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To all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that I, GEORGE ROUTE, of New 

Haven, in the county of New Haven and State 
of Connecticut, have invented a new Improve~ 
ment in Handles for Milk-Cans ; and I do here 
by declare the following, when taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings, and 
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be 

_ afull, clear, and exact description of the same, 
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and which said drawings constitute part of 
this speci?cation, and represent, in-l 
Figure 1, a front view; Fig. 2, a transverse 

section. 
This invention relates to an improvement in 

handles for milk-cans. 
In the usual construction the handle is 

hinged to the can and left free, so that an un 
pleasant rattle of the handle attends the trans 
portation of the cans, and the constant swing 
ing of the handle wears the sockets, and also 
soon wears through the can at the point where 
the handle strikes upon it, and in many other 
respects the loose swinging handle is incon~ 
venient and objectionable, yet the handle upon 
the side of the cans is indispensable. To 
overcome the difficulty rig'id projecting han 
dles have been applied; but these prevent the 
compact arrangement of the cans in the wag 
ons or cars, and are otherwise objectionable. 
The object of this invention is to overcome 

these dif?culties and construct a swinging 
handle which will not rattle; and it consists 
in the construction, as hereinafter described, 
and particularly recited in the claim. 
A is the socket, which is attached rigidly to 

the can; B, the handle, made of any conven~ 
ient shape, but so as to form apintle or hinge 
bar, 0, passing through the socket. 
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On the inside of the bar 0 is a cam-shaped 
projection, a, the point of which is above the 
center of the bar 0. Bearing upon this projec 
tion a is a spring, d, as seen in Fig. 2, the 
force of the spring against the projection to 
being suf?cient to press the handle against 
the can or socket below, but yet so as to yield 
and permit the handle to be turned up, as seen 
in Fig. 2. ‘ 
The lug 0. also serves as a shoulder to strike 

against a corresponding shoulder, e,‘ in the 
socket, when the handle is raised, as a stop 
against which to lift the can; ' 
The spring (1, bearing upon the projection a, 

above the center of the hinge-bar 0, serves to 
throw the handle into close contact with the 
can, or th part of the socket below, so soon 
as the‘ handle has been turned nearly to its 
position of rest, thus insuring its resting in 
its proper position as Well as to prevent the 
rattling. 

I do not broadly claim a handle provided 
with a spring which will retain it in its nor 
mal condition or place of rest, as such, I am 
aware, is not new; but 
What I do claim is— 
The herei described handle for milk-cans, 

consisting o ‘the socket A, and the handle 
constructed with the hinge-bar C through the 
socket, and with the projection a on said hinge 
bar, combined with the spring d, between said 
socket and the side of the can, all substan 
tially as described. 

GEORGE ROUTH. 

Witnesses: 
J. H. SHUMWAY, 
JOHN E. EARLE. 
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