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The present invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in‘ back rests, particularly for bed 
ridden patients, and has for its primary object ‘ 
to provide, in a manner as hereinafter set forth, 
a unique construction and arrangement whereby 
the device may be expeditiously adjusted to sub 
stantially any desired position with a minimum 
of effort. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide 

an adjustable back rest of the aforementioned 
character which will be comparatively simple in 
construction, strong, durable, highly efficient and 
reliable in use, compact, light in weight, com 
fortable, and which may be manufactured at low 
cost. . 

All of the foregoing, and still further objects 
and advantages of the invention, will become 
apparent from a study of the following speci?ca 
tion, taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings wherein like characters of reference 
designate corresponding parts throughout the 
several views,_ and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a back rest 
constructed‘in accordance with the present in 
vention, showing the device closed. ' 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view, showing the 
rest adjusted to an intermediate position. 
Figure 3 is a side elevational view, showing the 

rest in its lowermost adjustedlposition. 
Figure 4 is a top plan view showing the device ' 

‘ open. ' 

Figure 5 is a view in vertical longitudinal sec 
tion through the closed device. ‘ ' 

Figure 6 is a view in vertical longitudinal sec 
tion through an end portion of the base, showing ‘-‘ 
the manner of securing the props in adjusted 
position. ' i ' 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, it will 
be seen that the embodiment‘ of the invention 
which has been illustratedcomprises a substan 
tially rectangular base of suitable dimensions 
which is designated generally by reference nu 
meral I. The base I includes upperv and lower 
plies or laminations 2 and 3,_respectively, which, 
in the embodiment shown, are secured together 

panel 9 for engagement in the slots 5 and. the 
lateral enlargements 6 thereof are elongated 
blocks l0. Hingedly mounted at H on the blocks 
ID are comparatively long and short legs or props 
l2 and I3, respectively. ‘ 
It is thought that the operation of the device ' 

will be readily apparent from a consideration of 
the foregoing. Brie?y, the slots ‘5 receive the ele 

] ments In, H, I2 and I3 when the panel 9 is in 
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by tacks or the like 4. The laminations 2 and 3 , 
may also be adhesively secured together. i 
The upper lamination 2 of the base I, ‘which 

is comparatively thick, has formed longitudinally 
in its forward portion, adjacent the side edges 
thereof, slots 5 comprising laterally enlarged for 
ward end portions 6. The lower lamination 3 of 
the base I has formed transversely therein spaced 
slots 1 which communicate with the slots 5. 
Hingedly mounted at 8 on one end of the base 

i for vertical swinging movement is a panel 9 of 
wood or other suitable material. The panel 9 
is of substantially the same dimensions as the 
base I. 
Fixed longitudinally on the lower side ofthe to 

closed position on the base I, as illustrated to ' 
advantage in Figure 5 of the drawin-gs._ When it 
is desired to adjust the panel 9 to a slight inclina 
tion, as seen in Figure 3 of the drawings, the free 
end of said panel is raised suf?ciently tocause 
the short props Hi to drop into the ?rst slots ‘I, 
thereby positively supporting said panel. When 
a greater inclination or a substantially vertical 
adjustment is desired, the panel 9 is swung up 
wardly for causing the free ends of the compara 
tively~long props l2 to engage in the correct slots 
1. This is best seen in Figure 2 of the drawings, 
wherein it will be observed that the props I3 are . 

The longitudinal walls of the slots’ inoperative. 
5 function as guides for the props l2 and I3. ‘To 
lower or close the device, it is, of course, only ' 
necessary to knock the props l2 and I3 out of 
the slots 1 in which they may be engaged : and . 
swing the panel 9 downwardly. 

It is believed that the many advantages of a 
back rest constructed in accordance with the 
present invention will be readily understood, and 
although a preferred embodiment of the device I 
is as illustrated and described, it is tobe under 
stood that changes in the details of construction 
and in the combination and arrangement of parts 
may be resorted to which will fall within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. ‘ ‘ 

What is claimed is: ' _ 

A back rest-of the character described com 
prising an elongated base including upper and 
lower laminations, the upper lamination being 
comparatively thick and having longitudinal slots 
therein, said slots having lateral enlargements at _ 
corresponding ends thereof, the lower lamination 
having transverse slots therein communicating 
with the longitudinal slots, an‘ elongated panel 
hingedly mounted on one end of the base for 
vertical swinging adjustment, and pairs of com 
paratively long and short props hingedly mount 
ed beneath the panel and engagea'ble, at their 
free ends, in the transverse slots for releasably 
supporting said panel in adjusted position, said 
props further being engageable in the longitudi 
na-l slots when the panel is swung to closed posi- . 
tion on the base, the'short props being disposed 
beside the free end portions of the long props in - 
position to enter the lateral enlargements of the 
longitudinal slots when the panel is so swung. 

’ JOHN J. WILLIAMS. 


