder, the hand grasping 
the hand grips 9, I0. With the crotch so posi_ 
tioned, the entire weight of the body may be 
borne‘ by the arms and the crutch may be held 
conveniently so as to prevent the crotch 6 from 
becoming displaced from proper position around 
the arms. The described double hand grips v9, 
l0 provide a more extensive hand grip surface, 
than in the usual crutch, obviating closing of 
the hand tightly and thereby cramping the palm 
and ?ngers. The socket l4 and tip I 8 provide 
inexpensive e?ective means for cushioning the, 
crutch which may be easily 
replaced as required. ' ' 

The foregoing will, it is believed, su?ice to im 
part a clear understanding of my invention with 
out further explanation. ‘ 

Manifestly, the invention, as described, is sus 

and inexpensively 

ceptible of modi?cation without departing from. 
the inventive concept, and right is herein reserved 
to such modi?cations as fall within the scope of 
the appended claims. ‘ 

What I claim is: . 
1. A crutch comprising a staif portion, a pair 

of yoke-forming side members rising from said 
staff portion, a cross bar extending between said 
side members below the upper ends of said mem 
bers and forming with said upper ends a deep 
crotch for straddling the arm of the user, and a 
pair of superposed hand grips extending between 
said side membersbelow said crossbar and ar- - 
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ranged close together for circumposition by a 
hand around the same. 

2. A crutch comprising a staff portion, a. pair 
of yoke-forming side members rising from said 
staff portion, a cross bar extending between said 
side members below the upper ends of said mem 
bers and forming with said upper ends a deep 
crotch for straddling the arm of the user, and 

a pair of superposed hand grips extending be 
tween said side members below said cross bar and 
arranged close together for circumposition by a. 
hand around the same, one of said hand grips 
having a concavity therein and the other hand 
grip nesting in said concavity to dispose said grips 
close together. 

HARRIS A. TRACY. 


