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This invention relates to apparatus commonly 
known as a sling such as used for handling bar 
rels, drums and the like by means of a hoist, 
crane or similar apparatus. 
The present invention is designed particularly 

for handling a number of drums at the same time 
and primarily consists of a hoisting member 
which may be in the form of a beam, rod or pipe 
upon which a plurality of pairs of arms are piv 
otally mounted, the arms in each pair being op 
positely disposed with respect to each other and 
having hooks at their lower ends which project 
inwardly therefrom. Provision is also made for 
limiting the swinging movement of the arms in 

- each pair toward each other when the arms are 
not in engagement with the drum or barrel to be 
hoisted. 
One of the objects of my invention is to pro 

vide a sling of simple and sturdy construction 
having .few parts which can be easily manipu 
lated for handling the objects to be moved with 
a minimum of effort. The sling of the present 
invention is constructed on the theory that each 
pair of arms constitute a pair of tongs for lift 
ing a single druin in such a manner that the 
weight of the drum has a tendency to pull the 
arms downwardly and consequently inwardly, 
thereby insuring that the drum, once engaged by 
the arms, cannot become disengaged until the 
weight of the drums has been relieved by landing 
the drum on a supporting surface such as a car, 
platform or the ground. 
Other objects and advantages will appear here 

, inafter from the following description and draw_ 
mg. 
Referring to the drawing, which is for illus 

trative purposes only: 
Fig. 1 is an elevational perspective view show 

ing a sling embodying a form of my invention; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged end view of the sling 

showing a pair of the arms engaged under the 
end rims of an ordinary drum; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing the 
arms in the position assumed by the arms when 
they are in idle position; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of one - 
end of the hoisting member; and 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged view showing a link con 
nection with one of the legs. 
Referring more particularly to the drawing, l0 

designates what I have termed a hoisting mem 
ber, which in the form shown is a hollow length 
of pipe although it is to be understood that this 
member may be a bar, beam or other similar 
structure. The member In is provided with two 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

50 

upwardly extending ears, indicated at H, in 
which are pivotally mounted eyes l2 to which are 
attached hoisting cables indicated at 13. 
Spaced along member ID are a plurality of. 

pairs of arms indicated at M, each pair consist 
ing of a red It forming a leg, the lower end of 
which is provided with an inwardly extending 
hook I6. The upper end of the rods l5 are bent 
to form eyes I‘! which receive the member ID. 
The arms IS in each pair, when suspended from 
the member I0, have a tendency to swing in 
wardly toward each other and for the purpose of 
preventing this, when the sling ‘is not in use, 
the eye on each arm is provided with a projection 
or lug indicated at l8 which engages against an 
abutment H) which is welded to or otherwise 
secured to the member Ill. 
' In the form of invention shown I have illus 
trated the sling as provided with four pairs of 
arms 15, each pair arranged to engage a single 
drum. For the purpose of manipulating these 
arms so that two drums can be engaged between 
the arms with a single operation, I connect the 
arms of two pairs together by means of links 
indicated at 20, such links having an eye 2| 
formed at each end which receives the arms, the 
arms being provided with circular ?anges indi 
cated at 22 to maintain the links in proper place 
on the arms as the eyes 2| of the links freely 
engage the arms. , 

It is to be understood that with the form of 
sling shown two pairs of arms may be operated 
as a unit to engage two drums. This is done 
merely by grasping one of the links, swinging 
the sling so that the arms of such two pairs of 
links engage one end of the drums and then 
spreading the arm so that the opposite arms of 
the two pairs of links engage the opposite ends 
of the drums. It will readily appear that when 
the sling is lowered and the drums rest upon a ' 
support the arms may be readily disengaged from 
the drums by means. grasping the links 20 and 
pulling outwardly from the drums. 
Although one form of the invention has been 

particularly shown‘and described, it is contem 
plated that various changes and modi?cations 
can be made without departing from the scope 
of the invention and it is intended to cover such 
changes and modifications as come within the 
scope of the claims. 

I claim as my invention: ' - 

1. A sling comprising: an elongated hoisting 
member; a plurality of pairs of arms pivotally 
mounted on said hoisting member depending 
therefrom; cooperating means on said hoisting 
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member and each arm for limiting the pivotal 
movement of the arms on said member; links 
connecting each pair of arms to another pair 
and a hook on the lower end of each arm. 

2. A sling comprising: an elongated horizon 
tally disposed hoisting member, hoisting attach 
ments on said member; a plurality of pairs of 
arms each having an eye formed at its upper 

end freely receiving the said member; an abut 
ment on the said member for each arm; a. pro 
jection on the eye of each arm engageable with 
one of the abutments on said member; a hook 
on the lower end of each arm and links con 
necting each pair of arms to another pair. 

ROBERT W. WESTFALL. 


