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The invention relates to new and useful im 
' provements in devices for supporting articles of 
widely varying kinds and descriptions for various 
purposes, as for drying or' display, and more par 
ticularly to such improvements in devices espe 
cially adapted to individually support various ar- ’ 
ticles of wearing appareL'especially for drying 
such articles in domestic use, and for displaying 
them commercially, as in show cases and win 
dows. This application is a division of my prior 

1 application Serial No. 232,321 ?led September 29,‘ 
1938. ' ' 

Objects and advantages of the invention will 
be set forth in part hereinafter and in part will 
be obvious herefrom, or may be learned by prac 

“tice with the invention, the same being realized 
and attained by means of the instrumentalities 
‘and combinations pointed out in the appended 

I claims. . 

The invention consists in the novel parts, con 
structions, andarrangements, combinations and 

, improvements herein shown and" described.‘ 
The accompanying drawings, referred to here 

, in and constituting a part hereof, illustrate vari 
ous embodiments of the invention, and together 
“with the description, servev to explain the prin 
ciples ‘of the invention. 

, ' Of the drawings: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an embodi 
ment of the invention, in connection with a wall 
towel rack; 
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mon domestic devices, which may be of approxi 
mately conventional or standard form, and which 
do not require increase in the size or bulk or the 
‘appearance of such articles, and do not in any 
wise impair their usual uses, as for example in 
corporating garment-drying facilities of fairly ex 
tensive capacity with an ordinary towel rack, the 
drying’ devices being storable there-within when 
not in use; or the incorporation of such devices 
with a roller towel bracket, and providing for 
withdrawal and inclusion thereof within the 
bracket and towel roll when not in use; to pro 
vide relatively very extensixe garment drying fa 
cilities especially adapted for compact or con 
stricted living quarters, such as are currently 
common, embodied in economical, simple and 
compact devices which are readily attachable 
to and detachable from room structures or furni 
ture, and are portable and sightly, being espe 
cially useful for persons wishing to do washing 
and refreshing of garments in their constricted 
livinggquarters; ‘to provide article display devices 
for commercial use having extraordinarily wide 
and varied displaying facilities, likewise of simple, 
sturdy and very compact structure, the extensive 
and varied display facilities being capacitated to 
meet the Wide range of requirements for varied 
and artistic commercial display, such as are nec 
essary, for example, in the display of personal 
wear‘ for both women and men, while obviating 
the expenditurenormally required fora very 

‘ large number of display devices of different kinds, Figure ’ 2 is "a fragmentaryr'central section 
through Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a horizontal section through Figure 

‘l, but showing the device closed; , - 
Figurev 4 is a plan View, showing the device 

mounted in a wash stand; ’ 
Figure 5 is a side elevation looking at Figure 4 

from the front; ' ' , 

Figure 6, is a fragmentary vertical section, on 
> an enlarged scale, on line 6—6 of Figure 4. 

The invention is directed to’ providing exten 
sive and Varied article-supporting facilities for 

‘ purposes of commercial display, domestic drying, 
_ and the like, within unusually, small compass, the ‘ 
means or devices being of simple, sturdy, reliable‘ 
and exceedingly compact structure and arrange 
ment, and usually having only the bulk, and ap 
pearance ‘of similar devices which are now.in 
use but which have only a fraction of the drying, 
or display facilities of those provided by the 
present invention; _ to provide, article-supporting 
v'facilities'for garment drying and the 1ik,e,.hav 
ing advantages of the character described, which 
are incorpcrable into and enclosable within com- 7 
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' ‘venience, space economy, and appearance. 
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‘and at the same time obviating the storage and 
handling of the great numberrof devices that 
would be otherwise required. 
‘ :Referring now in detail to the embodiment of 
.the invention illustrated by way of example in 
the accompanyingdrawings and referring for the 
present more particularly to‘ Figures 1, 2 and 3, 
the invention is shown applied to and incorpo 
rated within, a towel rack, as a, matter of con 

As 
here embodied an external sheath or casing I is 
shown of relatively elongated form and size, and 
preferably rectangular cross-section, this casing 
in this particular embodiment comprising the 
supporting bar of the towel rack. The casing I 
_is supported in apertured metal brackets 5» and 

- 6, which are carried, respectively, on the ‘rods 
50 ‘l and 8, ?xed in plates 9 and in Which are screwed 

‘to the room wall H. Within thecasingl is a 
,parrier I6, slidable within the casing, and a plu 
rality of article-supporting arms are?mounted 
upon the carrier 16. The sheath or casing l 

‘;_and-'_the;carrier, [6 are preferably. both of corre 



2 
sponding rectangular cross-section, whereby the 
carrier [6 is longitudinally movable relatively to 
the casing but is not rotatable within the casing. 
At one end thereof the carrier [6 is interiorly 
apertured or cut out so as to form top and bot 
tom plates l‘! and I8, and mounted in these plates 
are pivot bearings 19 and 20 upon which the 
article-supporting arms are pivoted. In the 
drawings, two pivot bearings are shown, and upon 
the pivot bearing l9 are pivoted a plurality of 10 
supporting arms 2| and in like manner a plu- ‘ 
rality of article-supporting arms 22 arepivotally 
mounted on the bearing 20. These arms may be 
of various forms, and two such forms are shown , 
in Figures 1 to 3, one form having at one end a 
closed ring which encircles the pivot ring, an 
other iorm being shown as an elongated narrow 
loop, and this form may be pivoted about one of 
its ends, or it may be pushed back so as to have 
part of its length at either side of its pivot. 
The carrier [6 is slidable within the casing or 

sheath l for approximately the entire length of 
the casing, and when it is in the projected posi 

' tion of Figures 1 and 2, the bearings for the sup 
porting arms are exterior to the sheath of casing 
i, and the article supporting arms 2| and 22 are 
disposable in general fan-wise position about 
their pivot. When the carrier [6 is slid inwardly 
through the casing l, the arms 2! and 22 are 
brought into side-by-side position within the cas 
ing. A- hand knob or other suitable device 23 is 
provided which remains outside the sheath I and 
may be used to draw the carrier it from the 
retracted position of Figure 3 to the projecting 
position of Figures 1 and 2 and to push the car 
rier and supports back. This hand piece or knob 
23 may be ?xed to one of the supporting arms 
22, which is made longer for this purpose. The 
opposite end of the carrier I6 may likewise be 
?nished as a corresponding ornamental knob 23, 
and when the device is in the closed position’ of 
Figure 3 these knobs provide an attractive ap 
pearing ?nish at either end of the towel rack. 
Means are provided for accurately positioning 
the carrier [6 when in the projected position 
(Figures 1 and 2) and to this end a spring ball 
clutch 25 is mounted in the carrier l5 and co 

f operates with a suitable detent in the sheath, as 
‘ shown in Figure 2. An illustrative adaptation 
ofthis form of the invention to a wash stand is 
shown‘in Figures 4, 5 and 6 of the drawings. 
The construction of the device itself is substan 
tially the same as shown' in‘ Figures 1, 2 and v3 
but the sheath lis mounted in the ?nishing 
?anges of the wash stand at either side of the 
basin and the inner end is nested in a socket 
form in the structure of the stand. 
‘The invention in certain of its aspects is espe 

cially applicable to display devices, such as are 
used for example in show cases, show Windows 
and the like, to display wearing apparel, or other 
articles, and provides a compact and attractive 
unit of this type having extraordinarily extensive 

' and varied means and facilities particularly 
adapted for displaying a great number of articles 
of many different kinds, all this being within 
the compass and having the external appearance 
of ordinary display units of very limited capacity 
and adaptability. In the illustrated exemplary 
embodiment 'a plurality of different article-dis 
playing supports are shown, and it will be appar 

1 ent that these may be very widely ampli?ed and 
' added to. r ‘ 

.‘The invention iniits broader-aspects is not’v 
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2,355,836 
limited to the speci?c mechanisms shown and 
described but departures may be made therefrom 
within the scope of the accompanying claims 
without sacri?cing its chief advantages. 
What I claim is: 
1. The combination with a household ?xture, 

a rack for supporting articles, consisting of a 
horizontally disposed sheath formedin said ?x 
ture and supported adjacent each end, a carrier 
horizontally slidable and enclosable in said 
sheath, said carrier being provided at one end 
with longitudinally extending top and bottom 
plates a vertically disposed pivot bearing mount 
ed therebetween and a plurality of supporting 
arms pivotally mounted in superposed relation 
on said bearing, said carrier being variably posi 
tionable with respect to .the sheath so as to posi 
tion the pivot bearing externally to the sheath 
with the supporting arms disposable in hori 
zontal fanned out position or with the support 
ing arms side by side longitudinally within the 
sheath, ' 

2. The combination with a household ?xture, 
a rack for supporting articles, consisting of a 

' horizontally disposed sheath formed in said ?x 
ture and supported adjacent each end, a carrier 
horizontally slidable within the sheath but not 
rotatable relative to- the sheath, said carrier pro 
vided at one end with longitudinally extending 
top and bottom plates having a vertical pivot 
bearing disposed therebetween, a plurality of 
supporting arms pivoted on said bearing, locking 
means operating automatically to position the 
carrier in the sheath with the arms exterior to 
the sheath and disposable in fanned out position. 

3. The combination with a household ?xture, 
a rack for supporting articles, consisting of a 
horizontally disposed sheath formed in said ?x 
ture and supported adjacent each end, a carrier 
slidably enclosable in said sheath, said carrier 
being provided at one end with longitudinally 
extending top! and bottom plates between which 
a plurality of supporting ‘arms are pivotally 
mounted on a vertical pivot, the opposite end of 
said carrier being of ornamental con?guration, 
a handle, attached to one of the supporting arms 
for extending and retracting ‘said carrier and 
supporting arms in the sheath, said handle being 

"also of ornamental con?guration, said handle 
50 and ornamental end of said carrier coacting to 

provide ornamental ends for said ?xture when 
-' the carrier and‘ supporting arms are in the re 
tracted position. , , , 

4. The combination ‘with a; wash-stand, a rack 
for supporting articleshconsisting of a horizon 
tally disposed sheath supported adjacent each 
end, said sheath having an .open end formed 
between the inner con?nes of the downwardly 
extending flanges ofsaid wash-stand, one of said 
?anges beingprovided} with an aperture for re 
ceiving‘ the open end of said sheath, means on 

' the other of said ?angesfor supporting the oppo 
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site end of said sheath, a carrier slidable in said 
sheath, said carrier being’ provided at one end 
with longitudinally extending top and bottom 
plates-between which a plurality of supporting 

' arms are pivotally mounted in superposed rela 
tion on a vertical pivot, said carrier being varia 

vbly positionable with respect to said sheath so 
10f as to position'the supporting arms externally of 

the sheath disposable in fanned out horizontal 
’ position, orv with the supporting arms side by 
~ side longitudinally within thev sheath. 

i JOHN T. WHALEN. 


