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1 Claim. 

This invention pertains to obstetrical belts or 
abdominal binders which are particularly adapt 
ed for use with a sanitary napkin in the earlier 
part of the post-natal period. 

It is a commonly known fact that the uterine 
discharge at this time is excessive and a source of 
annoyance and discomfort to the patient, as well 
as a cause of trouble to those in charge of nurs 
ing during con?nement. Ordinary belts of the 
type indicated are practically worthless for rea- _ 
sons which now will be stated. Since even with 
a sanitary pad of extraordinary size frequent re 
newal is required, the belts presently available 
for use. during the menstrual period have been 
found .wholly inadequate for supporting and 
properly maintaining in position a pad of that 
size. Moreover, most physicians recognize the 
undesirability of any elastic and con?ning belt 
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member during the post-natal period, and for . 
that reason have forbidden theuse of any form 
of restraint. _ , . I. 

A belt to be fully satisfactory for. the punpose 
described must be capable of a wide range of size 
adjustment _to accommodate the progressive con 
traction of the womb after delivery, and yet it 
must-?t perfectly at all stages so. as to permit 
freedom of movement and prevent riding out of 
position. ,, . . . a . 

_ Other practical requirements are coolness while 
on the patient, complete protection against leak 
age on the outside, and ease of laundering. 
The belt or special garment of the present in 

vention satis?es all of these objects and is at the 
same time simple 7 and relatively inexpensive. 
One of the special features of novelty is its shape 
or outline, which may be described as a three 
ended one, having two similar ends adapted to 
be joined around the waist'of the wearer, and 
the third end,_which is intermediate, positioned 
to cover the perineum and be adjustably and in 
dependently secured in the front to the waist 
encircling ends so as to provide adjustment of 
the crotch length. Preferably, the crotch end 
or extension is lined in its pad-engaging area 
with a moisture-repellent layer or shield termi 
nating an appreciable distance from its extremity 
to receive fastening means. The edges or three 
sides of the belt are shaped to form when assem 
bled a garment which will lie substantially flat 
over the back, hip bones, and abdomen; and 
snugly encircle the extreme upper portions of the 
thighs. _ 

A further and speci?c object of the invention 
is to provide a belt of the character described 
with a rubber-like shield which is attached so as 
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to be free-draining, thus avoiding rupture in 
washing. 
These and other features of improvement af 

fording important advantages in use, manufac 
ture, or laundering will be apparent from the fol 
lowing detailed description of a preferred em 
bodiment and two modi?cations, taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Fig. 1 is a ‘plan view of the belt 
inner side; 

Fig. 2 is a front isometric view of the belt in 
assembled relation; 

Fig. 3 represents a cross-section taken on line 
III-III of Fig.1; , 

Fig. 4 shows a further cross-section at the line 
1V—-IV of Fig. 1; ' 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a modified belt con 
struction, and taken from the inner side; 

Fig. 6 represents an enlarged cross-sectional 
view along line VI-VI of Fig. 5; a a 

Fig. 'I is an enlarged cross-section taken on 
line VII-VII of Fig. 5; . . . 

Fig. 8 illustrates by means of an inner side plan 
view a further modi?cation of the invention; 

Fig. 9 shows to an enlarged scale a vertical sec 

at... from the 

' tion taken on line iX-IX of Fig. 8; and 
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Fig. 10 similarly is an enlarged scale cross 
section at line, X-—X of .Fig. 8. . ‘ 
In the embodiment shown in Figs.~ 1 to 4, ref 

erence numeral l2 indicates the belt generally, 
which comprises a continuous back layer l4, sym 
metrical about its vertical axis, as viewed in Fig. 
4, and a fabricated front layer Hi. 

It is to be further noted thatbelt I2 is formed 
with a pair of relatively wide body encircling ends 
l6 and I8, and is provided with an intermediate, 
depending crotch extension or end 20. 
The continuous, three-ended back layer l4 may 

be made of a strong, but fairly light, textile fab 
ric cut on the bias. With an exception to be 
mentioned, the front or inner layer is is simi 
larly formed and has a central, rectangular panel 
22 of the same width as crotch end 20, and ex 
tending from the top to the bottom of the belt 
illustrated in Fig. 1. In practically every in 
stance it has been found preferable to provide 
the belt of this invention with a moisture repel 
lent layer in its pad-engaging area, such as rep 
resented by therubber insert or shield 24, com 
prising a part of the central panel 22 and front 
or inner layer l5, although in the later part of 
the post-natal period a. plain belt may su?ice. 

Figs. 1 and 2 taken together best illustrate the 
novel shape of belt I! and the functional reasons 
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therefor. At its top the belt l2 has a deeply 
concaved, waist-encircling edge 26 extending to 
straight-end edges 28 and 30, respectively, of ap 
proximately ?ve inches in length in a medium 
sized belt, and arranged at nearly right-angles 
to edge 26. A pair of lower edges 32 and 34 merge 
with central panel 22 and de?ne the projecting 
portion of crotch end 20 which has straight side 
edges 36 and 38 and end. edge 40; these edges, 
32 and 34, are quite concave adjacent vpanel 22 

, and become nearly straight as they approach 
end edges 28 and 30, with which they make ap 
proximately right-angle intersections. In as 
sembled relation the edge 26 is capable of con 
forming to the somewhat oval cross-section of 
the human torso above the hips, and the edges 
32-36 and 34—38 will ?t snugly around the but 
tocks and the upper extremities of the thighs 
in a fashion which will insure perfect comfort 
and prevent dislocation of the belt. Heating of 
the patient’s back can be minimized 
the shield 24 as far below concave 
possible. 
The inturned, through-stitched seam shown at 

42 in Fig. 3 extends around the complete periph 
cry of belt l2, but from points 44 and 46, where 
edges 32 and 34 respectively join the crotch ex 
tension 20, to the upper edge 26, and on both 
transverse end connections of rubber shield 24 
with central panel 22, a blind seam 48, formed by 
inturning and stitching only the inturned por 
tion, the rubber shield 24 is preferably employed. 
Because of the required range of ?ne adjust 

undesirability of fasteners which 
will interfere with laundering, and in time cor 
rode, the completely detachable pairs of safety 
pins 50, 50 and 52, 52 for the waist and crotch 
connections respectively are most favored. The 
relative independence of these fastening means 
results in a much better ?t and permits the san 
itary pad or dressing to be replaced without dis 
turbing the waist or abdomen adjustment. Ob 
viously, more than two pins may be used for each 
connection. 
In view of the fact that the two modi?ed em 

bodiments represented by Figs. 5 to 10 are of the 
same shape as the principal embodiment, and are 
in many other points similar, only the features of 
difference will be described, it being understood 
that the foregoing detailed explanation is other 
wise applicable. 

Referring to the modi?cation of Figs. 5 to 7, 
the belt generally designated I20, has an outer 
layer 220 which is divided by a central longitu 
dinal seam 222 which is concealed by having its 
edges turned in and covered by an inner belt 

edge 26 as 

' layer 224. In this embodiment, the inner layer 
224 is of a single continuous piece of fabric in 
order properly to support a pad shield 24!] of 

by spacing . 
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assazco 
anon-heating and relatively weak, moisture re 
pellent material, such as that sold commercially 
under the name “Softex." A seam 480, formed 
by turning under the edge and stitching through 
both thicknesses, extends around shield 240 and 
connects it to the inner layer 224 only, and not 
to outer layer 220. 
The further modi?cation shown in Figs. 8 to 

10 di?’ers from the other modi?cation only in 
its pad shield 250 and the manner of attachment 
of that shield. Here the shield 25!! comprises an 
elongated sheet of rubber-like material having 
its opposite ends turned in and held down by 
transverse rows of stitching 252 and 254, respec 
tively. Only the entire side edges and spaced 
points of the shield 250, such as 256 and 258 in 
termediate its opposite ends are stitched to the 
inner layer of the belt 120. By so doing the op 
posite ends of moisture-repellent shield 25!] are‘ 
left substantially unrestrained, and free drain 
age ofv water entrapped in washing and wringing 
is afforded without danger of rupture of the im~ 
pervious shield. 

Obviously, the belt of this invention can be 
used for other purposes, although designed pri 
marily for obstetrical cases. . 
The present application is a continuation-in~ 

part of a co-pending one which was filed August 
29, 1939, Serial No. 292,469. 

It is to be expected that numerous changes will 
be made in the details of construction of the 
disclosed belt or garment, but it is not intended 
that the same should be limited thereto except 
as required by thespirit and scope of the ap 
pended claim. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is: 
A ?exible obstetrical belt 01’ the character de 

scribed, comprising when ?at a pair of waist 
and-hip encircling end portions, and an inter 
mediate crotch end portion, said belt being 
formed with a markedly concave edge between 
said pair of end portions and having symmetri 

' cally arranged, concave edges extending between 
the respective waist-and-hip encircling end por 
tions and the crotch end portion, said three end 
portions and concave edges of the belt being 
shaped and arranged to form when assembled on 
a wearer a snug ?tting garment for the waist, 
hip, and perineal regions adapted to enclose and 
support a sanitary pad, and said belt being 
formed of coextensive outer and inner fabric 
layers, and a moisture-repellent shield of rela 
tively weak, non-heating material located on the 
inner side of the belt and stitched throughout its 
periphery to the inner fabric layer only and in 
a position to engage the sanitary pad. 

LII-HE S. McNEES. 


