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This invention relates to footwear, and par 
ticularly to women's shoes adapted for conversion 
into various basic types. 

‘ There are three main basic types of women's _ 
shoes, known in the art as the pump, strap and 
tie-the latter being sometimes also referred to 
as lace. All other shoes are nothing more than 
variations of one of these basic types. For ex 
ample, a plain pump with the addition of a bow 
or a buckle orsome other embellishment is still 
a pump. It is primarily within the contempla 
tion of this invention to enable one of the said 

. basic types to be converted to another basic type. 
It is another object of this invention to enable 

the conversion from one basic type of shoe to 
another to be readily and quickly accomplished 
by the wearer, without the use of any special 
skill or training. 
Another object of our invention is to provide 

a construction for each of the basic types that 
is structurally strong and aesthetically attractive. 
And it is within the contemplation of our in» 

vention to provide it with component elements. 
of simple and inexpensive construction, whereby 
three different types of shoes can be economically 
had at a cost. considerable below‘ that of three 
separate conventional shoes. 

It is a further object of our invention to enable 
a wearer to be ?tted with but one shoe and never 
theless have the use of three different types of 
shoes. , 

And still another object is to enable different 
color and texture ‘effects to be introduced in con 
verting one type to another. 

Other objects, features and advantages will 
appear from the drawings and the description 
hereinafter given. ' 

Referring to the drawings, 
Figure -1 is a perspective view of (one of the 

constituent elements of my invention known as 
a T-strap. 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of another con 

stituent element known as a tie or lace. 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the pump 

basic type; constructed accordingv to our inven 
tion. 1 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the shoe of Figure 3. 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of the strap basic 

type, constructed according to our invention, and 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of the tie or lace 

basic type, constructed according to our inven 
tion. 
In Figures 3 and 4 of the drawings, the ele 

mental or fundamental member of our invention 
is illustrated as the pump 10 containing an upper 

ll suitably secured to the sole l2 of the shoe. In 
the particular form of our invention illustrated, 
the forward part [3 of the upper is provided with 
the decorative fastening means 14 comprising, in 
the embodiment shown, a belt or strap stitched 
to the upper at l5 and interlaced therewith in 

‘ the region of the front edge l6 of the foot opening 
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H. The fastener strap l4 extends in substan 
tially arcuate form transversely with respect to 
the upper, the terminal portion 18 being coopera 
tively‘ associated with the buckle portion I9. 
Longitudinally extending slits 20 form loops 2| 
which hold the strap l4 in‘place. ' 
Member 22, sometimes known as a T-strap, 

consists of a front portion 23 and a strap portion 
24 with buckle 25, the particular embodiment 
showing the strap portion extending through 
slits 2__6 in the front portion and therefore de 
tachably associated therewith. The lower part 
of the front portion contains a transverse row‘ of 
longitudinal slits 21 forming loops 28 adapter to 
correspond dimensionally with certain predeter 
mined of the slits 20 and loops 2! of the funda 
mental member l0. 
As hereinabove indicated, the member H] is in 

itself a distinct basic typz. to wit, a pump. The 
wearer is ?tted with this fundamental member. 
It may be worn as a complete shoe if desired, 
the fastener strap l4 serving as an embellishment 
in addition to_its mechanical function as will 
hereinafter appear. ~ 

If it is desired to convert the pump into an 
entirely different type, such as a strap type, the 
member 22 of Figure 1 is attached to the funda 
mental pump member Hi to produce the assembly 
shown in Figure 5. This is accomplished by ?rst 
opening the buckle attachment l9 and withdraw 
ing the fastener strap [4 from the loops 2i. Then 
the member 22 is placed in position in engage 
ment with the pump member ID with the slits 
21 in registry with the corresponding slits 20, 
whereafter the strap I4 is inserted through the 
both sets of slits in the assembled combination, 
the strap 14 passing through superimposed loops 
28 and 2| as well as the exposed single loops 2|, 
in the manner shown in Figure 5. 
The strap portion 24 is passed through the slits 

29 located at the rear portion 30 of the upper, 
the back portion 3| of the strap 24 being adjacent 
the inside rear quarter 32 of the shoe. The clos 
ing of buckle l9 completes the attachment of 
T-strap member 22 to the upperof the shoe, and 
the closing of buckle 25 completes the operation 
of securing the shoe to the foot of the wearer. 
The assembly of members I0 and 22 in the 
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manner above described enables a ready con 
version of the shoe from one basic style to an 
other. The fastener strap l4 serves not only as a 
means of embellishing the shoe, but also as a 

- means of securing the member 23 ?rmly in its 
operative upright position. The security of at 
tachment is in part obtained through the trans 
verse positioning of strap H, which enables a 
substantial area of the bottom of member 23 to 
be in engagement with the forward portion 13 
of the upper. It is obvious that the effective 
area of engagement between the member 23 and 
the upper can be made to extend substantially 
along the entire length of the fastener strap l4, 
if the bottom part of member 23 is made sul? 
ciently wide, substantially as indicated in the 
form of Figure 6 to be hereinafter described. 
This ?rm attachment cannot be obtained as 
effectively by any disposition of the strap I4 or 
equivalent securing means other than trans 
versely. ' 

The entire strap member 22 is ?rmly held in 
place for an additional reason, to wit, the posi 
tioning of part 3| of strap 24 at the inside rear 
of the shoe, whereby it will be in engagement 
with the back of the heel of the wearer’s foot. 
In other words, the wearer’s heel holds the said 
back part 3| against forward displacement, and 
effects in conjunction with the strap M, a ?rm 
anchorage of the T-strap and a secure position 
ing thereof against the foot. 

It will be further observed that there is prac 
tically no strain on the walls of the slits 29, in 
asmuch as substantially the entire strain is 
taken up by the foot of the wearer. There is 
hence less liability of distortion of the shoe due 
to the strain of use. ~ 

It will be further observed that the strap por 
tion 24 is slidably movable throughthe slits 26 
and 29, and will therefore enable the buckle 25 to 
be adjustably positioned to avoid any pressure 
upon the ankle bone. 
The tie member 33 of the form illustrated in 

Figure 2 contains a strap portion 34 integral 
with the partially split front portion 35 provided 
with holes 36 and lace 31. At the bottom of front 
portion 35 is a row of slits 38 forming loops 39 
proportioned for registry with predetermined 
slits 20 and loops 2| of the fundamental member 
I0. ‘ It will be observed that said bottom part 
of front portion 35 is illustrated as being wider 
than the corresponding part of strap 23, so that 
the fastener strap Ill can engage more loops 
of the assembly and provide a ?rmer anchorage, 
which is preferred for a lace type of shoe. 
The method of assembly and attachment of 

the tie member 33 is substantially like that above 
described with reference to the strap type—and 
will hence not be repeated. Upon a completion 
of the assembly, the pump type II] is accordingly 
changed into a basic tie or lace type of shoe. 
In converting the pump type of shoe to either 

of the other types, it is of course possible to in 
troduce color and texture combinations by using 
constituent members of selected colors, textures 
and materials, which is in accordance with one 
of the stated objects of our invention. 
Although a strap or belt I4 is shown for ef 

fecting the attachment of other ‘constituent 
members to the fundamental member, it is also 
within the contemplation of this invention to 
employ other securing or attaching means 
known in the art, it being understood that such 
substitutes as well as other modi?cations of the 
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speci?c structures disclosed may be made within 
the spirit of the invention, in accordance with 
the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. In footwear of the class described, the com 

bination of a fundamental pump and a detach 
able member associated therewith; the pump 
containing a sole and an upper attached to the 
sole; the said member comprising a front portion 
detachably connected to the forward part of the 
pump upper, and a strap portion extending rear 
wardly from said front portion and detachably 
connected to the rear part of said upper. 

2. In footwear of the class described, the com 
bination of a fundamental pump and a detach 
able member associated therewith; the pump 
containing a sole and an upper attached to the 
sole; the said member comprising a front por 
tion the lower part of which is in engagement 
with the forward part of the pump upper, fas 
tening means extending transversely across the 
engaged parts of the upper and said front por 
tion and detachably securing said engaged parts 
together, and a strap portion extending rear 
wardly from said front portion and detachably 
connected to the rear part of the said upper, 
whereby the said front portion is maintained in 
a generally upright position by its attachment 
to the said rear and forward parts of the upper. 

3. In footwear of the class described, the com 
bination‘ of a fundamental pump and a detach 
able member associated therewith;v the pump 
containing a sole and an upper attached to the 
sole, the top edge of the upper de?ning the foot 
opening; the said member comprising a front 
portion the lower part of which is in engage 
ment with the forward part of the pump upper, 
fastening means extending transversely across 
the engaged parts of the upper and said front 
portion and detachably securing‘ said engaged 
parts together along a line adjacent the front 
top edge of the upper, and a strap‘ portion ex 
tending rearwardly from said front portion and 
detachably connected to the rear part of the 
said upper, whereby the said front portion is 
maintained in a generally» upright position by 
its attachment to the said rear and forward parts 
of the upper. 

4. In footwear of the class described, the com 
bination of a fundamental pump and a detach 
able member associated therewith; the pump 
containing a sole and an upper attached to the 
sole, the top edge of the upper de?ning the foot 
opening; the said member comprising a front 
portion the lower part of which is in engage 
ment with the forward part of the pump upper, 
fastening means extending transversely across 
the engaged parts of the upper and-said frontv 
portion and detachably securing said engaged 
parts together along an arcuate line substantially 
parallel to and adjacent the arcuate front top 
edge. of the upper, and a strap portion extend 
ing rearwardly from said front portion and de 
tachably and slidably connected to the rear part 
of the said upper, whereby the said front por 
tion is adjustably maintained in a generally up 
right position by its attachment to the said rear 
and forward parts of the upper, V 

5. In footwear of the class described, the com 
bination of a fundamental pump and a detach 
able member associated therewith; the pump con 
taining a sole and an upper attached to the sole, 
and slits at the rear of the upper; the said mem 
ber comprising a front portion detachably con-~ I 
nected to the forward part of the pump upper. 
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and a strap portion extending rearwardly from ' 
said front portion and extending throughthe 
said slits, whereby said front portion is main 
tained in a generally upright Position by its at 
tachment to said rear and forward parts of the 
upper. . 

6. In footwear of the class described, the com 
bination of a fundamental pump and a detach 

‘able member associated therewith; the pump 
containing a sole and an upper attached to the 
sole, and slits at the rear of the upper; the 
said member comprising a front portion detach 
ably connected to the forward part of the pump 
upper, and a strap portion extending rearwardly’ 
from said front portion and extending through 
the said slits, whereby said front portion is 
maintained in a generally upright position by 
its attachment to‘ said rear and forward parts 
of the upper, the rear part of the said strap 
portion being positioned within the shoe and ad 
jacent the inner rear wall thereof, whereby it 
is adapted for engagement with the back of the 
wearer's foot for holding the said front portion 
of the detachable member against forward dis 
placement. ' 

7. In footwear of the class described, the com 
bination of a fundamental pump, a detachable 
member associated therewith and containing a 
front portion disposed in a generally upstanding 
position, and holding means detachably securing 
said front portion to the shoe in said upstanding 
position; the pump containing a sole and an 
upper attached to the sole; the said member 
containing a strap portion extending rearwardly 
from said front portion; the said holding means 
comprising transversely disposed fastening 
means on the forward part of ‘the upper in 
operative engagement with the lower part of said 

> front portion, and two slitted portions at the 
rear part of the upper through which the back 
part of said strap portion extends, said back 
part of the strap portion extending within the 
shoeladjacent the rearmost wail thereof and 
beingvadapted for engagement with the back of 
the wearer's foot, whereby the wearer's foot and 
the said fastening means will be adapted to co 
actively maintain the front portion in its said 
upstanding position. ‘ 

8. In footwear of the class described. the com 
bination of a fundamental pump and a detach 
able T-strap member associated therewith; the 
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- whereby a transverse row of spaced loops are 
formed proportioned for superposed registry with , 
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9. In footwear of the class described, the com 

bination of a fundamental pump and a‘detach 
able member associated therewith; the pump 
‘containing a sole and an'upper attached to the 
sole; the said member comprising a front por 
tion the lower part of which is in engagement 
with the forward part of'the pump upper, a fas 
tening strap in interlacing‘ transverse engage 
ment with the engaged parts of the upper and 
said front portion, and a strap-portion extend~ 
ing rearwardly from said front portion and de 
tachably connected to the rear part of the said 
upper, whereby the said front portion is main 
tained in a generally upright position by its at 
tachment to the said rear and forward parts of, 
the upper. 

10. In footwear of the class described, the 
combination of a fundamental pump and a de 
tachable member associated therewith; the pump 
containing a sole and an upper attached to the 
sole, and a transverse row of longitudinally ex 
tending slits in the forward part of the upper 
whereby a transverse row of spaced loops are 
formed; the said member comprising a front 

' portion the lower part of which contains a trans 
verse row of longitudinally extending slits 

predetermined slits and loops on the said upper, 
and a strap portion extending rearwardly from 
the top of said front portion and detachably con 
nected to the rear part of said upper; the lower 
part of said front portion being in overlapping 
engagement with the upper with corresponding 

' slits-and loops of the engaged parts in registry: 
and a fastening strap interlaced transversely with 
the slits and loops of the said engaged‘, parts, 
whereby the said front portion is maintained in 
a generally upright position by its attachment to 
the said rear and forward parts of the upper. 

' 11. In footwear of the class described, the 
combination of a fundamental pump and a de 

, tachable tie member associated therewith; the 
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pump containing a sole and an upper attached . 
to the sole, and two oppositely disposed‘ slitted 
portions at the rear of the upper; the said mem 
ber comprising a front portion detachably con 
nected to the forward part of the pump upper 
and having slitted means therein, and ‘a strap 
portion extending rearwardly from said front 

7 portion, said strap portion being'slidably sup 
ported by said slitted portions in the upper- and 
stéirzslitted means in the front portion of the T 
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pump containing a sole and an upper attached to 
the sole; the said member comprising a split 
front portion, laces operatively connecting the 
split elements of the front portion, and a strap 
portion integral with the front portion and ex- , 
tending rearwardly therefrom and detachably 
connected to the rear part of the shoe; the lower 
part of the tie member being in overlapping en 
gagement with the forward part of the upper; 
and fastening means extending transversely 
across the engaged parts of the upper and said 
front portion and detachably securing said en 
gaged parts together, whereby the said front por; A 
tion is maintained in a generally uprightv posi-‘ 
tion by its attachment to the said rear and for- ‘ 
ward parts of the upper. 

. , HIILIARD H. CLEIN. 

ROBERT '1‘. KAU'I'EMAN. ' 


